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PIECES 

 
  THE PEACEMAKER... 

Saint Thomas the Apostle Catholic School 
“School of Distinction” 

Dynamic Education  
Centered in Christ 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

 

• October Calendar 
• October Hot Lunch Menu 
• Celebrate Life Flyer 
• Booster Welcome Letter 
• Enrichment Opportunities 
• ROC Youth Ministry Flyer 
• Joy Rally Flyer 
• Joy Rally Registration Form 

CELEBRATE LIFE WEEK 
October 4-8, 2010 

Please see attached flyer. 

Student Council Officers and 
Representatives Elected 
A special thanks to all the students who ran for Student 
Council this year. There were a number of exceptional 
candidates and we congratulate all of you on your hard 
work and excellent speeches.  We thank you for hearing 
your call to serve Saint Thomas School.  The following 
students were elected as this year’s Student  Council offi-
cers: 
 

President:  Gabe Yondo 
Vice President: Tim Wheeler 
Secretary:  Shokhari Tate 
Treasurer:  Addison Lavoie 

 

In addition, the following students were elected as repre-
sentatives for their classes:  (3V) Jenna Wolf; (4P) 
Tommy Mikolay; (5F) Claire DenBraber; (5P) Isaac    
Liang; (6) Anezka Kovarik; (7C) Anna Brady; (7Z) 
Emma Heffron; (8) Joe Murphy.  Congratulations! 



 

ELECTRONIC Sign Up for the Pieces Newsletter 
 
In an effort to be “more green” and save paper, we are encouraging families to receive the Pieces electroni-
cally.  In addition to saving paper and ink, the Pieces is much more engaging in color, especially as we con-
tinue to include more photo collages of the happenings and community of Saint Thomas the Apostle School.  
If you receive the Pieces electronically, you can also forward it to family and friends who may wish to follow 
what your students are doing or view a special picture.  Please know that paper copies of the Pieces are al-
ways available both in the Welcome and Information Center in the school entrance and in the church base-
ment if you should ever wish to have a paper copy of a specific issue.  If you would like to receive the Pieces 
electronically from now on, please complete the lines below and return to the school office.  Thank you!        
 
Email address:  ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Student/Family Name: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Signature: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Thank You 
A Small refrigerator for storing milk in 
the Kindergarten classroom was      
donated by the Doyle family.  Thank 
you so much!  Your generosity is ap-
preciated. 

Letter of Thanks 
Dear Saint Thomas Community, 
The receptions following the 9:00 and 11:00 am Masses 
on September 12th were such a wonderful outpouring of 
the deep love of the Saint Thomas community in my 
life.  I was overwhelmed by the opportunity to once 
again be embraced by the parish and school that have 
made such a difference in my life!  Listening to the sto-
ries, memories, and roasts, was both a blessing and a lot 
of fun.  The food was amazing, and I especially enjoyed 
all the students present!  Also the flowers, pictures and 
cards I was able to enjoy all day! What a bless-
ing!  Thank you from the bottom of my heart to all the 
organizers of these receptions and to the whole commu-
nity for the blessing of being a part of the Saint Thomas 
family.  A special thank you to the following individuals 
who took leadership and a special part in making the 
receptions so wonderful: Julie & Ruperto Blanco and 
Julie’s wonderful sister (the chef), Julie Line Neumann, 
Lisa Wolf, Angela Yondo, Janet Jepsen, Bryant Zimmer-
man, Suzi Furtwangler, Dawn Olney, Jeanne Walch, 
Julie Kuhn, Brian Figueroa, Sharon Herold, Liz Asch-
wege, Mike Janisse, and Suzanne VanderZee. 
With Love and Gratitude, 
David A. Faber 
Superintendent of Catholic Schools 
Diocese of Grand Rapids 

Take Charge of Education 
Thank you to all who participate in Target’s Take Charge 
of Education.  We received a check from $536.21.  If you 
are interested in participating in this program, please visit:  
www.target.com/tcoe. 

Paper Gator Profits 
Thank you to all who are 4th grade students, parents and 
parishioners who recycle paper in our Paper Gator 
(located near the gym).  Our school earned a check for 
$134.08 for the last quarter. 

SAVE THE DATE 
7th & 8th Grade Harvest Dance 

 
Saturday, October 30th 

7-10 pm 
$6.00 per person 

 
 

More  
information  

to follow! 



ArtPrize Volunteers Still 
Needed at Cathedral Square 
Grand Rapids is buzzing with talk of ArtPrize and it’s not 
too late to become involved!  The Diocese of Grand Rap-
ids’ Cathedral Square is serving as one of seven exhibi-
tion centers for ArtPrize 2010, which runs from Sept. 22 
through Oct. 10. Cathedral Square is looking for volun-
teers to serve as greeters and registrars everyday through-
out the entire event. Volunteers, age 18 or older, are 
needed for two, three or four hour blocks of time. For 
questions about volunteering, please email the Cathedral 
Square ArtPrize Team at:  
artprize@dioceseofgrandrapids.org,  
or to access the volunteer registration form, click:  
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/YJVJ9NN. 
Thank you for your help! 

TODAY IS LAST DAY TO VOTE IN 
PHASE ONE 

The first phase of ArtPrize 2010 ends TODAY.  Our en-
try has been in the TOP 25 out of 1,713 entries.  What an 
amazing accomplishment! We still have a chance to make 
it into the top 10.  Don’t forget to Vote “UP” for “The 
Seven Days of Creation” listed at www.artprize.com un-
der artist Suzi Furtwangler (our beloved principal).  Re-
member you must register in person at one of the ArtPrize 
headquarters downtown.  (Please note: Cathedral Square 
is a registration site.)  Bring a photo ID. 
 

Once you have registered, voting for our piece is easy!  
Our ArtPrize Voting ID is 42141.  Simply text our num-
ber  42141 to 808080 or vote directly on the website by 
finding Mrs. Furtwangler’s name.    

 

Our Saint Thomas Community Artists Invite You to Join Them in  
Participating in ArtPrize 2010 

ArtPrize fever is alive and well at Saint Thomas as many of our own school community, including teachers and parents 
and our own Mrs. “F”, are involved as artists in this local event that is capturing international attention.  This is such a 
wonderful cultural event, and we encourage our families to spend time visiting the many venues to view some absolutely 
AMAZING artwork.  There is definitely something for everyone! 
 

Our students have already had the opportunity to be a special part of this exciting event by assisting in the creation of 
Mrs. Furtwangler’s piece, “The Seven Days of Creation.”  But, there are many other ways to be involved. 
 

If you are new to Saint Thomas, or would like to take a personal part in this special event yourself, we have a few       
suggestions…  

• We invite students and their families to “hang out” at our exhibit in the lobby of the 
J.W. Marriott and hand out our cards and engage in conversation with the many viewers 
who are visiting our piece.  Watching our students interact with the viewers and explain 
the work has been a truly special treat.  What an awesome job they have been doing.  
We are so proud of how well they represent our school! 
• We also invite families to visit Saint Thomas School parent Bob Neumann’s pho-
tography booths located outside the Grand Rapids Public Museum to have your pictures 
taken as participants in a book to be published about the thousands of people who are 
participating in and attending ArtPrize.  Find out more at Faces in Time.com. Participa-
tion is totally FREE and each member of your family can be photographed for the book!  
Pictures will also be available for purchase (if you so desire). 
• We also invite you to volunteer at Cathedral Square, one of the seven exhibition 
centers for ArtPrize.  The works displayed there are truly awe inspiring.  See details of 
how you can volunteer at the Diocesan offices below. 
• And, if you haven’t met her yet, our new sixth grade aide, Mrs. Jenn Gregory, also 
has a ArtPrize piece on display at the G.R. Public Library.  Stop in and say hello and 
check out her piece. 
• Another Saint Thomas parent, Jackie Cuppy, has a piece entitled “Passion” showing 

                                                    at Bethlehem Church on Commerce SW. 

Whatever you choose to do, we en-
courage you to take advantage of the 
amazing art on display all across our 
wonderful city from now through 
October 10th.  This is an opportunity 
that is totally unique to our city and 
may not come again.  Enjoy! 



Protecting God’s Children 
Awareness Sessions   
 

If you are new to our school or still need to attend Virtus 
training, (required for all school volunteers), please note 
the upcoming sessions: 
 

St. Jude Parish 
1120 Four Mile Rd NE 
Wednesday, October 13 @ 6:00 p.m. 
 

Cathedral Square (Grand Rapids) 
360 Division S. 
Monday, December 6 @ 9:00 a.m. 
 

Holy Spirit Parish (Grand Rapids) 
2230 Lake Michigan Drive 
Wednesday, January 19, 2011 @ 6:30 p.m. 
 

If you plan to attend one of these sessions, and have not 
already registered, please register online as follows:  
 

Go to www.virtus.org 
  • Click “Registration” 
  • Click “Begin the Registration Process” 
  • Select Diocese of Grand Rapids as the  
              organization. 

  • You will be required to enter a UserID and  
                     password (of your choice) 

  • Fill out registration form       
      • Choose a location  

An Invitation To Pray The  
Rosary in Church  
Saint Thomas School Families and Friends:   
  

Every day at St. Thomas School you can pray the Rosary 
with other parents and friends.     
You can pray for our School …. you can pray for our 
teachers … you can pray for your children  … you can 
pray for the sick … you can pray for a special intention  
… you can pray for yourself …  For any reason at all, 
please feel welcome to join many other men and women 
who would like to lift up a Rosary to Our Blessed Mother.  
No prior experience necessary.   
  
 
 3:00 pm every    
Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday (right before 
school lets out) 
  

 8:00 am every    
Tuesday, Thursday 
(right after school 
starts)    

Hot Lunch Accounts 
Just a couple reminders regarding hot lunch AC-
COUNTS.  First of all, there must first be money in the 
account in order to receive lunch/milk.  Your child will 
not be allowed to order lunch if there are insufficient 
funds to cover the cost.  Secondly, please remember to 
send in deposits in the form of a check made out to Saint 
Thomas Hot Lunch.  This makes it easier and safer for 
everyone involved.   Again, student lunches cost $2.40 
which includes milk.  Milk alone is $.35.  Also, there are 
still some accounts with a negative balance that need to 
be paid.  Please check your email statements for current 
balances. 
 

If you are interested in applying for free/reduced lunch, 
there are forms in the entrance way to school.  If you 
qualified last year for free/reduced lunch, and would like 
to apply for this year, a new application must be com-
pleted by September 30, 2010.  If a new application is not 
on file by that time, the cost of lunch will increase to 
regular price. 
 

If you have any questions, feel free to call me at home 
874-5680 or email me at school. 
 

Thank you, 
Shannon Rodgers 

Spiritual Adoption 
Spiritual Adoption begins Monday, 
Oct.4th.  Students in 6th thru 8th grade 
will be given the opportunity to spiritu-
ally adopt a baby in danger of abortion 
for the 9 months of the school year.  We 
will meet once a month during Religion 
class.  Each month the students will be shown a picture of 
a baby at the corresponding stage of gestation.  We will 
have reflection and prayer.  The students who choose to 
participate will be given a container to decorate with Pro-
Life stckers.  A prayer card will be attached.  They may 
collect coins in the container.  The money will be donated 
to the St.Mary's Crisis Pregnancy Center in Lowell. 
Looking forward to sharing heartfelt prayer with the    
students.                                     ~ Mrs. Donna Valente 

Student Insurance Available  
Student Assurance Services provides the parents an op-
tion to purchase 24-hour coverage. 
 

A summary of the plan, frequently asked questions, claim 
forms and the enrollment for 24-hour coverage is now 
web based.  Please go to www.sas-mn.com then K12Stu-
dents/Parents, look up your school and choose Michigan 
where Michigan Catholic Conference will appear.  The 
menus then allow you to choose the information you de-
sire. 



Saint Thomas  
Library News 

Saint Thomas Library Info 
 
Coordinators: 
Marnie White 
Denise Deveau 
Contact Info: 
libadm@stthomasgr.org 

 
Please have students return their books on or before 
the listed due date. No new books may be checked out 
until all past books have been returned. 

Craft Corner Set Up to  
Celebrate ArtPrize 
We've opened up our Craft Corner in celebration of Art-
Prize. Come and see some sample arts and crafts projects 
and check out a book to do your own art project at home. 

Thanks to our Book Donors 
Thank you to the DeBoer, Mangan and Syrba families for 
their generous donation of books. 

Fall Books on Display 
Our Fall books have been put out. Come 
and read about pumpkins, apples, leaves 
and God's gorgeous fall colors. 

 

Our “Tree of Life”  
We will soon be participating in 
"Celebrate Life Week" at our 
school.  As part of this special 
celebration we will be having a 
"tree of life" in the library. Our 
children will have the opportunity 
to put the name of someone special 
they would like to celebrate on a 
tree leaf. This person could be a 
parent, friend, teacher, family 
member, hero, saint etc. The leaves 

 

Please Return Library Books Promptly Each Week! 
Remember, all books are due one week from check-out and students will not be allowed to check out future 
books until their accounts are cleared.  Overdue notices will be sent home via email unless otherwise noted or 
parent email address is unavailable.  It is also important to note that report cards go home with students who 
have cleared library accounts.  In the event a student has an overdue book when report cards are distributed, 
the report card will be held until the missing book is either returned or the account is settled. 

Upcoming Collections 
We're kicking of our collections display with Mrs. Jaz-
wiec's accordion collection, and starting in October, the 
Barth family's German collection.  If you would like to 
share your collection with us fill out a slip and put it in 
the suggestion box in the library.  Collections will be 
changed every other week or so. 

Review Your Favorite Book 
Are you reading a book that you just can't put down?  Did you read a book over the Summer that you think everyone 
would enjoy?  Then you should do a book review for the St. Thomas Library.  Review forms are available on the library 
desk.  Turn your review in to the library and it will be posted for your classmates to see. 

Try Our “I Spy” 
Just for the little ones, we have finally put out our 'I  Spy' 
display box for you to try.  Every other week a new 'I Spy' 
slip will be available with items for your to look for in the 
box.  We are always in need of  small items (marbles,  
plastic bugs, small race cars, etc...) to put in the box. 
Next time you are cleaning out your toy box or junk 
drawer, think of us! 



IMPORTANT Gym Request 
ONLY NON-MARKING GYM SHOES are allowed in 

GYM CLASS.  This includes black and white soled 
shoes (as there are mostly black marks on floor but there 

are some white ones too).  Thank you. 

Fall Concession Worker 
Schedule 

 

TONIGHT – Wednesday September 29, 2010 
    5:45PM        Start-up           LaVoie 
    6:20PM        5th Girls           Flynn 
    7:20PM        7th Girls           ------- 
 
Monday October 4, 2010 
    5:45PM        Start-up                ------- 
    6:20PM        5th Girls-Gold       Tanis 
    7:20PM        5th Girls-Green     Simonait 
 
Saturday October 9, 2010 
    8:15AM        Start-up                Vruggink 
    8:50AM        5th Girls-Gold       Gambernardi 
    9:50AM        6th Girls                DeBoer 
   10:45AM       7th Girls                Syrba 
    11:50AM      7th Girls           McNeely 
    12:50PM       8th Girls           Brady 
 
Monday October 11, 2010 
    5:45PM        Start-up           Herold 
    6:20PM        8th Girls           ------- 
    7:20PM        8th Girls           Spica                

Fall Sports 
Boy’s Football, Girl’s Sideline Cheer, Boy’s Soccer, and 
Girl’s Volleyball seasons start the weekend of 9/11/10.  
Check the St. Thomas website www.stthomasgr.org for 
the latest schedules.  The current schedule is always 
posted on our homepage and also on the athletics page. 
 

Come out and support your Hornet Teams! 
 

Winter Sports Signups  
Winter Sports Signups were posted in classrooms through 
9/28/10.  These signups are for 5th – 8th graders for 
Boy’s Basketball, Girl’s Basketball, Girl’s Sideline 
Cheerleading, & Girl’s Competitive Cheerleading (7th & 
8th grades only).  Practices may begin as soon as 
11/15/2010. 
 

Saint Thomas Coaching  
Opportunities 
The Saint Thomas Hornet athletic program offers various 
athletic opportunities for our 5th-8th grade students.  Vol-
unteer coaches are needed to lead these teams.  The 
school and Athletic Director will provide coaching guide-
lines.  The Athletic Director will make final selections of 
all Head Coaches. 
 

Please sign up in the school V.I.P. program and/or contact 
Louis Bandlow (452-8314 – home) if you are interested. 

Basketball Practice Time  
– Reminder 
Please remember that due to having boys and girls basket-
ball play at the same time during the winter, that practice 
time in the gym is at a premium. 
 

The maximum allowed team practice time (per league 
rules) per week is 4-1/2 hours.  This can be broken down 
into three 1-1/2 hour practices.  We typically have 8 
teams (4 boys and 4 girls) to schedule practice time for.  
We can break the gym schedule down as follows for 1-1/2 
hour blocks (the kids get out of school @ 3:15): 3:30-
5:00; 5:00-6:30; 6:30-8:00; and 8:00-9:30 (typically used 
for 7th or 8th graders).  These 4 spots per day would 
equal 20 spots per week. 20 spots do not cover 3 practices 
for all 8 teams.  So, please be understanding when your 
child’s team has to use a late practice time slot or prac-
tices on Saturdays. 

Sport Physicals & Permission 
Slips for 2010/2011 School Year  
- REMINDER 
A new Physical & Permission Slip are required EACH 
school year. 
 

Students planning on participating in the St. Thomas Ath-
letic program during the school year are required to have 
a ST. THOMAS SPORTS PERMISSION SLIP and a 
SPORTS PHYSICAL (showing a doctor’s clearance) 
dated after 4/15/10.   These forms must be on file with 
St. Thomas School prior to participation in any prac-
tice or game.  These forms will be valid for the entire 
2010-2011 school year, so please fill out the Permission 
Slip for all sports that you are allowing your son/daughter 
to participate in. 
                    ~ Louis Bandlow 
                     Athletic Director  

HORNET ATHLETICS 



Parent Grade Gatherings: 
For those of you not familiar with Parent Grade Gatherings, they are an opportunity for parents to connect with other 
parents with children in the same grade at St. Thomas.  You are able to meet the parents of your child’s friends!  Perhaps 
you need some help with carpooling, or you would like to set up some play dates.  The Parent Grade Gathering is a great 
place to get to know other parents in a relaxed atmosphere. 
The gatherings usually take place on a Saturday, hopefully in the beginning of the school year, and last for approxi-
mately two hours.  Everyone brings a dish to share and their own beverages.  For our returning parents, please consider 
the large number of new families at St. Thomas this year.  They need a chance to meet some of the families already fa-
miliar with St. Thomas School. 
 

Please look for your invitations to come home for each of your children.  We are still looking for volunteers to host sev-
eral grades.  If you are available please contact Tara Simonait @ markjsimonait@earthlink.net 
or 719-0390.  A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO THE FAMILIES THAT HAVE ALREADY VOLUNTEERED! 
 

1ST GRADE - NEED A VOLUNTEER FAMILY 
4TH GRADE - NEED A VOLUNTEER FAMILY 
8TH GRADE - NEED A VOLUNTEER FAMILY 

Up, Up and AWAY….Far, Far Away!  Our Hot Air Balloons Took Off! 

 

 

Every year our junior high students make and launch their very own hot air balloons as part of their science curriculum.  
The balloons are hand-made by the students from tissue paper and glue. They compete as teams for longest flight time 
and most creative balloon. We had a new St Thomas record set by the 8th graders: Team Apple: 5 minutes and 15 sec-
onds. (Typical times are maybe a minute or two.) 
 

An hour later, that record was broken by two 6th grade teams: Team Chemical Explosion and Team Cranky Atoms.  Both 
teams tied with flight times of 6 minutes and 45 seconds. The balloons never came down, but we had to stop timing be-
cause they were so high, we lost sight of them!  Congratulations to all of our students for their creativity, teamwork and 
success.       ~ Mary Sue Stegehuis 



THE GIFTS YOU HAVE  
RECEIVED, GIVE AS A GIFT 

Saint Thomas Enrichment Opportunities 

Spelling Bee!   
Students in Grades 5-8 are invited to sign up to participate 
in our school wide Spelling Bee which will be held on 
Wed., Jan. 12, 2011 from 1:30-3:00 p.m. The winner and 
first runner-up will advance to the Regional Spelling Bee 
held in Grand Rapids on Tuesday, February 22, 2011.  
The first step is to pick up an information packet from 
Mrs. Zakrajsek. Included in this packet is a permission 
slip which must be returned to Mrs. Zakrajsek by Fri., 
Oct. 8. Any questions? Contact Amy Zakrajsek at 458-
4228 ext. 305. 

Latin!   
Saint Thomas the Apostle School is excited beyond words 
about the newest addition to our after school enrichment 
opportunities! Brandy Springstubbe, a Latin teacher from 
Northhills Classical Academy, will teach a beginners 
Latin class to families at Saint Thomas! The class, which 
meets every Tuesday and Thursday from 5:15-6:15 p.m., 
is open to students in grades 3-8, as well as their older 
siblings and parents! Think how cool this will be for your 
entire family to take Latin together and then sit around the 
dinner table and speak this beautiful language!  Please see 
the attached flyer for details. 
 

NOTE: Younger students may participate with approval. 
Please contact Amy Zakrajsek at 458-4228 ext. 305. 
 

Tech Club!   
We have been blessed again! Ellen Kieras has agreed to 
be the new “techie” for the Tech Club! The first session 
will begin Oct. 13. Students in Grades 5-8 are invited to 
participate! Please see attached flyer and return with pay-
ment to Mrs. Zakrajsek by Oct. 8.  Any questions? Con-
tact either Ellen Kieras at 454-5449 or Amy Zakrajsek at 
458-4228 ext. 305.  

Front Row:  Liam Doyle, Zach Baxter, Katie Krachenberg 
Middle Row:  Audrey Patterson, Nicholas Lourido,  
Erin Mangan 
Back Row:  Natalie Smith, Adam Kuzee, Jeremy Wolf,  
Jarred Baxter 

Science Olympiad!  
It’s that time of year again for students in grades 6-8 to 
gear up for Science Olympiad! The Regional Tournament 
at Grand Valley will be held on Saturday, March 26, 
2011. Since many of the events are the same as last year, 
we will be able to utilize what we learned the first time 
around and improve our events! We may even participate 
in some new events! If you are interested in joining the 
Saint Thomas Science Olympiad team this year, please 
attend an informational meeting on Tuesday, October 12 
in the Ministry Center. This meeting is for students and 
parents and will be offered at two different times (attend 
one):  3:30-4:00  or  5:00-5:30.  The cost will again be 
$100 for this 6 month program. The practice days will 
either be Tuesdays or Thursdays, depending on how many 
students are participating and how many events we will 
compete in this year. We are also in need of coaches! 
Please contact Amy Zakrajsek at:  
azakrajsek@stthomasgr.org or 458-4228 ext. 305 if  
interested. 

Special Note to  
Families Receiving 
the Pieces  
Electronically 
Copies of all attachments, flyers and registration forms 
can be found in the Welcome & Information Center  
located inside the entryway of the school.  For those  
interested in enrolling in an after school enrichment  
program or class, forms will also be available outside 
Mrs. Zakrajsek’s classroom in the upstairs junior high 
hallway.  Thank you! 



THE GIFTS YOU HAVE RECEIVED, GIVE AS A GIFT 

Front Row:  Brady Patterson, Ella Mondroski, Gabe Skinner, 
Andrew Triestram, Sebastian Padilla 
Back Row:  Madelyn Bocian, Francesca Dieleman,  
Nick Figueroa, Owen LaVoie 

Front Row:  Ella Rosloniec, Hannah Lourido,  
Maria Fernanda Morales, Daniel Neibarger, Jr. 
Back Row:  Emma Klein, Abby Tietema,  
Katolina Cunningham, Sarah Espinosa 

Front Row:  Mark Heun, Kristen Salinas, Joseph Blanco,  
Ondrej Kovarik 
Middle Row:  Isabella Klein, Avery LaVoie, Isabella Karel, 
Olivia Jepsen 
Back Row:  Lizzy VanderZee, Montse Gonzalez-Guitterez, 
Sarah Baxter, McKenzie Schliem 

Front Row: Sam Dieleman, Grace Jermstad, Caitlin Mullen, 
Marie Kieras, Eden Girum 
Back Row:  Thomas France, Liam Perdue, Jack Domogalski, 
Dani Dull, Mary Grace Doyle 

Photos have been removed for 
Internet safety purposes 
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