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ANNUAL PARENT MEETING AND FAMILY OPEN HOU
TONIGHTSEPTEMBER 16TH

TONIGHT at 7:00 p.m., all parents and students are invited to join us for our
family open house beginning in the Church.

7:00-7:10 ~ OPENING PRAYER
Fr. Jim will lead all our families in prayer.

7:10-7:45 ~ PARENT MEETING
Parents will remain in church while teachers and staff will lead students (Pregchdel8) to their classrooms.
The parish nursery will be open for younger children during the parent meating
Parents pick up young children from nursery, preschool and kindergarten then join your other students@jyrades 1

in school.
7:45-8:30 ~ OPEN HOUSE IN SCHOOL
Pl ease begin with your youngest childdés classroom

you as you go to each new classroom. Thank you!

Catechetical Sunday Open Hou
September 19 & September 20, 2009.

. Important Note for Parents
Fall Skatlng Party All students must be supervised by an adult prior to and

after sports activities and extracurricular activities.
When: Monday, Sept 28, 2009 Students are not allowed to wait at the gym, in the park-
Who:  Saint Thomas the Apostle ing lot, in the school, etevithout parent or adult supervi-
students and their familigs sion. The After School Program is available for students

Where: Woodland Skating Centqq onapart i me basi s, but i s not
(behind the 28 street If a parent is available to wait with students and would
Al di 6s, we st Ilikeftord3erve & m@am)in the school, please call Sue Ysasi
2100 28 Street in the school office at 458228 x300.Thank you for
your help.

Grand Rapids, 49508

Time:  6:00 pmi 8:00 pm** ATTACH M ENTS

Cost  $2.50 per person (includes roller skates)

Sponsored by St Thomas Home & School Assaociatioh Home & School September Meeting Minutes

VIP Form

Technology Club Enrollment Form fja-lh?
Hot Lunch Letter 2
Aquinas College Reading Clinic
Understanding Attention Deficit Disorder Flyef

Catholic Central Choral Academy
Picture Day Reminder

Skaters may use their own skates/roller blades, but they
must meet rink approval.

Concession stand availabfguestions? Contact Mary
Turowski (Blaszak) @ 438166.




Dispensing Medication
at School

Parents are urged to give medication
at home and on a schedule other than

ing school hours, the following regu-
lations must be followed.

TRANSPORTATI

This year there will only be one
bus coming into Saint Thomas to
pick up all bus students. All students who ride the bus in
the afternoon will be dismissed at 3:14 p.m. to board the
bus. The bus will then
lot near their Fieldhouse and students will transfer to their
assigned bus. This will help all students to arrive home in
a timely manner.

~Medications must be prescribed by a licensed health car

provider and permission granted to the school to contact
the licensed health care provider as necessary.

~All medication must be brought to the school office in
the original container with the appropriate label intact.

The parent, other designated adult, or the pharmacy may

deliver the medication to school. STUDENTS MAY
NOT DELIVER THEIR OWN MEDICATION TO
SCHOOL.

~Nonprescription medication will not be administered
unl ess indicated
health care provider.

~The parent/guardian must sign this form, granting the
school permission to administer the medication(s),
according to the regulations set herein.

Thank you for your help and cooperation.

i writi mgdbAssistantsPriricipe 0

School Pictures

School Pictures are scheduled for
Monday and Tuesday morning, Sep-
tember 28 and 29. If you are a parent
volunteer, please plan to come in and
have your picture taken for your ID
lanyard on Monday or before 9:30 a.m. on Tuesday.

Coffee with the Principal

On Tuesday, September 22, all are invitec

to participate in "Coffee with the Principal and Assistant

Principal”, an informal hour, 201:00 a.m., in the Fac-

ulty/Conference Room during which parents can ask

guestions, share ideas, and learn about current programs.
~ Dave Faber

Juice Machine

Our students in grade&have the privilege of purchasing

juice during the school day. The juice machine is locatedq

on the second floor in the junior high wing. The cost of
juice in the machine has been $.75 cents but will be in-
creasing to $1.00.

Hot Lunch

Saint Thomas the Apostle School participatt
in the National Special Milk Program and Fre
and Reduced Price School Meal Program
through the State of Michigan. If you now ge
food stamps, Family Independence Program (FIP), or
FDPIR benefits for your child, that child may receive freg
milk or free and reduced lunch. A Free Milk Family Ap-

plication (for students in Preschool & Kindergarten) and ¢

Free and Reduced Price School Meal Application (for
students in grades8) stating income eligibility are avail-
able in the Welcome & Information Center near the
school entrance. If at any time during the school year
your total household income changes, please remember
check the application forms. If your family participated

in the Free and Reduced Price Meal Program last year ghd

you would like to participate again, a new application
must be received in the school office by September 30.
Please call Sue Ysasi at 48828 x300 in the school of-

Congratulations on the
birth of 2 new babies!

Congratulations to:

*
* o Dr. Stephen & Amy Bossenberry
i on the birth of

Kara Louise Bossenberry

Born on June 5, 2009
She weighed 6 pounds and 14 ounces
And was 20 inches

Proud siblings are: Nikolaus {KM) & Laurel (P3)

and Congratulations to:

Kevin and Casey DeBruyn
on the birth of
Henry James DeBruyn

Born on July 7, 2009
He weighed 9 pounds and 4 ounces
And was 21 inches
Proud siblings are: Sam (Gr. 3), JackRKl) &
Charlie (P4PM)

o

to

fice if you have any questions.

hea




AQU

Makes all the difference in the world.

Reading Clinic

Aquinas College is offering Elementary and Secondar

tached flyer for more details. Reading Clinic Applica-
tions are available in the Welcome and Information Ce
ter near the school entrance.

Our thanks to Aquinas
Students!

The Aquinas freshman class in Project Unite efforts d
nated 2 hours and nearly 70 students to St. Thomas S

classrooms to prepare for the year, helping in the hab
and Art and Science room, washing windows through
the school, helping Mr. Ted in moving furniture and
cleaning, and performing a variety of office chores. W
would like to sincerely thank these students and their
visors for their kind efforts and generous help. We ho
that all Aquinas students accept our invitation to come
Saint Thomas parish for worship and fellowship, and t
the school for field placements. Our partnership with
Aquinas College continues to bless both institutions.

on August 21. These students eagerly set about cleafi

4

y
Reading Clinics for the Fall of 2009. Please see the at-f. % ’ Meet4  9/26 TBD East Rockford

y

n-

Cross Country (& 8" grade)
Sports Schedule

' Meet 1 9/12 11:30 am West Ottawa
Meet2  9/15 4:30 pm Cannonsburg
Meet3 9/19 TBD Sparta

Meet5 10/3TBD Carson City
Meet6 10/10 TBD  Allegan

Please add these dates to the Fall Sports Schedule that
was sent home. Thanks!

Catering for Your
Saint Thomas Event

Make your next sports banquet or
Saint Thomas event fun and hassle
free for all. Michelle Mier, our hot
lunch provider, is available to cater
your gathering here at Saint Tho-
mas. Great food, reasonable prices
and personal service. Set up and
clean up included.

Contacti Cat er i ng #&t$300d490rh el | e
3342610.

Website Contest!

located on our website.

listed in the next issue of the Pieces!

Name:

Each issue of the Pieces will feature a new search and find contest involving informa

Students will need to fill out the form with the pertinent information and return the forr
the school office by the Friday before the next Pieces. A winner will be drawn from a
correct entries received. Winners will receive a candy prize from our Webmaster and

Ourfirst contest winner is Caitlin Mullen, a first grader i n
you to all the families who have madevw.stthomasgr.orgtheir homepage.

Contest #2: List two places where the current Fall Sports
Schedule can be found on our website. Give the address of the pages.

Each child from a family may enter the contest, but only one entry per student, please. Extra forms are availaljle in the
office, may be printed from the website, or you may write the information below on a separate piece of paper.

WEBSITE CONTEST

Grade: Teacher:

Contest #2 Answer:

| found the answer, tooParent Signature




Protecting Godod

Awareness Sessions

If you are new to our school or an existing volunteer who

From the Desk of the
Technology Coordinator

Parentd do you find that your =

childés artworl p g stilingeds tg gjtend Virtus training, (required for all
much space on the refrigerator? school volunteers), please note the upcoming sessions:
Have you tried /)J | t st! Jodephithe Werier Parish (Wyoming)

method? Here is a new way to
show off your <chi
and be able to view
that tell the story of your child growing up, it is hard t
decide what gets to stay and what has to be tossed i
some place fispecialo. U
flatbed scanner, you can transform those drawings of
projects into a media that is easily saved and viewed

S

| dos
t he

N

Fo

example, the art drawings that your youngster does ¢ould
with

be scanned using a flatbed scanner or photographeg
a digital camera. Now you can store those images o

225 329Sw
h gaubddy o0Sedtember 26 at 9:15 a.m.

r' st Hober of RNewminster Phrish (Rud)> terpieces
Wednesday, September 30, 2009 at 9:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.

i Hypu pah to attend one of thésg sessians, ard haveenota
already registered, please register online as follows:

e Go to www.virtus.org
eCl i ck
eClick nABegin the
¢ Select Diocese of Grand Rapids as the

r

your computer as part of your screen saver or desktdp organization.
background. | have placed a few of them in my digit « You will be required to enter a UserID and
photo frame and shared them with the grandparentsjFor password (of your choice)

art projects like papier &thé macaroni or other odd
ball materials, the digital camera really comes in han
With the date and time stamped on the image file, y

o Fill out registration form
¢ Choose a location

can have a handy record of those moments. For lon
term storage, burn these images onto a CD or DVD fpr
safe keeping. Now your child will thank you in 30 yegrs
or so for those images that have great meaning now jang
fond memories in the future. Also, your refrigerator Wl
be uncluttered and can be used for other things like gal-
endars, magnets of places visited, etc.

~ Maryly Skallos

Education logos found on the toj

FREE MONEY fof —=&

our school!! 5
El

or bottom of General Mills prod-

ucts. Simply tear or cut them

Please save those Box Tops for
from the packaging and send in with your child to school

An Invitation To Pray The
Rosary in Church

Saint Thomas School Families and Friends:

Every day at St. Thomas School you can pray the
Rosary with other parents and friends.

ARegistrationo
Regi st

Each of these logos translates into FREE moneyforSt. | You can pray for our Sclhoo
Thomas! teachers €& you can praylfor
. | pray for the sick é you]lcan
Crayondrlv_e' o € you can pray for yourdelf
A large crayon mosaic mural is in the For any reason at all, please feel welcome to join many
planning stages and we need lots of us€ other men and women who would like to lift up a Rosary

or new crayons of all shapes, sizes and giasidi
colors. Just send them in to school with

your child or give to Mrs. Furtwangler.

The finished piece will adorn the middle €
school hallway, and all students will have
the opportunity to participate in its creation.

to Our Blessed Mother. No prior experience necessa

3:00 pmeveryMonday, Wednesday, Friday(right
before school lets out)

8:00 ameveryTuesday, Thursday(right after school
starts)




2009 HIN1 FLU PRECAUTIONS:

The Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recommends 4 main ways you and your family may keep
from getting sick with the flu at school and at home:

1. Practice good hand hygiendy washing your hands often o#9°
with soap and water, especially after coughing or sneezing. o
2. Cover your mouth and nosewith a tissue when you cough or -
Ssheeze. | f you dondét have a t = U cough
or shoulder; not into your hands. 1 %o

3. Stay home if you or your child is sickfor at least 24 hours :
after there is no longer a fever or signs of a fever (without the usr
of feverreducing medicine). Keeping sick students at home mr
that they keep their viruses to themselves rather than sharing
with others.

4. Get your family vaccinatedfor seasonal flu and 2009 H1IN1
flu when vaccines are available.

((

If flu conditions become MORE severe, parents should consider the following steps:

e Extend the time sick children stay homdor at least 7 days, even if they feel better sooner. People who are still
sick after 7 days should continue to stay home until at least 24 hours after symptoms have completely gone away.
If a household member is sick, keep any scheabjed brothers or sisters home for 5 daysom the time the house-
hold member became sick. Parents should monitor their health and the health of otheagethabildren for fever and
other symptoms of the flu.

Follow these steps to prepare for the flu during the 2002010 school year:

e Plan for child care at home if your child gets sick or their school is dismissed.

e Plan to monitor the health of the sick child and any other children in the household by checking for fever and other
symptoms of flu.

e Identify if you have children who are at higher risk of serious disease from the flu and talk to your healthcare pro-
vider about a plan to protect them during the flu season. Children at high risk of serious disease from the flu include:
children under 5 years of age and those children with chronic medical conditions, such as asthma and diabetes.

e |dentify a separate room in the house for the care of sick family members.

e Update emergency contact lists.

e Collect games, books, DVDs and other items to keep your family entertained if schools are dismissed or your child
is sick and must stay home.

For more information please visitww.flu.gov or contact CDC 24 hours/every day at:
1-800-CDC-INFO (2324636); TTY: (888)2326348; cdcinfo@cdc.gov

Saint Thomas the Apostle School is taking the following precautions:

We are requesting donations of hand sanitizer for use at lunch tables and where hand washing is practical.
Students will clean desks and back of chairs on a daily basis.

We are regularly reviewing hand washing and respiratory hygiene in each class.

We are requesting donations of disinfectant wipes for regular use on doorknobs and common surfaces.

Saint Thomas School may request students with flu symptoms stay home for a specific period of time (# of days)
before they can return.

The Church Speaks:

AFrom the first moment that a student setsfIf oc¢
impression of entering a new environment, one illumined by the light of faith, and having its own

unique characteristica

THE RELIGIOUS DIMENSION OF EDUCATION IN A CATHOLIC SCHOOL
1988- Sacred Congregation for Catholic Educati



http://www.flu.gov

Building the Body of Christ

Front: Julia LaVoie, Becca Dull, Joshua Steffes, Adam Drees Front: Gabe Skinner, Ben Lifdeumann, Luke Braselton,

Back: Vincent Becherer, Chase Morg&ioyd, Seth Alfaro, Keegan Greene

Aubrey LaVoie, Erin Mauren Back: Anezka Kovarik, Kelli Doyle, Brooke Nicholson,
Anna Bockheim
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200910 Saint Thomas School Theme

Dear Jesus,

Y o u slarayd.so théat they may all be one, as you,
Father, are in me and | in you, that they also may be

in us...l have given them the glory you gave me, so that
WKH\ PD\ EH RQH DV ZH DUH RQH«’

Lord, bring us together as one body where love endures,
gifts are shared, unity is built, freedom is discovered in
truth, and our identity is found in respectful communion.
Amen

~ Adapted from John 17:222 and Pope Benedict XVI at
World Youth Day 2008

Each issue we proudly recognize those
students who have been selected by their
teachers, peers, or others working or volun-
teering at the school as having demonstrated
Christ-like actions or virtues in keeping with
our school theme.




