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New Family Orientation is in the Ministry Center at 6:30 p.m. prior to our Homecoming celebration. 
 

Following the New Family Orientation, All parents and students are invited to join us for our HOMECOMING  
CELEBRATION and family open house TONIGHT , September 14h at 7:00 p.m.  We will begin in the church and will 
proceed to the school and lower level of the church later. 
 

The format for tonight will be a little different from past year’s and we are excited to offer you the opportunity to meet 
various committee members and volunteer chair people from our Volunteers in Partnership Program as they invite you to 
share your gifts and time with our students and school community by joining in any programs or activities to which you 
feel called.  In addition, the Boosters will be present with new Hornet spirit wear items, Educational Outfitters will be in 
the lower level with uniforms taking orders, Hot Lunch will be offering samples of  some of their homemade menu 
items, and gently used uniforms will be available free on tables in the Spanish/ASP room. 
 

As you wander through the hallways, visit the tables, and stop in your children’s classrooms, don’t forget to check out all 
of the newly renovated spaces within our school building.  It is truly amazing to see all of the work that was done this 
summer to make our space more “user friendly” and welcoming.   Finally, join us in the fantastic newly outfitted Minis-
try Center Community Room for some goodies and fellowship. 
 

This will be a special evening filled with a lot of important information for new and veteran families.  Please join us! 
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When:  Monday, Sept 26, 2011 
Who:  Saint Thomas the Apostle students and 
          their families 
Where: Woodland Skating Center      
(behind the 28th street Aldi’s, west of Breton)  
   2100 28th Street   
 Time:  6:00 pm – 8:00 pm 
Cost:  $2.50 per person  
(includes roller skates) 
Sponsored by: Saint Thomas 
Home & School Association 
  

Skaters may use their own 
skates/roller blades, but they 
must meet rink approval.  
Concession stand is available.   Contact Mary Turowski 
@ 430-8166 with any questions. 
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School Pictures are scheduled for Monday, 
September 26 (P-4-Gr. 8) and Tuesday  
morning, September 27 (P-3 only).  
 

If you are a parent volunteer, please plan to 
come in and have your picture taken for your 
ID lanyard.  Thanks for your help.                                          
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We DO NOT wish to receive the Pieces electronically.  Please send our paper copy home with: 
 
Student’s Name:  _________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Grade/Teacher’s Name: ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Signature: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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In one twenty-four hour period last week, I welcomed my twin grandbabies, Carmen and Rogan into the world using my 
iPhone, Skyped with my four-year-old granddaughter Marlee on her first day of preschool, and received an amazing ten 
minute video of another yet-to-be-born grandchild, witnessing perhaps his or her first stellar gymnastics performance.  I 
realize that I should feel quite ancient in the midst of all of this; yet I can’t help but feel invigorated and excited for the 
world that these babies will encounter.  Think about all the technology that has exploded onto the market just this last 
year or so…my iPad has been replaced with an iPad2 because I can Skype and have photo conferences, take photo-
graphs, and even record meetings. For those of you who know me well, you will be pleased to know that it even has an 
“idea pad” that allows me to jot down ideas and drawings in the middle of the night.   No more “art attacks”!  Our entire 
school now sports Smart Boards.  I understand that some schools encourage kids to bring their own device from home to 
interact with the Smart Board.  Our faculty has two professional development days with the other 400 teachers in the 
diocese.  This year, we will do those virtually, participating in lectures, question and answer sessions and dialogues using 

our laptops.  We can even do this from our homes while we sip coffee in 
our pajamas.  These are exciting times that we live in, but they do cause 
me and other administrators and teachers to wonder how we are to  
prepare children like Marlee for a future with jobs that don’t even exist 
yet, with technology not even invented, and at a pace that keeps up with 
them.  These digital denizens will need a special kind of education that 
doesn’t ask them to power down when they enter the school.  One that 
engages them, and makes them want to dig deeper, because they can with 
all that is available to them on the internet.  We need to keep them safe, 
teach them to be tech-wise, be able to discern fact from fiction and to 
work at a pace that is challenging, yet step away and connect with their 
prayer life.  I am the mother of four sons who were your classic 
“computer geeks”.  They immersed themselves in all things digital.  They 

read books on how to write code in middle school.  They embraced the tools that the computer gave them, and now they 
are all Computer Engineers, three working for Microsoft, and one writing artificial intelligence programs in Ann Arbor.  
They walked out of college into these jobs without a job search.  The jobs found them.  I tell you all of this because I 
want to invite you into a discussion this year regarding where we might go together in our future, to best prepare our 
children for this digital world.  We hold firm that our most important responsibility to you and to your child is the 
formation of knowledge about our Faith.  We will never change that focus at Saint Thomas.  The richness of our  
Catholic tradition, the development of a relationship with Christ, the beauty of the Mass, and our history as Christians 
are perhaps the most important things that we can give them to assure their true success in life.  These are things that are 
most definitely best bestowed upon our children by caring and gifted teachers, delivered personally, the way the apostles 
taught. How might we move forward with technology for the secular instructional parts of the day?  While other school 
systems are already moving forward, integrating technology in new and innovative ways, we still have the very best  
option for education here at Saint Thomas.  We certainly must move forward with technology, but it is our belief that 
you are the primary educator of your child, and that the most important part of our curriculum and measure of our  
success is the Christ centered environment that we nurture leaders and honorable young people within.  I am looking 
forward to opening up this discussion with you over the course of the year.  I very much value your thoughts and dreams 
for your child’s future.  Let’s dream a little dream of 21st century learning together! 
 

~ Suzi Furtwangler 
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Parishes and schools within the Diocese of Grand Rapids participate in the VIRTUS Protecting God’s Children program.  
If you volunteer in any capacity with children or young people within the diocese, you are familiar with this program.  
At the beginning of a new school year it is important to review the five step plan that has been put into place to ensure a 
safe environment for children and young people. 
 

Step 1: Know the Warning Signs 
 

Step 2: Control Access 
 

Step 3: Monitor All Programs 
 

Step 4: Be Aware 
 

Step 5: Communicate Your Concerns 
 

Parents play a key role in this plan!  Children and young people naturally tell their parents when interactions with other 
adults are uncomfortable or make them feel uneasy. In addition, through the Teaching Touching Safety Program children 
and young people are trained to report their discomfort or uneasiness with a parent or another trusted adult.  It is then up 
to the adults to communicate these concerns to the school. This plan works very well, but it can break down if the  
parents and other trusted adults do not communicate concerns. 
 

At the beginning of this school year ask yourself…”Are there things you have overlooked? Have you talked yourself out 
of a concern about some interaction because you know the person or you can’t imagine that he or she would do any 
harm?”[i] The question that many adults struggle with is what constitutes a “concern?”   Simply put, a concern is  
anything that you observe that gives you an uneasy feeling. The VIRTUS program defines concerns as: Situations that 
give rise to uneasiness, uncertainty, apprehension, or an anxious state of mind. Concerns arise when a person is  
troubled by an observation that may affect the welfare or happiness of someone [ii]. 
 

Parents - please do not hesitate to Communicate Your Concerns! If you become aware of a situation that makes you 
uneasy, uncertain, apprehensive, or anxious; please contact your school principal and he or she can help you determine 
how to best address your concern.  Together, we can ensure a safe environment for children and young people. 
 

[i] Doty, S. Practical Reminders About the Plan, VIRTUS Online. 
[ii] Protecting God’s Children™ for adults, Facilitator Manual, p. 68, VIRTUS © 2001 

As we reported in the last issue of the Pieces, the video book report done by Saint Thomas students Thomas France, 
Josh Steffes and Ben Line-Neumann has been selected as one of the ten finalists in the Acer: Read, Share & Win   
Contest!!!!  With your help we are in the top 25% of vote getters, but we want to be NUMBER ONE and win a  
LIBRARY MAKEOVER FOR SAINT THOMAS!  (This would come in extremely handy when we move our library 
next summer!)  In order to win this grand prize we need to have as many people as we can get to electronically vote for 
the entry titled “Bats are Amazing”.  Please click the link below to cast your vote.  Be sure to select our students’ entry, 
“Bats are Amazing”, then scroll to the bottom of the page to enter your email address and then don’t forget to select 
the “submit” button .  Only one vote per email address is permitted. Voting HAS BEEN EXTENDED to September 
25th.  Please help us spread the word and pass this to your friends, neighbors, relatives, email address list, Facebook 
friends, Tweets...you get the idea.   Don’t forget to congratulate our awesome students and Mrs. Jazwiec for making this 
amazing opportunity possible!  https://professional.us.acer.com/edu/campaign/video_book_report/. 
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If you are new to our school or still need to attend Virtus 
training, (required for all school volunteers), please note 
the upcoming sessions: 
 

Saint Robert of Newminster Parish  (Ada) 
6477 Ada Dr. 
Wednesday, September 21, 2011 @ 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday, September 22, 2011 @ 9:00 a.m. 
  

Saint Pius X Parish (Grandville) 
3937 Wilson Avenue SW 
Wednesday, September  28, 2011 @ 6:30 p.m.  
  

Cathedral Square (Grand Rapids) 
360 Division Avenue S 
Wednesday, October 19 @  1:00 p.m. 
 

Holy Family Parish (Caledonia) 
9669 Kraft Avenue 
Wednesday, October 25, 2011 @ 9:30 a.m.  
and 6:30 p.m. 
 
If you plan to attend one of these sessions, and have not 
already registered, please register online as follows:  
 

Go to www.virtus.org 
  · Click “Registration” 
  · Click “Begin the Registration Process” 
  · Select Diocese of Grand Rapids as the  
              organization. 

  · You will be required to enter a UserID and  
                     password (of your choice) 

  · Fill out registration form       
      · Choose a location  
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Seventh grade families, please mark on your calendars! 
We have changed the date for our 11th annual 7th grade 
retreat at Camp Blodgett.  Because several families would 
have had a conflict with our original date and the Catholic 
Central graduation, we changed our retreat date to:   
Tuesday, May 22 – Wednesday, May 23. 
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Student Council officer campaign is this week ending  
Friday, September 16 with live broadcasting of candidate 
speeches after morning announcements.  The officer  
election will be held immediately following our  
candidates speeches.  Campaigning for class  
representative will begin Monday, September 19 with 
elections being held on Friday, September 23 in the  
classrooms/homerooms.  Signed parent permission forms 
must be turned in prior to any campaigning.  Please see 
Mrs. Walch for more information. 
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Educational Outfitters has been delivering orders to the 
school office on Wednesdays.  They have been calling 
their customers to let them know their order has arrived.  
Please pick up your orders between 7:45 a.m.-3:45 p.m.  
Thanks for your help!  Please note that our School Code 
is ������ .  It was misprinted on the front of the  
catalog. 
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Now is a great time to buy for Operation Christmas 
Child—school supplies are on clearance at most stores. 
We will have a bin in the hall downstairs for your  
convenience to store the items.  
 

The most needed items are: crayons, markers, glue sticks, 
pencils, small notebooks, general items for older boys. Or 
if you see a fantastic deal, please free feel to purchase for 
our all-school project.  
 

Remember, everything must fit into a shoe box. We  
appreciate the way people have saved and donated  
shoeboxes, but we ask that you please hold onto your 
shoeboxes until November, as we do not have the storage 
for them at school until the project gets closer. Please call 
Maureen Jones with any questions at 454-2107.  
 

Through your support and generous donations, this  
program has grown tremendously. Please consider  
volunteering and thank you for your continued support! 
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Please help support our school library by collecting “Box 
Tops for Education”!  Look for box tops on Pillsbury, 
Nature Valley, General Mills, Yoplait, Kleenex and many 
other brands packaging.  Simply clip and send them in 
with your child.  Every month student council will collect 
box tops and the class with the most wins a prize.  Last 
year we collected almost $800 worth!  That’s a lot of 
books!  Every little box top means ten cents and it really 
does add up quickly.  Some classes have collected enough 
in one month to purchase one or more books.  How many 
books can your class collection purchase? 
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Every day at Saint Thomas School 
you can pray the    Rosary with 
other parents and friends. You can 
pray for our school, our teachers, 
your children, the sick, a special 
intention, yourself or for any  
reason at all. Please feel welcome 
to join many other men and women 
who would like to lift up a Rosary to Our Blessed 
Mother.  No prior experience necessary.   
  

3:00 pm every Monday, Wednesday, Friday  
(right before school lets out) 

  

8:00 am every Tuesday, Thursday  
(right after school starts)    
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ArtPrize is here again!  Our 
Noah’s Ark crayon mosaic has 
been completed with the helpful 
collaboration of five other Catholic 
sister-schools.  Saint Paul, Saint 
Stephen, Immaculate Heart of 
Mary, Saint John Vianney and San 

Juan Diego Academy (Holy Name of Jesus) schools each filled a pre-designed panel 
with thousands of crayons.  The concept of the collaborative effort came last year after 
we experienced the thrill of being in the top 25 at ArtPrize.  I wanted to allow our sister 
schools to join us in creating an even larger work.  The six 3’ by 4’ panels were built by 
Mr. Ted and Mr. Don Serba. I drew the anticipated design onto the black panels with a 
silver marker and gave each school a color copy of my drawing.  Kimberly Angelwood 
worked as my emissary between the six schools getting all on board, helping them get 
their panel started and bringing them all home.  This mural measures a whopping 12’ by 
4’, weighs a combined 240 lbs., and boasts over 30,000 crayons.  In addition to the 
students in the six schools, parishioners, teachers, even our Vacation Bible School kids 
diligently adhered crayons to my design.  God had His hand involved as well, because 
the finished work is nothing short of a miracle.  The six schools never saw each other’s 
panel, yet, when all six panels are standing side by side, it appears as if one person created the entire piece!  I encourage 
you to examine the areas where one panel ends and another begins…colors blend, bits of stray colors are repeated on the 
adjacent panel and lines match seamlessly.  Truly, it is virtually impossible that this could happen, yet it did.  God is an 
artist, and he worked through the hands of hundreds on our ArtPrize piece.  Please register for ArtPrize, come to our 
venue, the Diocese of Grand Rapids, and see this amazing mural.       ~ Suzi Furtwangler 

�������	�*	���	���)	
Liturgy of the Word for Children is  
expanding to the 9:00 and 11:00 Sunday 
Masses this year. Consider being a part of 
this simple, rewarding ministry. We need 
leaders (who facilitate the child-led  
reflection of the week’s readings – a 
leader’s guide provides starter questions), 
musicians (responsorial psalm/gospel acclamation) and 
assistants (to sit among the children and keep them  
focused should the need arise). You can help out as often 
or as little as your schedule allows.  An informational/
Q&A session will be held at 10:15 a.m. on Sunday,  
September 25, in the lower level for anyone interested. 
Contact Janie Kolenda (913-0817) or Ellen Kieras  
(454-5449) to RSVP or for more information. 
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BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND: On Thursday, October 27, 2011 from 7 - 9 p.m.,  CLC Network will offer "ADD/
ADHD and Your Child" with Robert Bulten, M.D. and Doug Bouman, S.Psy. S. at 4340 Burlingame Ave. S.W.,  
Wyoming, MI  49509.  This seminar is free, but seating is limited and pre-registration is required.  Register online at 
www.clcnetwork.org. 
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Boy’s Football, Girl’s Sideline Cheer, Boy’s Soccer, and 
Girl’s Volleyball seasons start the weekend of 9/11/10. 
The coaches for the fall sports teams are as follows: 
 

5th / 6th Boy’s Football   Bobby Nowak 
7th / 8th Boy’s Football   Jim Ens 

5th Girl’s Sideline Cheer  Tara Hickey 
 

5th Girl’s Volleyball    Elise Hieshetter  
6th Girl’s Volleyball-Gold  Mike Trenshaw 
6th Girl’s Volleyball-Green Nikki Williams 
7th Girl’s Volleyball    Nikki Williams 
8th Girl’s Volleyball    Conrad Budzynski 
 

5th / 6th Boy’s Soccer    Keith Barth 
7th / 8th Boy’s Soccer    Fred McWain  
 

Come out and support your  
Hornet Teams! 

Be a Good Fan by Being a 
Good Sport and a Positive Example 

To Those Around You! 
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The first of two standardized testing periods this year will 
take place October 3-20 for our students in Grades 2-8. 
The second testing period will be April 16-May 4. Each 
family will be receiving a letter explaining the MAPTM 
(Measures of Academic Progress) tests. Please read it 
carefully and feel free to direct any questions you may 
have to your child/ren’s teacher. We will be instructing 
the students regarding the testing during the next couple 
of weeks. We will be sending the testing schedule home 
with the oldest/only child of each family by Oct. 
27th.  Please try to avoid making appointments for your 
child during the testing times.      ~ Suzanne VanderZee�
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Want to catapult Saint Thomas 
School forward in technology? 
Go to LabelsForEducation.com 
and enter every day for the 
chance for Saint Thomas to win a 
$45,000 Total Tech Makeover. 
Let your family and friends know 
too!  Just follow the link below to 
vote! 
 
 
http://campbellsoup.promotionexpert.com/
labelsforeducation/fs/index.html  

Front Row:  Grace Jermstad, Austin Young, Miles Cuppy, 
Danny Mikolay 
Back Row:  Ben Welch, Clare Wadaga, Isabella Klein,  
Jarred Baxter 

Front Row:  Devon Cunningham, Kelsey Barth, 
Lucy Wadaga 
Back Row:  Liam Doyle, Katolina Cunningham, 
Ella Mondroski, Mary Clare Olive 

 
PICTURES HAVE BEEN REMOVED FOR INTERNET SAFETY PURPOSES 
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Dear Saint Thomas Families: 
 

The Home and School Board enjoyed meeting with you at Open House this week.  Continue the conversation with your 
child’s teacher about their progress in school and do not hesitate to initiate further conferences, phone calls or emails.  
Constant communication between home and school equates to a successful school experience for children. 
 

A Big Thank You goes out to Angela Yondo, VIP Coordinator, and Kimberly Angelwood for organizing this event!  We 
also thank the chair people for participating.  Because of your commitment, our first sponsored Open House was a  
success. 
 

The results from the survey taken at Open House will be shared over the next month.   Your input is vital to the success 
of Home and School.  Our goal is to support those programs that bring a closer relation with home, school, faculty,  
parents and guardians. 
 

Other Home and School events that should be mentioned include our New Family Mentoring Program.  It has been in 
full gear since the start of the school year.  Each family has been aligned with a Mentor to help them navigate through 
the maze of information.  Thank you, Mentors!  New Families don’t be afraid to lean on your Mentors.  Also, Home and 
School’s Fall Skating Party has been set for September 26th.   We hope you have the time to attend.  Please contact Mary 
Turowski with any questions. 
 

As the month of September moves forward, our chairs are preparing for Celebrate Life Week, All Saints, and Parent 
Grade Gatherings.   Home and School is excited to see the progress made.  Please keep in mind, if you are interested in 
learning more about a sponsored program and would like to share input, please feel free to contact us 
 

In conclusion, Home and School continues to work with parents, school and faculty to assist in developing an innovative 
Catholic School and foster a Dynamic Education Centered in Christ! 
 

God Bless, 
 

Lisa Mullen 
President of Home and School 
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September 26th        Skating Party 
October 1 @ 7 pm  Parent Grade Gathering for 1st Grade 

Host family Stacey and Nagib Chalfoun 
October 6th at 6:30     Home and School Member Meeting 
October 14th @ 7 pm     Parent Grade Gathering for 7th Grade 
                    Host family Rachel and Edward Perdue 
October 24th          Celebrate Life Week 
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Saint Thomas Home and School Association provides the funds for class 
field trips. 












