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  THE PEACEMAKER...  
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Dynamic Education  
Centered in Christ 
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· October Calendar 
· October Hot Lunch 
· NeighborWoods Month Flyer 
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We are working hard to bring the Science Olympiad ex-
perience to the middle school students as an afterschool 
enrichment class here at St. Thomas! We have a handful 
of experienced coaches from Catholic Central but we 
need parent volunteers as well! If you are interested in 
volunteering to be a coach, assistant coach, or help in any 
way, please contact Amy Zakrajsek, St. Thomas Enrich-
ment Teacher, at azakrajsek@stthomasgr.org If you 
would like more information on Science Olympiad, the 
Michigan link is: http://www.michiganso.org/ We hope to 
have parent volunteers lined up by mid-October and begin 
the program with the students by November 1st. 
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We are currently working on the 2009/2010 School Di-
rectory.  If you have not already called the school office 
with any address or phone changes, please call with cur-
rent information.  We are using information provided to 
us on your spring registration forms.    Thank you for 
your help . 
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Saint Thomas is collaborating with a 
neighborhood organization Neighbor-
Woods and Friends of Grand Rapids 
Parks, to replenish the trees in Wilcox 
Park.  Three classes have agreed to be 
a part of the rotation to water the trees.  
The school has purchased two of the 
eleven total trees.  As a result, 

NeighborWoods will be planting several new trees at Wil-
cox Park on Friday morning, October 2 at 11:00 a.m.   If 
you would like to participate, with your children in the 
tree planting, you are welcome to park and walk over with 
your children after our 11:00 a.m. dismissal.  A party to 
celebrate the planting of a total of 11 new trees at Wilcox 
Park will be held at the park this Saturday, October 3, 
2009 from 10:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.  There will be story time, 
guided tree tours, kid games, adult lawn games, live mu-
sic and more.  50 seedlings go to the first 50 families.  For 
more information see the attached flyer or visit:  
www.friendsofgrparks.org.�
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Parents, please, please, 
please help us insure a 

safe and quick drop off and pick up of your students by 
following these rules: 
· Do not drop or pick up your students on Wilcox Park 
or Grace Street (on Grace Street only if you have a park-
ing permit) 
· Do not leave your car in the line to find your students.  
Please park your car and then look for your students. 
Do encourage your students to leave school promptly and 
go directly to the gate or car line. 
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ONLY NON-MARKING GYM 
SHOES are allowed in GYM 
CLASS.  This includes black and 
white soled shoes (as there are 
mostly black marks on floor but 
there are some white ones too).  Mr. Bandlow spent 1 1/2 
hours cleaning all of the marks off the gym floor last 
week. It was the worst he has ever seen.  Thank you. 
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On this Friday, October 
2nd, dismissal will be at 
11:00 a.m.  There will be  
NO BUSSING provided.  Please make alternate arrange-
ments for transportation after school.  Thank you.  
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Parents, please remind your children to return their books to the library on or before their 
designated class day.  The students will not  be able to check-out new books until their ac-
counts are cleared.  If you see a bright orange half sheet of paper coming home, then our 
records indicate your child has an overdue book.   

 

Our “Having Fun in Michigan this Summer” theme and dis-
plays has been a great deal of fun.  Students have shared stories, 
marked a Michigan map with the places they traveled and have 
enjoyed our growing collection of Michigan picture books, fic-
tion, historical fiction and non-fiction books.   Thank you fami-
lies who sent in items from their travels for our display. 
 

Finally, in an effort to reserve as much of our budget for the purchasing of books, we have 
displayed a “Library Giving Tree” in the hall, at the entrance of the library, for some miscel-
laneous items (Dymo label refills, tissues, electric pencil sharpener etc.)  Furthermore, we're 
still looking for volunteers to help cover books, shelve (very flexible times) and help with 

Monday morning classes.  Please, please do not hesitate to call me at ext. 324 or email me at jeannewalch@comcast.net 
if you have any questions regarding overdue notices or any other library concern.                                   ~ Jeanne Walch 

�"����	
�������"+��
������������

���
The After School Café is calling for appli-
ances!  We have cooking days on Mondays 
and on half days and are looking for blenders, 
smoothie makers, electric sandwich presses, 

waffle makers, crock pots, electric griddles etc.  If you 
have any of these items in your closet, and want to re-gift 
or donate, we will gladly accept them for our budding 
chefs!  Send in to Mrs. Furtwangler, and she will make 
sure that the Café puts them to good use. 
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The Fall Sports Schedule has been updated to 
move the 8th grade volleyball game 
 

from:   9/19 @ 2:00pm @ St. Thomas  
to:    10/12 @ 7:30pm @ St. Thomas 
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These programs are designed specifically for the support 
of schools and non-profit groups.  The D&W Fresh Mar-
ket School Days program and the Family Fare Cash for 
Class provides participating groups with cash to spend as 
they choose.  Here’s how the program works:   

Simply give the D&W Fresh Market or Family Fare cash-
ier our school code – 94715 and 2% of your total  
purchase will automatically be credited to our school as a 
donation.   

The scheduled weeks for each store are listed below: 

 D&W Fresh Market School Days ~ October 11-17, 2009 
and November 22-28, 2009 

Family Fare Cash for Class ~ October 18-24, 2009 and 
November 29-December 5, 2009. 
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Please keep donations of hand sanitizer and 
disinfectant wipes coming!!!! 
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If you are interested in helping, please call or contact our 
Carnival Chairs: Sue Kuzee(454-0718,  

SlKuz@hotmail.com), or Trayce Williams   
(719-1226, trayceneelwilliams@comcast.net). 
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Preschool Aide needed for Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
Fridays - Candidates with training in early childhood 
and/or elementary education and experience working with 
young children are preferred. 
Long-Term Substitute Kindergarten Teacher needed 
beginning in January - Candidates must have a current 
State of Michigan elementary teaching certification, be 
qualified for Diocesan Catechist Certification, and have a 
passion for forming faith in young children.  An early 
childhood endorsement (ZA) as well as previous teaching 
experience are preferred. 
Please submit a letter of application and resume to: 
Mrs. Suzi Furtwangler, Saint Thomas the Apostle School, 
1429 Wilcox Park Dr. SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49506, 
sfurtwangler@stthomasgr.org. 
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Each issue of the  Pieces will feature a new search and find contest involving information 
located on our website.   
 

Students will need to fill out the form with the pertinent information and return the form to 
the school office by the Friday before the next Pieces.  A winner will be drawn from all 
correct entries received. Winners will receive a candy prize from our Webmaster and be 
listed in the next issue of the Pieces!  
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Each child from a family may enter the contest, but only one entry per student, please. Extra forms are available in the 
office, may be printed from the website, or you may write the information below on a separate piece of paper. 
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Name: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Grade: _____________       Teacher: ________________________________ 
 

Contest #2 Answer: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

             _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

I found the answer, too!  Parent Signature: ______________________________________________________ 
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Accreditation Self-Study – Last school year (2008/2009) was the sixth of our seven year  
accreditation cycle.  As a result, we spent the year doing a detailed self study related to the  
11 standards of:  

Philosophy and Mission Statement 
School and Community 
School Climate 
Organization and Administration 
Professional StaffSlKuza@hotmail.com 
Elementary or Secondary Curriculum 
Instructional Materials and Resources 
Student Services 
School Facilities 
Development, Long Range Planning, Finance 
Child Care Services 
 

Each standard contains multiple criteria against which we evaluated our programs.  This self study process re-
quired much examination and an extensive written report by our school improvement team, faculty, and educa-
tion commission.  Our self study report has been completed and distributed to the 12 member visiting team 
who will visit our school on October 15 and 16.  A copy of our Self-Study can be reviewed at 
www.stthomasgr.org/accvdoc 
 

Accreditation Visitation October 15 and 16 – This year (2009/2010) is the seventh year in our accreditation 
cycle following our year of self-study.  As a result, this is the year we will be visited for two days by a 12 
member visiting team; with representatives from other Catholic, Christian, and public schools; to verify the 
accuracy of our self-study document and ultimately make a recommendation for reaccreditation.  This is a    
major event in the life of our school, and will require much coordination and organization.   

Please pray for the success of 
our Accreditation Visitation 

on October 15 and 16.   
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Saint Thomas School Families and Friends:   
 

 Every day at St. Thomas School you can pray the  
Rosary with other parents and friends.     
 You can pray for our School …. you can pray for our 
teachers … you can pray for your children  … you can 
pray for the sick … you can pray for a special intention  
… you can pray for yourself …   
 For any reason at all, please feel welcome to join many 
other men and women who would like to lift up a Rosary 
to Our Blessed Mother.  No prior experience necessary.   
 

 3:00 pm every Monday, Wednesday, Friday (right 
before school lets out) 
 

 8:00 am every Tuesday, Thursday (right after school 
starts)    
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If you are new to our school or an existing volunteer who 
still needs to attend Virtus training, (required for all 
school volunteers), please note the upcoming sessions: 
 

Holy Family Parish – Caledonia 
Tuesday, October 20, 2009 
9:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. 
 

St. Pius Parish – Grandville 
Tuesday, October 27, 2009 
6:30 p.m. 
 

St. Patrick Parish – Ada 
Wednesday, November 4, 2009 
6:30 p.m. 
 

If you plan to attend one of these sessions, and have not 
already registered, please register online as follows:    
     · Go to www.virtus.org 

  ·  Click “Registration” 
  · Click “Begin the Registration Process” 
  · Select Diocese of Grand Rapids as the  
   organization. 

  · You will be required to enter a UserID and  
   password (of your choice) 

  · Fill out registration form       
  · Choose a location 

The Church Speaks: 
 

“The Catholic school forms part of the saving mission of the Church, especially for education in the faith.”  
 

THE CATHOLIC  SCHOOL  
1977 - Sacred Congregation for Catholic Education 
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A special thanks to all the students who ran for Student Council this year.  There were a number of exceptional candi-
dates and we congratulate all of you on your hard work and excellent speeches.  The following students were elected as 
this year’s Student Council officers:     President: Tony Hess (8th) 

Vice President: Monica Blanco (8th) 

Secretary: Molly McNeely (8th) 

Treasurer: Tim Wheeler (6th) 

In addition, the following students were elected as representatives for their classes: 

(3M) Jeremy Wolf and Danielle Dull, Alt: Timmy Lambert; (4P)  Pablo Corcoran and Anna Rosloniec, Alts:  Regina 
Faber and Adrien Yondo; (4V)  Stephen Woodruff and Alex Figueroa, Alt: Francesca Deveau; (5F): Tess Ens and 
Michael Jepsen, Alt: Rebecca Dull and Liam Perdue; (5P) Kelli Doyle and  Ben Line Neumann, Alt: Michael Clemens; 
(6) Ryan Jones and Emma Heffron, Alt: Joe Ens; (7) Kathleen Doyle and Thomas Murray, Alt:  Blare Gooch; 

(8) Malachai Jones, Leanne McWain and Meagan Race (No Alternate). Congratulations!   
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The Syrba  Family would like to invite all St. Thomas 
families to come to the Paws With A Cause 30th Anniver-
sary Open House to be held on Saturday, October 10th 
from 11am to 2pm at their National Headquarters, 4646 
South Division Ave, Wayland, MI.  

Over the past 9 years, the St. Thomas community has sup-
ported our efforts in raising puppies that are trained as 
Assistance Dogs for people with disabilities.  This Open 
House is a way for all of you to see what happens to the 
puppies after we return them to PAWS once our year with 
them is done.  There will be tours of all facility buildings, 
demonstrations by staff trainers, carnival games, food, 
puppies to smootch and dogs of all sizes to pet… it will 
be a family-fun day for all. 

For more information, please check out the PAWS web-
site : www.pawswithacause.org or call 
PAWS HQ at 1-800-253-7297.   

Hope to see you there!  
Kerry, Natalie, Rachel (7Z) & Lauryn (5P) Syrba  
and Sherman (PAWS #8) 
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The University of Notre Dame Glee Club will perform a 
concert at the Cathedral of St. Andrew at 7 PM on 
Wednesday, October 21.  Don’t miss this opportunity to 
hear this world renowned choir. Our own Joe Vander-
Zee (Saint Thomas Class of 2004) sings with the choir, 
and the boys of the Catholic Central Choirs will be per-
forming a couple of numbers with them as well. Tickets 
will be available at the door, or you may order tickets 
through Suzanne VanderZee in the school office. 
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A workshop by Scott Greenberg for parents, educators 
and anyone who needs a boost!  

Come hear how to make a permanent mark on the people 
you teach at this presentation by a nationally renowned 
speaker.    This workshop will be held Tuesday, October 
13th at 6:00 pm at the EGR Performing Arts Center.  Tick-
ets to this event are $25/each.  For ticket information, 
please call 459-7386. 
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Hoop City Basketball is now signing up boys and girls 1st to 3rd grades for Biddy Basketball Clinics to be held at Gar-
field Park Gym.  Boys 3rd to 8th grade can sign up for Warm-Up Clinics to be held at East Hills Athletic Club.  Basket-
ball Leagues for girls 4th to 8th grade are going on now and boys’ leagues will start in November.  For more information 
about any of these programs, see www.HoopCityBasketball.com or contact Gary Wilfong, Director of Basketball at  

616-862-4667.   
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There is a lot to say about Grace VanderLaan, starting with the fact that she is part of the pro-
gram “Reading with the STARS.”  Reading with the STARS is a program where kids from St. 
Thomas and the community go to Holland Home to read with some of the residents.  Grace 
VanderLaan is one of the residential volunteers. 
Grace chose to participate in the “Reading with the STARS” 
program because she likes   listening to kids read, and their 
education is important. 

Since childhood, Grace has followed the Detroit Tigers base-
ball team.  She likes the color purple, and her favorite food is 
potato! 

Individuals like Grace VanderLaan are the people who help 
make our community to be unique and integrated.  We need 
to support these people in our prayers, and help with their 
work. 
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This week the students have started back reading one-on-
one with volunteers. I am still looking for adult listeners 
to work with students in the mornings.  Times available 
are 8:30 a.m.-9:00 a.m. and 9:00 a.m.-9:30 a.m..  Do you 
have a 1/2 hour once a week you could spare?  The stu-
dents love the interaction with the volunteers! 

Thank you!  ~ Liz Aschwege  (616) 365-7689 



���������	
�����
�����
���	���������	
�����
�����
���	���������	
�����
�����
���	���������	
�����
�����
���	 �

Front :  Daniel Doyle, Ella Rosloniec,  
Sophia Jepsen, Zach Baxter 
Middle : Danny Mikolay, Zach Near 
Back: Hannah Redmond, Aubrey Tomac,  
Alina Gumbko, Matthew Mauren 

Front :  Anna Rosloniec, Kara Wheeler, Adrien 
Yondo, Cory Skinner, Aden Shiel 
Back:  Alayna Henry, Jameson VanDokkumburg,  
Regina Faber, Sarah Baxter, Grace Pinter 

Front :  Elizabeth Rott, Isaac Liang, Mary Claire Mikolay 
Back:  Julia Walsh, Stephen Woodruff, Noah Fetterhoff, 
Lydia Dykema 

Front :  Tyler Bandlow, Hayley Vedders, Grace Miller,  
Isaac Skinner, Marie Kieras 
Back: Seth Alfaro, Rachel Fetterhoff, Rebecca Faber,  
Leanne McWain, Madeleine Jepsen 
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The following families have graciously offered their home to host our annual parent grade gatherings. This is a fun and  
informal opportunity for parents to connect with other parents from their children's grade and is a great adult night 
out! More details on location and what to bring will be provided one week prior to each event. So call your sitter and 
mark the date on your calendar now!  
 

If you have any questions, please call or email Amy Jaracz at 451-9955 or amyjaracz2354@yahoo.com.  Thank You! 
 
A special thank you, in advance, to the many wonderful people who have offered their homes and time to host these 
gatherings! 
 

All Preschool Host:    Stephen and Amy Bossenberry  Friday, October 30th      7:00 p.m.       

K AM and PM Host:   Stephen and Amy Bossenberry  Saturday, November 14th   7:00 p.m. 

First Grade Host:      Doug and Shawn Doyle      Saturday, November 7th    7:00 p.m. 

Second Grade Host:    Nate and Lisa Wolf        Saturday, November 14th   7:00 p.m. 

Third Grade Host:     Nate and Lisa Wolf        Saturday, November 14th   7:00 p.m. 

Fourth Grade Host:    Dan and Amy Jaracz        Saturday, October 10th    7:00 p.m. 

Fifth Grade Host:     Bob and Julie Line-Neuman   (date to be determined) * note change 

Sixth Grade Host:     Dan and Amy Jaracz        Saturday, October 10th    7:00 p.m. 

Seventh Grade Host:   Doug and Shawn Doyle      Saturday, November 7th    7:00 p.m. 

Eighth Grade Host:    John and Janet Jepsen       Saturday, November 7th    7:00 p.m. 
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Our neighbors at Care Resources are busy wrapping empty shoe boxes for our 3rd annual all-school project.  They will 
wrap over 300 boxes before the November 21st packing party at Saint Thomas! 
 

Thank you, Care Resources, for your continued support of Saint Thomas the Apostle School and of Operation Christmas 
Child! 
 

Remember, this year’s event will be held on Saturday, November 21. Please continue picking up things like school sup-
plies that you find on sale/clearance and dropping them in the bin.  We are also still in need of empty shoeboxes. 
 

Also, if anyone received a letter back from a child that received your shoebox from last year’s event, please share it with 
us!  We have heard of families receiving letters back from children in Africa, Iraq, and Alaska.  They are so touching and 
inspirational.  If you have one to share, please send it (or a photocopy) to the school office addressed to Maureen Jones. 
 

If you could not attend our meeting but would still like to help, please call Maureen at 454-2107.  More information will 
be coming home about the project or you can visit www.samaritanspurse.org/occ to learn more about Operation Christ-
mas Child.  Please pray for the success of this year’s event and the children receiving the boxes.  Thank-you. 
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Monday �

  
Tuesday  

  
Wednesday  

  
Thursday  

  
Friday  

  
  

    1 
Tacos 
B Lunch: 
Chicken Curry à 
C Lunch Soup: 
French Onion à 

2 
  
No 
Lunch 

5 
Chicken Nuggets 
B Lunch: 
Beef, Bean & Cheese 
Burrito à 
C Lunch Soup: 
Vegetable  Riceà 

6 
Pizza 

7 
Spaghetti 

8 
Tacos 

9 
Grilled 
Cheese 

12 
Chicken Nuggets 
B Lunch: 
Sloppy Joes à 
C Lunch Soup: 
Chicken Noodle à 

13 
Pizza 

14 
Spaghetti 

15 
Tacos 

16 
Cheese Enchiladas 

19 
Chicken Nuggets 
B Lunch: 
Hot Dogs à 
C Lunch Soup: 
Chili à 

20 
Pizza 

21 
Spaghetti 

22 
Tacos 

23 
Macaroni and 
Cheese 

26 
Chicken Nuggets 
B Lunch: 
Pizza à 
C Lunch Soup: 
Cheesy Potato à 

27 
Hamburgers 

28 
Spaghetti 

29 
  
No 
School 

30 
  
No 
School 

 Hot Lunch Menu ~ October 2009  
Saint Thomas the Apostle Catholic School 

Included Daily: 
Milk 

Food Bar: consists of at least two vegetables, fruit, protein (such as cheese, turkey, ham etc.), and 
bread products. 

Call Michelle with any questions concerning the lunch at 616-334-2610 




