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Spring Program TONIGHT 
Don’t forget that our Spring Program is TONIGHT at 
7:00 pm at the Aquinas College’s Fieldhouse.  As is our 
custom, an “admission” will be charged.  We are  
requesting donations of canned foods or personal hygiene 
products such as toothpaste, toilet paper, deodorant, etc., 
to help stock our parish pantry.  Thank you for all you do 
to help make this event a success!            ~ Mrs. Proulx 

Spirit T-Shirts on Sale TONIGHT! 
Our special School Spirit T-shirts featuring this year’s 
theme, “The Gifts You Have Been Given, Give as a Gift,” 
will be sold tonight at the Spring Program.  If you don’t 
buy them tonight, but wish to order some, all orders are 
due by this Friday, May 20th. 

Summer Volunteers Needed 
During this summer, in preparation for the August return 
of our students, we are making some exciting changes in 
the use of some of the spaces in our school.  This will  
require moving things from one room to another.  If you 
are willing to volunteer for a “moving day”, or if your 
middle school or high school child needs service hours 
and is willing to help out, please contact Mrs. Furtwangler 
or Mr. Ted.  We will give you a list of dates that we need 
help and will add you to our moving crew.   
 

Volunteer Sign Up sheets will be available in Room 3 

after all Masses this coming weekend, May 21st and 

22nd.   You will also be able to see maps, ask questions, 
or take a tour of our exciting new changes scheduled over 
the next two summers.  Thanks, in advance, for your  
gracious offer of time! 

MAPTM Testing Results 
The results of the spring session of MAPTM tests will be 
sent home with the final report cards on the last day of 
school. 

7th Grade Can/Bottle Drive  

Tomorrow and Friday, May 19-20 
Please help the 7th graders be GREEN and raise funds for 
their fall science trip to Chicago and spring graduation trip, 
by donating your clean, empty returnable cans and  
bottles.  To make it easy, students will collect your  
donations in the car pick-up lines both Thursday and  
Friday.  We appreciate any donations you can offer!  The 
class will continue their school-wide can drive in  
September with a second set of collection dates and asks 
families to consider saving their returnables.  Any donation 
is greatly appreciated.  Students in the class of 2012 will be 
collecting individually over the summer to work toward 
their personal goal.   

Blessings 
Our Saint Thomas community  
continues to be blessed with new 
families, new students, and now 
we are pleased to tell you that we 
will have a new baby next  
September.  Mrs. VanDyke, our 
third grade teacher, is expecting 
her fourth child in the fall!  We  
celebrate God’s goodness to her family, and His gift of 
children to our parish and school family.  We are already 
planning for a smooth transition next year when Mrs. 
VanDyke leaves temporarily and her full time substitute 
steps in.  We will carefully select the teacher who will 
partner with Mrs. VanDyke while she is on maternity 
leave.  When her daughter Tessa was born two years ago, 
Mrs. VanDyke was greatly involved with weekly lesson 
planning, correcting papers, daily communication with 
her substitute, as well as with the parents.  Many families  
commented that they felt that she never left!  We  
anticipate a similarly smooth transition next year, and 
congratulate the VanDyke family on their joyous news. 



Holy Father’s Prayer Intention for May 2011 
That those who work in the media may always respect truth, solidarity and the dignity of each person.  

With Love from Our Principal 
Last Thursday at our Parish Staff meeting, Father Jim invited us to walk the grounds with him.  With the same pride that 
a mother might show off her child’s artwork, Father Jim introduced us to new young trees, the lovely purple and white 
lilacs that he planted by the gate line near Holland Home, the billions of happy little forget-me-nots that fill the many 
gardens around the rectory, and his roses.  Here is a man with the responsibility of a parish and school, and with Saint 
Francis-like love, he is simply and utterly at peace with the world when he is in the garden.  My admiration for Father 
Jim grows every time I meet him in an encounter of this sort.  He sets the buzzing interference of worry aside and praises 
God for the beauty of nature, the smell of soil, the birth of new buds and even the weeds.  I strive to be more like him, 
and found myself similarly at peace at the First Eucharist celebrations.  The innocence and sincerity of those beautiful 
second graders created in me the same sort of euphoric calm that flowers and soil create for Father Jim…God blesses us 
with so much to be thankful and proud of in our lives.  We need a little Father/Farmer Jim to help us see that sometimes! 
 

Despite the yearning for some calm, I thrive in the excitement of planning and preparing something wonderfully  
innovative.  I met last week with Nannette Clatterbuck, Assistant Provost of Aquinas College, to discuss something that I 
am very excited about.  Every year we lose a few talented and creative students to Zoo or Blandford schools for their 
sixth grade year.  I certainly can’t blame them.  These are great alternative programs that offer hands-on science  
experience in the field.  Mrs. Zakrajsek asked me why they leave, and my answer was, “Who wouldn’t want to do this?”  
That started the wheels turning and began a series of meetings that hopefully will result in a Catholic environmental/  
sustainability program that will provide another alternative for those children who might be considering Zoo or  
Blandford schools.  My vision in this program is not to compete with these fine alternatives, but rather to provide a 
uniquely Catholic program that would focus on sustainability, service learning, the environment, ethics and a truly hands 
on approach to problem solving in our own community on the campus of our Catholic college next door.  Aquinas  
College has a school of Sustainable Business, a wonderful Science Education department, and a school of Education, of 
which many of our faculty are alumni, myself included.  I hope to help create a Catholic program that would offer  
students in the diocese, already enrolled in Catholic schools, an opportunity that would keep them enrolled at their 
Catholic school, and allow them to leave at lunchtime to attend the alternative program at Aquinas.  This would allow 
them to maintain their peer relationships in their own school rather than be removed for a year, and would enable them to 
be eligible to play on our diocesan sports teams.  The next step is to gather a visionary team together to give the program 
a name, flesh out the particulars of the curriculum, invite community partners into the planning and programming, and 
set in place a timeline for implementation.  If everything falls into place, we are hoping to offer a pilot program in the 
last quarter of the next school year.  I welcome your thoughts, ideas and suggestions! 
 

Two important events are approaching, and I ask for your prayers for our children.  Next week is our tenth annual 7th 
Grade Leadership and Unity Retreat.  Mrs. Walch and I are taking 35 seventh graders to Camp Blodgett for an intense 
two days of team building and leadership training in preparation for their 8th grade year of leadership.  Two weeks later, 
our 32 eighth graders will graduate and begin their life away from the protective and loving arms of Saint Thomas.  
These 67 children need to be lifted in prayer by our community as much has been given to them…much will be  
expected.  They represent the combined love, commitment, devotion and dedication of parents, teachers, parish and  
community.  They are leaders, strong in their education, and faith-filled.  Keep them in your prayers and thoughts. 
 

Our year is quickly coming to a close…is this really possible?  Thank you for your gracious help, your understanding in 
my first year, and your support.  In truth, as I tell prospective families, it is a village raising these children! 
 

Suzi Furtwangler, Principal 

Pictures, Pictures, Pictures! 
If it’s true that a picture speaks 1,000 words, then we have 
been speaking volumes this year!  Be sure to check out 
some of the picture collages on our bulletin board in the 
church basement, as well as our picture albums on our 
website at www.stthomasgr.org/gallery and on our  
facebook page at www.facebook.com/saintthomasgr  
under the photos tab on the left-hand side of the page. 

Crayon Mosaic 
Wanted -  Empty Crystal Light containers with their lids or 
similar containers.  These containers will be used to store 
crayon tips. Drop off your donation to the school office. 

Important Notice! 
Grace Street and Carlton Avenue will be closed all day on 
Saturday, May 21, 2011 for repairs. 





An Invitation To Pray  

The Rosary in Church  
 Every day at Saint Thomas School you 
can pray the Rosary with other parents and friends.   
  
    3:00 p.m. every Monday, Wednesday, Friday  

(right before school ends)  

 8:00 a.m. every Tuesday, Thursday  
(right after school starts)    

Email Address Request 
We would like to create an email database that can be used to communicate emergency, vital or relevant information to 
families in a fast and efficient manner.  Examples would be school closings, weather information, hot lunch changes 
etc…  This would not be the final or only communication, but it would be very helpful in providing information to  
families quickly.  If you would like us to include your email address in this database, please fill in the information below 
and return to the school office.  Thank you for your help.  ~  Suzi Furtwangler 
 
Email address:  ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Student/Family Name: _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Signature: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Church Speaks  
 

 

                                     
    

The achievement of this specific aim of the Catholic school depends not so much on subject matter or methodology 
as on the people who work there. The nobility of the task to which teachers are called demands that, in imitation of 
Christ, the only Teacher, they reveal the Christian message not only by the word but also by every gesture of their 
behavior. 

 The Catholic School –  
1977 – Sacred Congregation for Catholic Education 

Field Day 
Field day is scheduled for NEXT MONDAY, May 23rd, 
from 9:00-11:00 a.m., and from 12:30-2:30 p.m.  Many  
volunteers are needed to make this day run smoothly.  If you 
are able to help, please contact Ward Yondo @ 452-0444. 

Eighth Grade Lip Dub on Facebook 

Girls on the Run Shoe Drive 
The Saint Thomas Girls on the Run teams are collecting 
new and gently used shoes for children and adults which 
will be donated to “In the Image”. You may drop off the 
shoes in the container outside Mrs. Pieri’s room, or you 
may bring them to the Spring Program tonight! These 
two teams will also organize the donations for the Saint  
Thomas pantry which is being collected at the Spring  
Program. Way to go, girls!!! 

Juice Machine 
The Juice Machine in the junior high hallway is now 
empty and will be removed.  Mr. Bill Dripchak, the owner 
of the business that provides this machine, has been very 
ill and will no longer be providing this service. 

8th Grade Graduation Photos 
A Professional photographer will be taking a class picture 
on Wednesday, June 8, on the night of graduation.  The 
price for each 8 x10 photo is $13.00.  Order forms went 
home last week with 8th grade students.  If you would 
like to order a photo, please send the completed form with  
payment to the school office by Friday, May 27.  Make 
checks payable to:  Saint Thomas the Apostle School.  
Order forms are also available in the Welcome and  
Information Center near the school entrance.  Photos will 
be mailed to you in June.  Please note that the photo will 
be taken at 6:30 p.m. sharp.  Graduates are asked to be 
at church no later than 6:15 p.m. on the day of graduation. 

Uniform Item Description 
Please remember when shopping for school clothes for 
the 2011/2012 school year to please take the attached 
Uniform Item Description sheet or Educational Outfitter’s 
Uniform Catalog with you.  If you have any questions, 
please call the school office at 458-4228, or bring your 
item(s) with tags attached to the office for approval. 
Please note the changes on this description go into  

effect next school year beginning August 30, 2011.   

8th Grade Lip Dub 
The 8th graders, under the direction of Mr. Baxter, have 
created a lip dub showcasing our awesome school and  
students.  You can view their lip dub by going to our  
website at www.stthomasgr.org and clicking on the link.  
This will take you right to the video on our Facebook page 
(which you can view even if you don’t have a Facebook  
account). Congratulations, 8th graders, on a job well done! 





Protecting God’s Children 

Awareness Sessions   
 

If you are new to our school or still need to attend Virtus 
training, (required for all school volunteers), please note 
the upcoming sessions: 
 

Our Lady of Consolation (Rockford) 
4865 Eleven Mile Road 
Saturday, June 11, 2011 @ 9:00 a.m. 
 

Cathedral Square (Grand Rapids) 
360 Division S.  
Wednesday, October 19, 2011  
please call Nikki Taylor for time (456-1443) 
  

Cathedral Square (Grand Rapids) 
360 Division S.  
Tuesday, December 6, 2011 @ 9:00 a.m. 
 

If you plan to attend one of these sessions, and have not 
already registered, please register online as follows:  
 

Go to www.virtus.org 
  • Click “Registration” 
  • Click “Begin the Registration Process” 
  • Select Diocese of Grand Rapids as the  
              organization. 

  • You will be required to enter a UserID and  
                     password (of your choice) 

  • Fill out registration form       
      • Choose a location  

College for Kids 
A listing of this summer’s College for Kids offerings and  
a registration form are attached to this Pieces.  A complete 
listing with descriptions is also available online on the 
homepage of our website at www.stthomasgr.org.                                     

Vocation Novena 
Thank you to all those families who responded to the call 
to pray the Vocation Novena.   We started with two bags 
filled with prayers.  We are missing one of these bags!  If 
your family prayed the Novena, could you please look 
through your house?  If you sent it back to school, could 
you please ask your child to check their locker or  
classroom?  Thanks for your help. 

Catholic Central Spanish 

Placement Test 
8th graders who will attend Catholic Central next year 
have the opportunity to place into the Spanish II class 
with a test.  The hour-long test will be given on Saturday, 
May 21st at 8:00 a.m. at Catholic Central in Room 202 
(meet at main doors at 7:55 a.m.).  Students are to bring a 
#2 pencil. Basic vocabulary, comprehension,  
communication, grammar and writing skills will be  
evaluated. To sign up, or for any questions, please call 
World Language Chair, Sandra Vesbit, at 233-5856, or 
email sandyvesbit@grcss.org.  

Thank you to our Parent  

Volunteers 
Thank you to the following parents who covered for the 
teachers during the Teacher Appreciation Week Brunch: 
Chris Mondroski, Veronica Perdue, Anne Pinter,  
Christina Rosloniec, Mark Triestram, Amy Bocian, Ellen 
Mikolay, Connie Rellinger, Mike Dent, Mara DeBoer, 
Lisa Gooch, Tanya Molotky, Maureen Muraski, Rachel 
Perdue, Denise Deveau, and Liz Aschwege. 
 

We truly appreciate you taking the time to help our  
teachers feel the deep appreciation we have for all their 
hard work! 

Donation of Starter Herbs for 

Saint Thomas 
THANK YOU to Groundswell CSA for their generous 
donation of starter herbs for the Habitat.  These herbs will 
be used in the hot lunch program and for educational  
activities. Groundswell CSA is a Community Supported 
Agriculture farm located in Zeeland. This five-acre farm 
feeds 150 families, attends two farmers markets and  
donates surplus to a homeless shelter. WOW! 
 

For an average of $22 a week, a CSA share provides a 
shareholder with an abundant variety of fresh, local  
produce weekly from June-Oct.   They can also be found 
at the Fulton Street Farmers Market on Saturdays. Stop by 
to meet them and thank them for the “Gifts they have 
Given.”  For more information about available shares visit 
them at www.Groundswellfarm.org or contact Katie 
Brandt at (616)885-7776.   

Band 2011-2012 
An exciting change will occur next 
year in our band program!  Our own 
Kathy Proulx will be our new band 
teacher.  Kathy is fully certified to 
teach band, and has come up with a 
creative program that will include a  
possible Aquinas internship to add sectional instruction.  
We will still require band for fifth graders for the first half 
of the year, and then vocal for the second half.  Middle 
school band will meet at lunch time on Tuesday and 
Thursdays.  We will still be a part of the partner school 
band program, as we will still use the same music, and 
participate in the partner school band performances.  
More information will be coming home soon! 



Our Newly Confirmed Saint Thomas School Students 
Max Aulbach                Joseph Murphy 
Keegan Barth                Thomas Murray 
Noah Bosse                 Kathleen O’Neil 
Kathleen Doyle               Jackson Paul 
Molly Fitzgerald              Zachary Prindle 
Montserrat Gonzalez-Guiterrez    Claire Salinas 
Blare Gooch                 James Stormzand 
Riley Henry                 Rachel Syrba 
Jessica Herold                Osta Thomson 
Emma Jensen                Emily Tietema 
Molly Kane                 Joseph Trenshaw  
Madeline Lambert             Elizabeth VanderZee 
Shannon McNeely             Gabriel Yondo 
Taylor Molotky               Zachary Yuncker 
             Jordan Ziemke 

Congratulations to: 

and Our Saint Thomas  School First Communicants 
Caleb Alfaro           Owen LaVoie 
Madelyn Bocian        Charlie Lincolnhol 
Ben Bridge            Jane McElwee 
Lucas Chalfoun         Daniel Mikolay 
Miles Cuppy           Caitlin Mullen 
Emma DenBraber       Rayanne Pierce 
Gianna Deveau         Sydney Rodgers 
Francesca Dieleman      Lara Sandborn 
Thomas Doyle          Elijah Shiel 
Sarah Espinosa         Noah Simonait 
Elijah Fetterhoff        Sophia Stegehuis 
Nicholas Figueroa       Mia Stott 
Rory Fitzgerald         Abigail Tietema 
Charlotte France        Cole VanDyke 
Lucas Horrigan         Clare Wadaga 
Grace Jermstad         Colin Walch 
Marie Kieras           Mary Wheeler 
Renee Langlois         Dillon White 

 



Reading with the S.T.A.R.S.    

Welcomes 

Dr. James Fahner  
 

Dr. Fahner, Division Chief of Pediatric Hematology/Oncology at Helen 
DeVos Children’s Hospital, read from Robert K. Massie’s book, Nicholas 
and Alexandra. He picked this book because the Russian czar’s  heir/son 
had hemophilia.  Dr.  Fahner donated a copy of this book for our school 
library. 
 

The students were engaged in asking Dr. Fahner questions.  One student 
asked the insightful question of whether chemotherapy treatments were 
more difficult for the patient or for the parents.  Dr. Fahner answered all 
questions and commented several times that the students had really good 
questions for him!  Seventh grader, Ryan Jones, presented Dr. Fahner 
with a Saint Thomas The Apostle shirt. 
 

Dr. Jim Fahner is serving a second term as Board Chairman of the  
Make-A-Wish Foundation of Michigan and is Associate Professor in the 
Department of Pediatrics/Human Development at Michigan State  
University and Clinical Assistant Professor in the Department of  
Pediatrics and Communicable Diseases at the University of Michigan. 
 

Saint Thomas the Apostle School’s students, staff, and faculty were  
privileged to have him as our guest! 
 

~ Liz Aschwege 

Library News 
It is that time of year again! The library is now closed for year end inventory. In order to make this process smooth, we 
need all books returned to the library. Our volunteers will be busy scanning each book into the computer to ensure that 
no books have been misplaced during the school year. Please do a double check in backpacks, cars and rooms for school 
library books. We really appreciate your help in getting these books in as soon as possible.  
 

Remember, if you have an overdue book, it must be returned BEFORE report cards are sent home or they will be held 
until your library account it cleared. 

Book Donations 
A big thank you to Kendal Duimstra 
for the donation of books. 



                      

Hot Lunch  
“Field to Fork” 

Local PORK Coming to Our Hot Lunch Menu 
It is a constant exploration of our local food system that gives rise to a gem like this. The Saint 
Thomas lunch team has been able to develop a relationship to access locally produced pork  
Products, which means a multitude of good things for you and your children! The largest benefit is 
knowing what you are feeding your body. With locally produced food, you have access to the  
producer and can ask what sorts of farming techniques are used. Does this food contain growth  
hormones, antibiotics, or other synthetic fertilizers? The pork being sourced for our lunch program 

does not contain any of the above, which means healthier, more nutrient-rich foods for you and your children. Learn 
more at: http://www.localharvest.org/buylocal.jsp. 
 

Another benefit is the increase of money circulating in our own community. For every $100 spent locally, $68 stays in 
this community. This means more is available to be spent here, not just on retail items but also in the form of jobs and 
philanthropy. More on this can be found at: http://www.localfirst.com/why_local_first/chart/. 

Take the Enviro Food Quiz  
How far does the average fruit or vegetable travel from 
field to fork? 

a. 50 miles  
b. 500 miles  
c. 1,500 miles  

For the answer, go online to:                                           
http://www.earthshare.org/2009/06/field-to-fork-green-
quiz-challenge.html. 

What’s in  

Season Now?  
Since this is May and we live 
in Michigan, local vegetables, 
and fruits will be coming into 
season and at a market near 
you! I saw our first asparagus at the Fulton Street 
Farmer’s Market this morning, and oh, is it good! So 
fresh, so sweet, so nutrient-rich!  
 

Over the summer, explore the nutrient-rich foods of 
Michigan right where it was grown on 
the farm and at farmer’s markets. For a 
list of local destinations see: http://
www.localharvest.org/. Enjoy! 

• Keep visible reminders—Keep a bowl of whole fruit on the table, counter, or in the 
refrigerator. 

• Think about taste—Buy fresh fruits in season when they may be less expensive and at 
their peak flavor. 

• Think about variety—Buy fruits that are dried, froze, and canned (in water or juice) as 
well as fresh, so that you always have a supply on hand. 

• Don’t forget the fiber—Make most of your choices whole or cut-up fruit rather than juice, for the benefits 
that dietary fiber provides. 

• Be a good role model—Set a good example for children by eating fruit every day with meals or as snacks. 
• Try fruit at breakfast—At breakfast, top your cereal with bananas, peaches, or strawberries; add  
       blueberries to pancakes; drink 100% juice. 
• Try fruit at lunch—At lunch, pack a tangerine, banana, or grapes to eat, or choose fruits from a salad bar. 
• Try fruit at dinner, too—At dinner, add crushed pineapple to coleslaw, or include mandarin oranges or 

grapes in a tossed salad. 
• Snack on fruits—Dried fruits make great snacks.  They are easy to carry and store well. 
• Keep fruits safe—Wash fruits before preparing or eating them.  Under clean, running water, rub fruits 

briskly with your hands to remove dirt and surface microorganisms. Dry after washing. 



THE GIFTS YOU HAVE RECEIVED, GIVE AS A GIFT 

Front Row:  Brady Patterson, Diego DeJong, 
Devon Cunningham 
Back Row:  Ella Mondroski, Noah Dent, Erin Murphy, 
Liam Doyle, Gabe Dalrymple 

Front Row:  Abby Tietema, Kyra Edwards, Caleb Alfaro 
Middle Row:  Colin Walch, Nick Figueroa, 
Lucas Chalfoun 
Back Row:  MacKenzie Schliem, Jack Domagalski, 
Mark Heun 

Front Row:  Kendal Duimstra, Sam DeBruyn 
Middle Row:  Patrick Fitzgerald, Regina Faber, 
Mary Grace Doyle 
Back Row:  Joe Trenshaw, Molly Kane, Harry Murray 

Catholic Central Athletic Camps 
Please see the attached flyer for the various sports 

camps offered during the summer by Catholic Central 

High School. 

West Catholic Fine Arts Camp 
June 20-24, 2011  

Students entering grades 4 – 8 in the Fall of 2011 

8:30 a.m. – 12:00 Noon 

$35.00 per student (Due with registration by May 31st) 
Classes in art, band, cartooning, choir, creative writing, 
drama, dance and graphic design will be offered.   
Brochures are available online at http://
www.westcatholicart.org or in the Welcome &  
Information Center near the school entrance. 

Spiritual Adoption 
The last meeting, for Jr. High students who have chosen  
to spiritually adopt a baby in danger of abortion, is  
Monday, May 23rd.  The meeting will be during the  
Religion classes. Looking forward to praying with 
you!  Keep up those powerful prayer!      ~ Mrs.Valente 

PICTURES HAVE BEEN REMOVED FOR INTERNET SAFETY PURPOSES 

PICTURES HAVE BEEN  
REMOVED FOR INTERNET 

SAFETY PURPOSES 


























