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  THE PEACEMAKER...  

Saint Thomas the Apostle Catholic School 
“School of Distinction” 

Dynamic Education  
Centered in Christ 
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· 2009/2010 Revised School Calendar 
· Catholic Central High School Calendar of Events 
· Catholic Central High School Junior Cougar Events 
· Notre Dame Glee Club Flyer 
· Educational Outfitters Flyer 
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We are working hard to bring the Science Olympiad ex-
perience to the middle school students as an afterschool 
enrichment class here at St. Thomas! We have a handful 
of experienced coaches from Catholic Central but we 
need parent volunteers as well! If you are interested in 
volunteering to be a coach, assistant coach, or help in any 
way, please contact Amy Zakrajsek, St. Thomas Enrich-
ment Teacher, at azakrajsek@stthomasgr.org. If you 
would like more information on Science Olympiad, the 
Michigan link is: http://www.michiganso.org/. We hope 
to have parent volunteers lined up by mid-October and 
begin the program with the students by November 1st. 
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Welcome to our Accreditation Team who will be visiting our school this week on 

Thursday, October 15 and Friday, October 16. 
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The Non-Uniform Day for the month of October has 
been changed to Monday, October 19 because on the 
regularly scheduled Non-Uniform Day Bishop Hurley 
will be here to celebrate Mass and visit classrooms.  
Therefore, it is important that uniforms are worn on 
Monday, October 26th. 
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We are looking for someone to process Campbell Soup 
and related food product labels.  This job consists of cut-
ting and counting labels, being the school contact for 
Campbell’s, letting teachers know the products available 
and placing orders.  If this sounds like a job for you, 
please call Angela Yondo at 452-0444. This is a great 
way to get extra equipment for the school! 
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Thursday, October 22 – Wednesday, October 28, 2009  
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Saint Thomas the Apostle Catholic School participates in 
the National Special Milk and Free and Reduced Price 
School Meal Program through the State of Michigan. If 
your income qualifies your family, you may receive free 
milk or free or reduced lunch for your children.  A Free 
Milk Family Application (for students in Preschool & 
Kindergarten) and a Free and Reduced Price School Meal 
Application (for students in grades 1-8) stating income 
eligibility are available in the Welcome & Information 
Center near the school entrance.  If at any time during 
the school year your total household income changes, 
please remember to check the application forms.  Please 
call Sue Ysasi at 458-4228 x300 in the school office if 
you have any questions. 
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Attention parents, friends and family! Mrs. Seitz, students 
in grades 1-8, and the MDI Committee cordially invite 
you to the Saint Thomas Student Art Show! All of our 
students will have artwork on display, each grade level 
will be showing art inspired by a different multicultural 
artist! Volunteers are needed to help mat and hang  
student art work, provide refreshments etc..  If you 
are interested, please contact Christiane Dent/MDI 
committee at 356-1757.  The event will be held at Saint  
Thomas on November 12th from 5-7 pm. All are welcome 
to attend! Don’t forget to bring your young artist!   
                                                        ~ Mrs. Jessica Seitz  
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As one of its goals, the Multicultural, Diversity and Inclu-
sion Committee (MDI) is moving from one Diversity 
Week a year to one diversity event a month throughout 
the school year! Starting with our own Art Prize featuring 
world-famous artists, St. Thomas students will have the 
opportunity to experience a variety of activities such as 
musicians/dancers, international library presentations, 
cultural games, partnership with Abney Academy and 
Holy Name of Jesus, international food, among others. 
 

We need your unique ideas, background and helping 
hands to make St. Thomas a community that thinks, feels 
and acts in ways that understand and respect ethnic, socio
-cultural and linguistic diversity. Our next meeting is on 
Thursday October 22, from 6:00-7:30 pm in the Faculty 
Conference Room. *Childcare provided. 
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If you are new to our school or an existing volunteer who 
still needs to attend Virtus training, (required for all 
school volunteers), please note the upcoming sessions: 
 

Holy Family Parish – Caledonia 
Tuesday, October 20, 2009 
9:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. 
 

St. Pius Parish – Grandville 
Tuesday, October 27, 2009 
6:30 p.m. 
 

St. Patrick Parish – Ada 
Wednesday, November 4, 2009 
6:30 p.m. 
 

If you plan to attend one of these sessions, and have not 
already registered, please register online as follows:    
     · Go to www.virtus.org 

  ·  Click “Registration” 
  · Click “Begin the Registration Process” 
  · Select Diocese of Grand Rapids as the  
   organization. 

  · You will be required to enter a UserID and  
   password (of your choice) 

  · Fill out registration form       
  · Choose a location 
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Saint Thomas School Families and Friends:   
 

 Every day at St. Thomas School you can pray the  
Rosary with other parents and friends.     
 You can pray for our School …. you can pray for our 
teachers … you can pray for your children  … you can 
pray for the sick … you can pray for a special intention  
… you can pray for yourself …   
 For any reason at all, please feel welcome to join many 
other men and women who would like to lift up a Rosary 
to Our Blessed Mother.  No prior experience necessary.   
 

 3:00 pm every Monday, Wednesday, Friday (right 
before school lets out) 
 

 8:00 am every Tuesday, Thursday (right after school 
starts)    

The Church Speaks: 
 

“The Catholic school forms part of the saving mission of the Church, especially for education in the faith.”  
 

THE CATHOLIC  SCHOOL  
1977 - Sacred Congregation for Catholic Education 
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Spiritual adoption begins Oct.27th.  
Students in 6th thru 8th grade will 
be given the opportunity to spiritu-
ally adopt a baby in danger of abor-
tion for the 9 months of the school 
year.  We will meet once a month 
during Religion class for reflection 
and prayer.  The students, who 
choose to participate, will be given 
a bottle to decorate with prolife 
stickers.  A prayer card will be attached.  They may col-
lect coins in the bottle.  The money will be donated to the 
St.Mary’s Crisis Pregnancy Center.  Looking forward to 
sharing heartfelt prayer with the students!                   
                                                       ~ Mrs. Donna Valente  
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These programs are designed specifically for the support of 
schools and non-profit groups.  The D&W Fresh Market 
School Days program and the Family Fare Cash for Class 
provides participating groups with cash to spend as they 
choose.  Here’s how the program works:   

Simply give the D&W Fresh Market or Family Fare cashier 
our school code – 94715 and 2% of your total  
purchase will automatically be credited to our school as a 
donation.   

The scheduled weeks for each store are listed below: 

 D&W Fresh Market School Days ~ October 11-17, 2009 
and November 22-28, 2009 

Family Fare Cash for Class ~ October 18-24, 2009 and  

November 29-December 5, 2009. 
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Please save those Box Tops for Education logos found on 
the top or bottom of General Mills products.  Simply tear 
or cut them from the packaging and send in with your 
child to school.  Each of these logos translates into FREE 
money for St. Thomas!�
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A large crayon mosaic mu-
ral is in the planning stages 
and we need lots of used or 
new crayons of all shapes, 
sizes and colors.  Just send 
them in to school with your 
child or give to Mrs. Furt-
wangler.  The finished piece will adorn the middle school 
hallway, and all students will have the opportunity to par-
ticipate in its creation. 
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Each issue of the  Pieces will feature a new search and find contest involving information 
located on our website.   
 

Students will need to fill out the form with the pertinent information and return the form to 
the school office by the Friday before the next Pieces.  A winner will be drawn from all 
correct entries received. Winners will receive a candy prize from our Webmaster and be 
listed in the next issue of the Pieces!  
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Each child from a family may enter the contest, but only one entry per student, please. Extra forms are available in the 
office, may be printed from the website, or you may write the information below on a separate piece of paper. 
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Name: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Grade: _____________       Teacher: ________________________________ 
 

Contest #2 Answer: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

             _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

I found the answer, too!  Parent Signature: ______________________________________________________ 
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Please keep donations of hand sanitizer and disinfectant wipes coming!!!! 
Thank you to all those who have donated already! 
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“Deliver a strong religious education program faithful to authentic Catholic teaching by engaging the gifts of the 
entire community.” 
 

This is the approach of the various Religious Education Committees as defined through the Long Range Planning 
process to help Saint Thomas School realize our vision.  We need volunteers for our committees who can share 
their gifts of time and talent in order to accomplish our goals.  Work on these important committees is fun and re-
warding without requiring a huge time commitment.   
 

A special plea to the fathers of Saint Thomas School students:  WE NEED YOU!  Our committees have many 
faith-filled people that have been doing outstanding work.  However, the committees could really benefit from 
having more men involved to bring new ideas to the table and a fresh perspective.  Please prayerfully  
consider volunteering for one of our committees listed below and help spread the foundations of the Catholic faith 
to our community.   
 

Celebrate Life Committee 
The Celebrate Life committee needs you!  We are looking for volunteers interested in helping to come up with and 
implement new and creative ways to help our students "Celebrate Life".  Our committee is responsible for the ac-
tivities, resources, etc. for "Celebrate Life Week" which takes place each year during the month of  
October.  This is a fun and important time for our children.  We would love as much help and input as we can 
get.  If you are interested please contact Casey DeBruyn at 682-0136.  
 

Vocations Committee 
WANTED:  Priests, Religious, Married, Singles... YOU!!!  Join the Vocations Committee to share your ideas for 
this year.  Our goal is to weave into the lives of kids and parents the fact that God has called each one for a special 
purpose.  We strive to accomplish that awareness at many different levels. In past years, our  'highlight' week has 
included speakers from a variety of religious orders, prayer cards, live interviews, and the home-to-home vocations 
novena, to name a few!  Contact Janet Jepsen at 891-7916 or jjjepsen@charter.net.  Small time commitment-life 
changing results! 
 

Morality & Chastity Committee  
As parents, we have been given the responsibility of being the primary educators of our children in human sexual-
ity, as taught by the Roman Catholic Church.  The Morality & Chastity Committee plans and implements pro-
grams for parents to assist them in this education.  This includes evening programs specifically for parents and 
carefully planned in-school presentations for Grade 5 – 8 students and their same-sex parent.  We warmly invite 
you to volunteer to help us plan our programs and events.  We could especially benefit from additional male 
volunteers.  Even if you can’t volunteer, we strongly encourage parental attendance at the second semester in-
school presentations.  More information will be sent home, but you can check out the Morality & Chastity curricu-
lum on the St. Thomas School website. Feel free to contact Krisann O'Neil (459-9704) or Margaret Murphy (459-
5227) with any questions or to volunteer. 
 

Catholic Schools Week Committee 
Would you like to be part of a committee dedicated to fun activities that celebrate Catholic Schools?  The Catholic 
Schools Week Committee plans events and activities for our annual Catholic Schools Week.  We would love to 
have new membership to help us plan things like a teacher exchange, game day, ice skating party, volleyball game 
(faculty vs. 8th graders), Spirit Day, and Special Person Day mass and lunch.  Or, help us come up with new fun 
ideas to help us celebrate.  Please contact Denise Deveau at 949-0174 to volunteer. 

 



  

����������$����	�
&����	��!���
Boy’s Football, Girl’s Sideline Cheer, Boy’s Soccer, and 
Girl’s Volleyball seasons started the weekend of 9/12/09. 
The coaches for the fall sports teams are as follows: 
 

5th / 6th Boy’s Football  Jim Ens (Merged with St. Andrew) 
7th / 8th Boy’s Football  Jim Ens 
 

5th Girl’s Volleyball  Nikki Nachtegall 
6th Girl’s Volleyball  Sandy Choffel 
7th Girl’s Volleyball  Nikki Nachtegall 
8th Girl’s Volleyball  Jane Johnson 
 

5th / 6th Boy’s Soccer  Jennifer McWain (Merged with  
                                                         All Saints Academy) 
7th / 8th Boy’s Soccer  Mike Bottema (Merged with St. Paul) 
 

Come out and support your Hornet Teams! 
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Look for Winter Sports Signups to be posted in class-
rooms until October 16.  These signups are for 5th – 8th 
graders for Boy’s Basketball, Girl’s Basketball, Girl’s 
Sideline Cheerleading, & Girl’s Competitive Cheerlead-
ing (7th & 8th grades only).  Practices may begin as soon 
as 11/2/2009. 
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Please remember that due to having boys and girls basket-
ball play at the same time during the winter, practice time 
in the gym is at a premium. 
 

The maximum allowed team practice time (per league 
rules) per week is 4-1/2 hours.  This can be broken down 
into three 1-1/2 hour practices.  We typically have 8 
teams (4 boys and 4 girls) that need scheduled practice 
time.  We can break the gym schedule down as follows 
for 1-1/2 hour blocks (the kids get out of school @ 3:15): 
3:30-5:00; 5:00-6:30; 6:30-8:00; and 8:00-9:30 (typically 
used for 7th or 8th graders).  These 4 spots per day would 
equal 20 spots per week. 20 spots do not cover 3 practices 
for all 8 teams.  So, please be understanding when your 
child’s team has to use a late practice time slot or prac-
tices on Saturdays. 
                                                    ~ Louis Bandlow 

                   Athletic Director 
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The Saint Thomas Hornet athletic program offers various 
athletic opportunities for our 5th-8th grade students.   
Volunteer coaches are needed to lead these teams.  The 
school and Athletic Director will provide coaching guide-
lines.  The Athletic Director will make final selections of 
all Head Coaches. 
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A new Physical & Permission Slip are required EACH school year. 
 

Students planning on participating in the St. Thomas Athletic program during the school year are required to have a ST. 
THOMAS SPORTS PERMISSION SLIP and a SPORTS PHYSICAL (showing a doctor’s clearance) dated after 
4/15/09.   These forms must be on file with St. Thomas School prior to participation in any practice or game.  
These forms will be valid for the entire 2009-20010 school year, so please fill out the Permission Slip for all sports that 
you are allowing your son/daughter to participate in. 
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—Last call to order Sports Buttons—  
If you want to order a sports button of your 
Hornet athlete, please send in your order form 
to the school office by Monday,  
October 19. 
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The library is really a fun place to 
be.  We've spent the past two weeks 
displaying our collection of art 
books in honor of ArtPrize.  Several 
articles, pamphlets, etc. from this 
exciting event in Grand Rapids 
were also displayed, initiating quite 
of bit of discussion among the students and teachers. 
 

Soon we will be “Celebrating Life” here at St. Thomas 
and the library, not being a place to miss a celebration, 
would like to do something special.  Aside from our book 
displays, we would love for our students to bring in a pic-
ture of someone special they would like to celebrate.  This 
could be a parent, friend, teacher, family member, hero 
(current/historical), saint, etc.  We will display them on 
our bi-fold doors.  Please write your child's name, grade 
and teacher on the back of pictures if you would like them 
returned.   

Finally, thank you all for your donations to our Giving 
Tree.  There are a few items still up if you have an oppor-
tunity to help.  A special thank you to the France family 
for covering books for us.  This ensures that our books 
“live” a little longer.  As  always, please return your 
books on time.  The checking out of books will resume 
once past-due accounts are cleared.  Should you have any 
questions, do not hesitate to call.          ~ Jeanne Walch 
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CLC Network presents the parent seminar:  “ADD/
ADHD and Your Child” with Robert Bulten, M.D. and 
Doug Bouman, Psy. S. on Thursday, November 5 from 7-
9 p.m. The seminar will be held at 4340 Burlingame Ave. 
S.W., Wyoming, MI  49509. Admission is free, but seat-
ing is limited; pre-registration is required.  Contact Karen 
at (616) 855-3123 or email knienhuis@clcnetwork.org. 
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Mark your calendar to eat at Ken-
tucky Fried Chicken (KFC)-2550 
ALPINE Ave., on Monday, October 
19, 2009 between 4:00 – 7:00 p.m.   
KFC will donate a portion of the total 

sales (dine-in, take-out, gift cert. purchases and drive -
thru) back to the WC hockey program!  Pay with cash, 
credit card or KFC gift certificates (order your scrip 
soon!).  No coupon needed.  Please support West Catholic 
Hockey!  Go Falcons!  
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Calling all 7th and 8th grade 
girls and boys interested in 
playing lacrosse.  New pro-
gram starting up in the 
Spring of 2010 if there is 

enough interest.  Also looking for parental support.  
Please contact Gretchen Tierney at  
ttierney071@comcast.net.  
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The University of Notre Dame Glee 
Club will perform a concert at the Cathedral of St. An-
drew at 7 PM on Wednesday, October 21.  Don’t miss 
this opportunity to hear this world renowned choir. Our 
own Joe VanderZee (Saint Thomas Class of 2004) sings 
with the choir, and the boys of the Catholic Central 
Choirs will be performing a couple of numbers with them 
as well. Tickets will be available at the door, or you may 
order tickets through Suzanne VanderZee in the school 
office.  See attached flyer for more details. 
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Each year the 8th grade 
class is presented with a 
Memory Book at the end 
of their school year to 
remind them of their 
years here at St Thomas.  
A wonderful keepsake!  
This tradition is carried on by parent volunteers.  There is 
a small amount of money ($300) set aside each year for 
the printing of these books.   We are wondering if there is 
someone in the St Thomas community that would be will-
ing to donate towards the printing of this book;  printing? 
paper? binding?  If you are able to help, please call Carole 
Knapp at 458-2639 or Patti Mirandette at 451-2888.   
 

A note is going home to the 8th grade parents with a re-
quest for pictures …look for it in their backpacks!  Thank 
you. 
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Front: Ian Walch, Ella Mondroski, Jack Rellinger 
Middle: Amelia Jubelin, Gabe Dalrymple, 
Tommy Krachenberg 
Back:  Luke Ens, Chris McWain, Jacob Augustyn, 
Liam Perdue, John Lown 

Front:  Quinn Yondo, Jenna Wolf, Ondrej Kovarik 
Middle: Andrew Hess, Mary Grace Doyle, 
Avery LaVoie 
Back:  Jarred Baxter, Tommy Mikolay,  
Kathryn Clemens, Sam DeBruyn 

Front:  Luke Horrigan, Jack DeBruyn, Lucie Kovarik 
Middle: Grace Jermstad, Sophia Stegehuis, Isaac VanBragt 
Back:  Clare Wadaga, Sarah Espinosa 

Front:  Maggie Kane, Constance Stormzand,  
Ben Line-Neumann 
Back: Lauryn Syrba, Adam Drees, Anezka Kovarik,  
Julia Walsh 
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The following families have graciously offered their home to host our annual parent grade gatherings. This is a fun and  
informal opportunity for parents to connect with other parents from their children's grade and is a great adult night 
out! More details on location and what to bring will be provided one week prior to each event. So call your sitter and 
mark the date on your calendar now!  
 

If you have any questions, please call or email Amy Jaracz at 451-9955 or amyjaracz2354@yahoo.com.  Thank You! 
 

A special thank you to those families who hosted our first parent grade gatherings of the year this past weekend.  Thank 
you to Dan and Amy Jaracz for hosting the 4th and 6th grade parties and to Bob and Julie Line-Neuman for hosting the 
5th grade parent gathering.  A good time was had by all!  We look forward to the remaining gatherings. 
 

All Preschool Host:    Stephen and Amy Bossenberry  Friday, October 30th      7:00 p.m.       

K AM and PM Host:   Stephen and Amy Bossenberry  Saturday, November 14th   7:00 p.m. 

First Grade Host:      Doug and Shawn Doyle      Saturday, November 7th    7:00 p.m. 

Second Grade Host:    Nate and Lisa Wolf        Saturday, November 14th   7:00 p.m. 

Third Grade Host:     Nate and Lisa Wolf        Saturday, November 14th   7:00 p.m. 

Seventh Grade Host:   Doug and Shawn Doyle      Saturday, November 7th    7:00 p.m. 
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How safe are your passwords? Think you have a really good one? Well then 
check it out at the Microsoft Password Checker at http://www.microsoft.com/
protect/fraud/passwords/checker.aspx. This site does not retain your password 
but checks it for security. It is easy to create a strong password by following a 
few simple rules. They are: Length – at least 8 characters longs (more is better), 
Complexity – Use at least one capital letter and one lower case letter, include at 
least one number and include at least one special symbol like a $ or & (if per-
mitted), and No Dictionary words – avoid using words that can be found in the 
dictionary. For example, a weak password would be Password1. This passes the 
length, complexity and numbers but it is a dictionary word and can be easily 
cracked. If you changed it to pAs$w0rd$12345, now you have a more secure 
password. So check out your passwords and see if they pass muster. 
                                                                                                  ~ Maryly Skallos 
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