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Fall conferences will be held on these dates:
Wednesday, November 16 — 5:00-8:00 PM
Thursday, November 17 — 5:00-8:00 PM
Tuesday, November 22 — 12:00-3:00 PM

PRESCHOOL & KINDERGARTEN ONLY—
Monday, November 21 -8:00-11:00 and 12:00-3:00 PM

Dismissal times on Friday, November 18 and Tuesday,
November 22 will be at 11:00 AM. There is NO
BUSSING on these days.

Mrs. VanZee (Spanish) with be available:

Wednesday, November 16, Thursday, November 17 &
Tuesday, November 22 from 12-3 p.m;

Mrs. Williams (Art) will be available:

Thursday, November 17 from 5-8 p.m. & Tuesday,
November 22 from 12-3 p.m.;

Mrs. Emmerson (Physical Education) will be avdéab
Thursday, November 17 from 5-7 p.m.

Student Council Officers and Representatives dexing
a fun, non-uniform day for all students. Unlikette
past, studentwill not be chargednoney to participate in
this themed dress-up day. All students are inwvibed
participate inCAREER DAY on Thursday, November
10. Please note that thisnist a costume dayso masks,
weapons, armor and capes are not permitted...sorry,
Superman! ~ Mrs. Jeanne Walch
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The 2012 Auction with a Twist Committee is lookifay

a volunteer skilled in the use of Adobe Creativéesu
(Photoshop, Illustrator, InDesign) to help editesaV of
our forms and brochures. If you have these siill$
would like to help, please contact Janiece Spisection
with a Twist Chair at 881-9159 or
auction@stthomsgr.ord hank youl~Mrs. Janiece Spicer

A Pain Reliever Permission Slip was included ir2@i11/2012 school registration packets. This cetepl form
authorizes the principal or her designee to disp@nson-aspirin pain reliever. Student name aqdested dosage must
be appropriate and clearly stated. This form rhastigned by a parent and physician.

Parents are urged to give medication other tharaspirin pain reliever at home and on a schediierahan during
school hours. If it is necessary that a medicatemgiven during school hours, the following regjolas must be followed:
~Medications must be prescribed by a licensed inealte provider and permission granted to the dabamntact the

licensed health care provider as necessary.

~All medication must be brought to the school @ffin the original container with the appropriatedkintact. The
parent or other designated adult must deliver tadication to school. STUDENTS MAY NOT DELIVER THEIOWN

MEDICATION TO SCHOOL.

~Non-prescription medication will not be administer
unless indicated in writing by the student’s licethdiealth
care provider.

~The parent/guardian must sign a Parent Medication
Consent Form granting the school permission to adminis
the medicationThis includes all over the counter
medications including but not limited to: cough diops,
vitamins, antacids, ointments or creams, homeopatbi
medication, etc..

Thank you for your help in securing a safe envirentfor
our students. ~ Mrs. Sue Ysasi
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fer VIP Mass Invitation

Hot Lunch Menu

Operation Christmas Child Flyer
Advent Candle Sale Flyer

Little Saints Night Registration
Boosters Club/GFS Flyer
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God clearly works through His people. | am oftemive of the dedication and commitment that iscaunding our
Saint Thomas students. Yesterday, that awe hetalevel.

| had the pleasure of attending our Hornet's folbtienquet signaling the end of their season.Ish anarked the end of
Coach Jim Ens’ tenure here as one of our fine fidbtinaches. For the last 15 years, Jim Ens dexdidall evenings
and Saturday mornings to the “making of good armbhable men” through his Christ centered coachiebniques. It
IS never about a win, with Jim Ens. It is aboutimappens between boys engaged in a game andctiogrteat game
with life and God. For the last 15 years, he basled the lives of hundreds of young men. Jimothtced each one of
his 7" and &' grade players by having them step up onto a phatfehind the child were his football picture and
photo of the child in play on the field. Above imsage was scripture that was hand-picked by Jismfenthat
particular child. He identified the gifts that édaoy brought to the team, and spoke of their gleggand of their
victories. As each boy stood alone on that platfarervously looking out at a sea of faces, yodldteae him gradually
stand a little taller, square his shoulders, aodive Coach Ens’ praise with humble honor. Thdsesseated before
that boy began to see him through God’s eyes. eltwese honorable men being introduced to us.

Eleven years ago, my nephew attended Saint Thoimasnember my sister Carol telling me of his latgsit to Dave
Faber's office. Bobby Nowak is now 24 years old &as returned to Saint Thomas as tharid &' grade football
coach. Now, Carol tells me of his latest visit llgrand how he talks endlessly about “his boys”thvdimost fatherly
pride, he spoke at the banquet of his team, argktkiols know that he cares about them beyond coguébotball.

Sitting at tables were entire families, celebratimg football season with their sons. Sistersthiens, grandparents and
former coaches surrounded these football warriaiis teir admiration. Julie Line and Bob Neumaneated a
stunning photo tribute to the season, and at theéthe evening, surprised Jim Ens with a findlea thanking him for
his years of coaching our young men. | can't esprmpletely how powerful that video was last highheir
professional talents are so graciously and freeigrgto our community.

Sitting next to me were Dave Faber and his wifeaBail know how busy Dave is these days, yet hk tio® time to
come and honor the boys as well as to honor Jietiement. | say this often, but sincerely: Ohitdren are
continually blessed by the constant presence aigand faith filled adults who work together t@pide a nurturing
environment. Saint Thomas is a blessed gad

wondrous place indeed. 1

~ Suzi Furtwangler
Principal $ n
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Check out the AMAZING Video Tribute i . C?Et.ready for the cold! ,
honor of Jim Ens done by our 7th and 8 J We will be bringing short and long sleeve polo’s,

grade football players with the professio pants, sweaters and plaid skirts

expertise and talents of our own Julie Li to help you fit your children.
and Bob Line Neumann on the homepads

of our website at; www.stthomasgr.org Stop by the Ministry Center on Thursday evening

on our school facebook page at: November 17th, between 5-7 p.m.
www.facebook.com/saintthomasgr.
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We DONOT wish to receive the Pieces electronically. Pless®l our paper copy home with:

Student’'s Name:

Grade/Teacher’'s Name:

Signature:




2

A blur whizzes past you and behind it, the fairgrdécof play-doh and crayons.

This blur is our preschool teachBetsy Edgerton Quietly tucked above the

Ministry Center, Betsy does her magic on little ®aed their parents, away froi

the bustle of the rest of the school. She makieslitso easy, but what most

people do not see are the hours of preparatiommixnashing, cutting, gluing,

sorting and planning to make sure that every pdeh in her four year old cla:
experiences success. Once the little ones asfeeis theirs entirely. What moﬂ»fﬁii
don’t know, however, is that this year, Betsy igkiwag a few extra hours every fjfwe,
week to help me make sure that we are reachingraitirawing in children fron %
our neighborhood and parish. Betsy believes,das that our school is a
wonderful place to nurture children. We both badi¢hat our school has been
fixture in this community, and should naturallydelace of welcome and activity for all. Betsysswse extra hours
and then some, to make phone calls to existingli@srin our school to ask important questions tiregted answers for,
such as, “What is most important to you in youltdhkieducation?” and , “What would you like to desppen here?”.
She also has called all the new families to Sanarifas School to answer questions and to assurthéyaare feeling
warmly wrapped in the arms of their new school camity. As if this isn’t enough, Betsy is busy phamg events that
welcome into our school the children from parisd arighboring areas. We just had our second HaH@s Down, an
event that brought over 65 very small children toadr parents to our Ministry Center. Several gigirade leaders
came to lead the activities so that Betsy, trueitim, could just be available for the children. &ternate Tuesday
mornings, Betsy holds a community coffee time fi&®0 am until whenever the coffee runs out forgfaand school
adults. A variety of discussions take place, inguatty bringing parishioners into conversationd teithem know that
we value them in our school community. Adults wimolonger have children at Saint Thomas, yet renegatbour
school as a place where they felt needed and numid sonnections, come to coffee as well. Onaggosite Tuesday,
Betsy has a Lap Time in our chapel. She packsdioan full of moms and tots to pray, listen to @rgt make a craft
and even have guest speakers. Betsy is helpitadeca means for parish families, home schoolediésmand
neighbors to find friendship and fun at Saint Themhast Thursday, she brought four special needagy adults with
their job coaches to our school, as well as her sawn Drew. Every other week, they will returrhidp Mr. Ted with
maintenance and to do chores around the scho@w Df course, is not new to this! He couldn’t talke smile off of
his face as he introduced his friends to teaclehgdis and students. This partnership with Fdtdit Northern gives
the young adults an opportunity to perform worlaisafe and welcoming setting, and adds more diydmsbur
community.
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We give thanks for Mrs. Edgerton!

1 1
Betsy Edgerton whizzes through the hallways, happi#paring for ,++ $O, )
her next class, working through the details ofrtegt event or Box Tops for Education
bringing me her latest notes from the dozens ofptealls she make Labels for Education
on my behalf. The energizer bunny has nothingetsy! Bottle Cap_s from glass bottles
. Old license plates
~ Mrs. Suzi Furtwangler
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That the Eastern Catholic Churches and their venéta traditions may be known and esteemed as a Bjyatitreasure
for the whole Church.

(%)
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“It is incumbent upon parents to cooperate closeith the school teachers to whom they entrust ttigidren to be
educated; in fulfilling their duty teachers aredollaborate closely with parents who are to be imgly heard and for
whom associations or meetings are to be inauguratetiheld in great esteem.”

~ THE REVISED CODE OF CANON LAW 1E|83
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This year's Operation Christmas Child project ifuithswing but we still need your helq
The corporate donation that we have received gtewa years is not available this yed
We are in desperate need of the following items:

Bar soap

Toothbrushes

Toothpaste

Perhaps there is a parishioner out there that efnus secure a large quantity of these items.

OUR DONATION BINS ARE EMPTY! We need to get those item donations coming md&e this year’s project a
success. Please see the attachment in this edftibe Pieces for list of items needed.

Our annual Packing Party is coming up soon, scsple@ake plans to join us &aturday, November 19 anytime
between 9AM — 1PM. We will fill the shoe boxes with donated itememiily photos and personal letters. Itis a
wonderful event and we would love to have your fgrattend.

Please call Maureen Jones (454-2107) with any munsst And thanks for your support#! Mrs. Maureen Jones

$ .3

Celebrate Life Week

A big thank you to Mary Baxter & Jeniece Buczek,
Celebrate Life Week Chairs, and to their committee
members: Donna Valente, Andrea Gumbko, Lucyna
Dieleman, Jane Krug and Kimberly Angelwood for
making Celebrate Life Week such a success.

All Saints Day Parent Catechists

The Christian Prayer: The Liturgy of the Hours for
November 1, All Saints Day, Canticle of Zechariah
reads, The Saints will shine like the sun in the kingdg
of their Father, Alleluid'

The sun was shining upon Saint Thomas the Apostle
we had many wonderful parents come into the classr,
and be catechists. Thank you to: Rachel Perdug; Ke
Wohlgemuth, Tracy Bandlow, Lisa Mullen, Jackie

Fornetti, Patricia Corcoran, Anne Pinter, Maureen

Muraski, Bobby & Rachel Hazelton, JT Weis, Chris
Mondroski, Tabitha Lourido, Denise Deveau, Julie
France, Lucyna Dieleman, Shawn Doyle, Joni Maure

-0(

Laura Mangan, Ellen Mikolay, Tom Welch, Mike Den,

Kay Trenshaw, Sarah Faber, Mary Beth Rott, Geraly
Stormzand, Lois Ens, and Mara DeBoer.

The children had a great time and we were so lidessg
with so many great volunteers! Our next Parent
Catechist day is December 8th, the Feast of the
Immaculate Conception. If you have not alreadyaib
up and are interested in celebrating the Immaculate
Conception of Mary with the students, please callan
452-0444 or email me at jandal43@aol.com

On Friday, November 18th we will be having our
Thanksgiving Mass in honor of our great voluntders

show them how thankful we are. We would be honoied

to have you join us at 9:55 a.m. | have attached a
separate invitation. ~ Mrs. Angela Yondo
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All 8th graders who wish to attend either
Catholic Central or West Catholic High
Schools must take a mandatory High
School Placement Test (HSPT) prior to
applying for high school entrance. Informationtbe
testing is below:

When: Saturday, November 19, 2011

Where: All testing administered at Cathedral Square,
360 Division Ave S

Time: Check-in begins at 8:00 a.m.
Testing begins at 8:30 a.m.

=

Cost: $20*(unless you qualify for Free/Reduced Lunch)
Register: Students Must Pre-Register for this Test

Registration forms available atwww.grcss.org chick
either Catholic Central or West Catholic and gth®
Admissions tab for registration procedures

Questions:Jackie Stetson-CCHS (616-233-5802) or
Tammy Dykema-WCHS (616-233-5920)

PLEASE NOTE: This is theLAST Testing Sessiorfor
current 8th graders who wish to attend Catholict@¢ior
West Catholic next year.

—
=

God bless our
Veterans!
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,(, ) The 2011/2012 School Directory went home with the
# oldest or only student of the family the week ot@ber

24", Thank you to Suzanne VanderZee, Natalie Syrba

and Linda Kaminski or copying, collating and binglin

Please make the following change to the Smith famil

information:

If you are new to our school or still need to att&firtus
training, (required for all school volunteers),gde note
the upcoming sessions:

Cathedral Square (Grand Rapids) Ryan & Dawn Smith

360 Division Avenue S : :
Tuesday, December 6 @ 9:00 a.m. é‘:gggg;% izg,ml\t/lel Cét19 I&\sl:)\f\zll-2625
If you plan to attend one of these sessions, and hat
already registered, please register online asvistio ) !
)
Go towww.virtus.org If you signed up for the “Parishioner” rate of toit at
- Click “Registration” Saint Thomas School, please be sure to put ariraffer
- Click “Begin the Registration Process” envelope in the collection basket every time yderat
- Select Diocese of Grand Rapids as the Mass at Saint Thomas... .
organization. . . . el'mg
- You will be required to enter a UserID an even if you give electronically EIIVG]O es
password (of your choice) or you cannot afford to put any /-//P“,\
- Fill out registration form money in the envelope. ”//f}f/;:'j \
: N
- Choose a location This is our primary way of knowing CZ -
that you are attending Mass at Sai A
" Thomas regularly.
Junior High Students—don't forget to continue prayi If you forget your offering envelopes, you can ase
for the baby you have spiritually adopted! check; it works the same way.

If you don’t put any money in the envelope, plebse
sure to mark the outside of the envelope with a
$0.00 in the amount field, or mark the box that
says, “l gave electronically”.

If you do not attend Mass at Saint Thomas regulédy
C you are receiving the lower “Parishioner” ratewfion,
£ please contact Dawn Olney at 459-4662 extensiort@04
switch to the higher “Non-Parishioner” rate of imiit, or
" begin attending on a regular, weekly basis, and/put
O $ ( $ envelope in the offering so that we can tell.
~ Mrs. Dawn Olney

Every day at Saint Thomas School 3
you can pray the Rosary with other (\ -~
A A
X

parents and friends. You can pray
for our school, our teachers, your g;g’i’b

children, the sick, a special 5 Py
intention, yourself or for any ‘ﬁt Franciscan Life Process Center
reason at all. Please feel welcome 1
to join many other men and women
who would like to lift up a Rosary to Our Blessed Wednesday, November 9, 2011, 4-7 p.m.
‘Mother. No prior experience necessary. 640 5th Street NW, Grand Rapids, M|
3:00 pmeveryMonday, Wednesday, Friday (former St. Adalk')e'rt s School) _
(right before school lets out) - Enter the building off of Davis Street
) Refreshments will be provided by Noto’s Old World
8:00 ameveryTuesday, Thursday ltalian Dining

(right after school starts) - Call (616) 897-7842 for more information
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Ambassador Secchia read with the students on Tayrdtbvember 3, 2011. He read
to the younger classes the bobleaven is For Reah young boy’s story about his trip
to heaven and back. He also read a passage adingttde right thing to the middle

school classes.

Mr. Secchia is a well-known philanthropist and commity advocate, and even though
he is retired from his position as CEO of UnivefSatest Products, he still maintains
regular business hours in his tireless pursuitinfifaising for the

Republican party.

Some interesting notes about Ambassador Seccthiatifie started working in the

lumbar field in the early 1960s. He joined a compwith only three other employees. He stated Imeec work early
and he stayed late. A few years later he bought@mpany, and at that time they were seven empsoy€his
company eventually began National Forest Prodacid,currently employs over 5,000 people!

He was ambassador to Italy from 1989-1993.

We thank Mr. Secchia for visiting Saint Thomas Ap®stle School! He receives numerous requestsisairne, and we

are fortunate education is a top priority for him.

2 #

The Saint Thomas the Apostle
Education Foundation is selling bricks
which will create a permanent pathway
outside the front main entrance to our
school and outside the front of the
Ministry Center.

These bricks make wonderful gifts for

alumni, teachers, current students, and

friends of Saint Thomas—think birthdays,
anniversaries, Christmas! Or, why not honor a fami
member who has passed, and leave a lasting mewrory f
future generations. If you purchase a brick forigthras,
in memoriam, or any special occasion, we will jpdeva
beautifully printed card for the recipient of yagift,
acknowledging their special day and your pricegfis
This is a gift that will last long beyond the otlytits they
unwrap, not only in the physical brick they willese
countless times, but in the gift toward educattomili
provide to current and future generations of Saildmas
students.

Please consider buying a brick for our big instaila
next fall. Maureen Muraski will be on hand for you
credit card purchases during some of the scheduled
Parent/Teacher conference times. Donations to the
Education Foundation help our kids now and 100s/ear
from now. Please help. You can return your brick

~ Mrs. Liz Aschwege

2

.2

Wednesday, December 28, 2011
12U-18U Players

Elite Baseball & Softball Training Facility

1100 Hynes Ave SW, Grand Rapids

<

Clinic 1: Hitting/Fielding Clinic

Clinic 2: Pitching/Catching Clinic

You will not want to miss this great opportunityligten
to and be instructed by one of the top hittingrinsors in
the Boston Red Sox organization, along with a farme

Florida Marlins pitcher and a fantastic high schamad
college coach.

Costs for the clinics are $60.00 per clinic or $160
both. Payment must accompany sign up form.

Registration forms are available in the Welcome and
Information Center near the school entrance.

order forms with a check at any time to the officex Mrs. Maureen Muraski
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As the weather gets cooler and we eat more sourd, fdoget to clip your Labels for Education pointgh the barcode.

There has been some new partners including Glasl Bagerald nuts and Dannon yogurt. Below aréhallRarticipating
Products to date. ~ Mrs. Kimberly Angelwood

These labels give us points which we use to ordeeé art,
athletics and academic supplies and aids for our Bool.
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Dear Saint Thomas Families:

Hopefully, all of you have had a chance to lookhatwebsite with all the new additions. Also, mafsthe information
on the website can be found in the directory tHaifayou have received. Our goal is to keep ydormed and abreast
of everything Home and School is doing.

As teachers are preparing for report cards andecentes, Home and School has been planning therdifor the first
night of conferences. For those that have voknet®, you may have already received a call or youlsl be receiving
a call to bring a dish to pass. Thank you to thtbaewill generously donate.

As mentioned in the previous Pieces, OperationgBhes Child will be hosting their packing day onugday,
November 19th. Please bring any donations susklasol supplies, small toys, or a monetary gif66f00 to school.
Red bins have been set up all throughout scholoks@ boxes demonstrate God's love in a tangible Wapu have
guestions or want more information, Maureen Joaesbe reached atjonesgr@yahoo.com

Again, check out the “Save the Date” section fotrad future parent gatherings. Thank you to thgad Family and
Klein Family for hosting the Preschool 3 and 5tadg Parent Gatherings, respectively!

Finally, the Home and School board would like targhthat Melissa Sharpe has decided to join thedesVice
President of Home and School for the 2011-2012agjear. We are excited to have her on board. v8lhéee
assisting with various projects and keep the lofesommunication open with committee chairs. Msdiss married to
George Sharpe and they have Elle in Kindergartenfamelia in Preschool 4 and two future hornets:¥av8& and
Drew 1! Please extend a warm welcom

Have a blessed November!

Sincerely,
Lisa Mullen

#6

Teachers spend an averagé&62of
their own money to fund classroom
supplies and basic necessities that
needed throughout the year. Home
and School supplies a small stipend
to help assist with those needed
expenses every year. Thank you,
parents!
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Parent Grade Gatherings

November 11 Kindergarten Hosted by Denise and Jeremy @tinn
November 12  Third Grade  Hosted by Laurie and Brian Fitzdgr
November 18  Preschool 4 and'4Grade Hosted by Lisa and Nate W
December 3 Eighth Grade Hosted by Linda and Stanley Kahiins

Home and School Sponsored Events

November 16th Teacher Conference Dinner hosteddme and School
November 18  Operation Christmas Child
December 8 Feast of Immaculate Conception

PICTURE HAS BEEN
REMOVED FOR INTERNET

SAFETY PURPOSES

Front Row: Kelsey Barth, Austin Baxter, Lillian Krug
Middle Row: Isabela Karel, Audrey Patterson,

Tomas Kovarik

Back Row: Michael Jepsen, Lizzi Rott, Dylan Sykes

olf



PICTURES HAVE BEEN REMOVED FOR INTERNET
SAFETY PURPOSES

Front Row: Kimberlin Mayhew, Christina
Hermiz, Sarah Rott, Billy Mikolay

Back Row: Max Lawrence, Dylan
Wohlgemuth, Elena Spicer

Front Row: Sophia Jepsen, Lucie Kovarik,
Kyria Grinnell

Middle Row: Zach Baxter, Brendan Ferratt,
Lucas Jaracz, Jack Cork

Back Row: Grace Braselton, Kenzie Thomson,
Brian Langlois

PICTURES HAVE BEEN REMOVED FOR INTERNET
SAFETY PURPOSES

Front Row: Luke Horrigan, Mary Wheeler,

Daniel Tanis

Middle Row: Owen LaVoie, Liam Regan,
Sarah Espinosa, Rayanne Pierce

Back Row: Caitlin Mullen, Eli Fetterhoff,
Abby Tietema

Front Row: Joseph Blanco, Grace Pinter
Middle Row: Regina Faber, Nevada Flynn, Ben Wel¢ch
Back Row: Abby Choffel, David Bridge, Charlie Jordan
















Guardian Name(s): --

Guardian Number:

Emergency Contact Number:

E-malil:

Child Number 1 Name:

Age:

Health Concerns // Allergies // Special Needs:

Grade:

Child Number 2 Name:

Age:

Health Concerns // Allergies // Special Needs:

Grade:

Child Number 3 Name:

Age:

Health Concerns // Allergies // Special Needs:

Grade:

Child Number 4 Name:

Age:

Health Concerns // Allergies // Special Needs:

Grade:
















