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Attention all new families! We would like to formally 
welcome you to St. Thomas with a New Family/Mentor 
Family Reception tonight, Wednesday, September 2nd . 
Please bring your entire family to the lower level of the 
church at 7 p.m. to meet other new families and the  
families who have agreed to mentor them.	
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Welcome back! The first Home and School meeting of 
the new school year will be held tonight, Wednesday, 
September 2nd  immediately following the New Family/
Mentor Family Reception in the Lower Level of the 
church at 8 p.m. It would be wonderful to see you there!	
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· September Calendar 
· ROC Announcement Flyer 
· Kids Food Basket Thank You 
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School Pictures are scheduled for Monday and Tuesday 
morning, September 28 and 29.  If you are a parent  
volunteer, please plan to come in and have your picture 
taken for your ID lanyard.   
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PIECES 

 
  THE PEACEMAKER...  
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“School of Distinction” 

Dynamic Education  
Centered in Christ 
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Please make sure your hot lunch balance has 
been paid in full before the start of the new 
year.  Students with a negative balance in their 
accounts will not be able to order hot lunch 
until the account has been paid.  If you are 
unsure of the status of your account, or have any  
questions, please feel free to call me at 874-5680.  
Thank you!                                        ~ Shannon Rodgers 
** Free and Reduced Lunch & Milk applications are 
available in the Welcome & Information Center. These 
applications must be completed each school year. 
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See page two for the evening’s schedule and details. 
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When:   Monday, Sept 28, 2009 
Who:    Saint Thomas the Apostle 
      students and their families 
Where:  Woodland Skating Center 
      (behind the 28th street  
             Aldi’s, west of Breton) 

                             2100 28th Street 
                    Grand Rapids, 49508 
 

Time:   6:00 pm – 8:00 pm** 
Cost:    $2.50 per person (includes roller skates) 
Sponsored by: St Thomas Home and School Association 
 

Skaters may use their own skates/roller blades, but they 
must meet rink approval. 
 

Concession stand available. 
 

Questions? Contact Mary Turowski (Blaszak) @ 430-8166 
 

** change in regular time from previous parties�
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On Tuesday, September 22, all are in-
vited to participate in "Coffee with the 
Principal and Assistant Principal", an informal hour, 10-
11:00 a.m., in the Faculty/Conference Room during 
which parents can ask questions, share ideas, and learn 
about current programs.                        ~ Dave Faber                                                         
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On Wednesday, September 16th at 7:00 p.m., all parents and students are invited to join us for our  
family open house beginning in the Church. 

 

7:00-7:10 ~  OPENING PRAYER  
Fr. Jim will lead all our families in prayer. 

 

7:10-7:45 ~ PARENT MEETING 
Parents will remain in church while teachers and staff will lead students (Preschool-grade 8) to their classrooms.  

The parish nursery will be open for younger children during the parent meeting only. 
Parents pick up young children from nursery, preschool and kindergarten then join your other students (grades 1-8) 

in school. 
 

7:45-8:30 ~ OPEN HOUSE IN SCHOOL   

Please begin with your youngest child’s classroom and proceed from youngest to oldest, keeping your children with 
you as you go to each new classroom.  Thank you! 
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We have been busy working in the library throughout this summer and are now getting 
ready for the new school year.  There is still much to be done and we are looking for vol-
unteers who would like to give a little of their time now and throughout the school year.  
We are happy to have you come for as little or as much time as you can offer.  Even an 
hour here and there is VERY helpful.  This is also a great opportunity for you to encour-
age our students to read!  With reading to students, checking out books, laminating, 
shelving or cleaning, there is really something for all of you.  The library has seen a great 

deal of growth and change, thanks to the generosity of many of you.  Please stop by to see what is taking place and join 
the fun... or call Jeanne Walch (475-4242). 

 
STUDENTS, we would also like to hear from YOU!  We are creating a “Fun in Michigan this Summer” display and are 
looking for little items from your summer fun.  Did you collect a Petoskey stone?  Shells from a Michigan beach?  How 
about Michigan Adventure tickets, t-shirt, fudge box (empty or not!), brochures or pictures of you enjoying our great 
state this summer, whatever you think could add to our fun.  Please stop by the library during the first week or two of 
school to let us borrow your goodies.  All items will be returned. 
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Well this is it you’re an 8th grade parent. 
 

This year will be full of fun trips and activities, but it will 
take a lot of volunteer parents to help. Please come to the 
School Open House on September 16th at 7:00 pm and 
visit the 8th grade homeroom. There will be lots of sign-up 
sheets for the activities that will take place this year:   
Chicago trip, memory book, fundraising, and more. With 
your help we can make their last year the best it could be. 
 

Thank you! 
 

Michelle Heffron           Tracy Bandlow 
8th grade Parent Coordinator    8th grade Advisor 
676-2877                452-8314  
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Congratulations to: 
 

                 Ron and Chris Braselton 
on the birth of 

Vincent James Braselton 
 

Born Friday, July 24, 2009 
He weighed 8 pounds, 1 ounce and was 21 inches long. 

 
Proud Siblings:  Luke (Gr. 2) and Grace (K-AM)  
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The Peacemaker Pieces is a home-school communication tool intended to carry home many informative "pieces" of in-
formation.  Please take the time to read it and record important information on your school calendar.  All articles should 
be sent in to the school office by the end of the day on the Friday preceding the publication date (see schedule below).  
You may send them to the school office or email them to the office at sysasi@stthomasgr.org. 
  

We will be sending issues of The Pieces and other important communications with the oldest or the only child in each 
family.  You may choose to receive each issue of the Pieces and the attachments electronically.  If you choose this op-
tion, please fill out the slip below and send it to the school office.  You can also access the most recent issue of the 
Pieces on our website at www.stthomasgr.org.  If you received the Pieces electronically last year please let the school 
office know if your email has changed. 
 

Issues of the 2009/2010 The Pieces will be sent home on these dates: 
 

September  2, 16 & 30  
October 14 & 28 
November 11  
December 2 & 16 
January 13 & 27 
February 10 & 24 
March 10 & 24 
April 21 
May 5 & 19 

We wish to receive the Pieces electronically.  Please send our copy and the attachments to: 
 

Email address ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Student/Family Name: __________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Signature: ________________________________________________________ 

If at any time you do not receive your 
family’s copy of the latest Pieces, 
please contact the school office.  
Thank you.            ~  Kathy Barth 
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Instructions: 
 

· Go to your internet browser  
· Open your Help page 
· Follow instructions for changing your homepage 
· Set homepage address or URL to:  www.stthomasgr.org 
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Each issue of the  Pieces will feature a new search and find contest involving information located on our website.   
Students will need to fill out the form with the pertinent information and return the form to the school office by the next 
Friday.  A winner will be drawn from all correct entries received. Winners will receive a candy prize from our  
Webmaster and be listed in the next issue of the Pieces! This issue we will draw a winner from all those who make 
www.stthomasgr.org their homepage.  Just fill out the tear off below or drop off a note with your name, grade and the 
words “WE DID IT—We Switched our Homepage!”  Each student from your family may enter. 

 
 

WE DID IT—We Switched Our Homepage to www.stthomasgr.org! 
 

Student Name: _________________________________________________ 
 

Grade: _____________       Teacher: ________________________________ 
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We would like to welcome two additional new families 
to our school: 
  

Brent & Monica Sneller                  Bozena  5/F 
Richard & Heidi Schliem          MacKenzie  4/V 
                                 Riley 6/B                                                                

  Morgan 8 
 
 

The Church Speaks: 
 

 “From the first moment that a student sets foot in a Catholic school, he or she ought to have the impres-
sion of entering a new environment, one illumined by the light of faith, and having its own  

unique characteristics.”   
 

THE RELIGIOUS DIMENSION OF EDUCATION IN A CATHOLIC  SCHOOL  
1988 - Sacred Congregation for Catholic Education 
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Saint Thomas School Families and Friends:   
 

 Every day at St. Thomas School you can pray the  
Rosary with other parents and friends.     
 You can pray for our School …. you can pray for our 
teachers … you can pray for your children  … you can 
pray for the sick … you can pray for a special intention  
… you can pray for yourself …   
 For any reason at all, please feel welcome to join many 
other men and women who would like to lift up a Rosary 
to Our Blessed Mother.  No prior experience necessary.   
 

 3:00 pm every Monday, Wednesday, Friday (right 
before school lets out) 
 

 8:00 am every Tuesday, Thursday (right after school 
starts)    
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If you are new to our school or an existing volunteer who 
still needs to attend Virtus training, (required for all 
school volunteers), please note the upcoming sessions: 
 
Holy Trinity Parish (Comstock Park) 
Thursday, September 10, 2009 at 6:00 p.m. 
 
St.  Joseph the Worker Parish (Wyoming) 
225 32nd SW 
Saturday, September 26 at 9:15 a.m. 
 
St. Robert of Newminster Parish (Ada) 
Wednesday, September 30, 2009 at 9:30 a.m. 
 
 
 

If you plan to attend one of these sessions, and have not 
already registered, please register online as follows:    
     · Go to www.virtus.org 

  ·  Click “Registration” 
  · Click “Begin the Registration Process” 
  · Select Diocese of Grand Rapids as the  
   organization. 

  · You will be required to enter a UserID and  
   password (of your choice) 

  · Fill out registration form       
  · Choose a location 
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Grand Rapids Area Catho-
lic Schools  
Transportation Consortium 
will be providing bussing for our students again for the 
2009-2010 school year.  Families must register each year 
for the bus by signing a new contract.  If you have not 
registered and would like bussing for your students, regis-
tration forms are available in the school office. New stops 
may be created after October 1st, if not sooner.  If you 
have questions, please call Sue Ysasi in the school office 
at 458-4228 x 300. 
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The CLC Network announces the 4th Annual Inclusive 
Church Conference – One Body Together In Christ.  It 
will take place on Saturday, September 26 from 8:00 a.m. 
until 1:45 p.m. at City on a Hill Ministries in Zeeland, 
Michigan.  The conference will include sectionals dealing 
with Autism, Mental Illness, Friendship Ministries, and 
G.L.U.E. teams.  For more information go to 
www.clcnetwork.org. 
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For the past few years, our school has participated in the 
FundingFactory® Recycling Program! This year is no 
different. This fundraiser is FREE and simple because 
there’s nothing to sell, no paperwork to fill out and no 
deadline. The program runs year-round, accumulating 
constant income for our efforts. But we won’t get very 
far without your support. Please donate your empty ink-
jet and laser printer cartridges and used cell phones to 
our school and we’ll take it from there! We will recycle 
the cartridges and cell phones through FundingFactory to 
earn new technology equipment for our school.  
 

FundingFactory also sponsors a businesses support 
program, where your employer can help out our school 
without spending a cent. FREE prepaid shipping labels 
can be sent, free of charge, directly to any business, 
organization or other facility within the continental 
United States. Business supporters simply need to load 
boxes, apply a FREE prepaid shipping label and leave 
them for the next UPS pickup. If you work for a 
company that may be interested in supporting us, please 
call FundingFactory toll-free at 1.888.883.8237. Give the 
customer service representative our school identification 
number, 24160 and they’ll set you up to support our 
account. 
 

Watch for future announcements from this desk regard-
ing children safety on the Internet and other electronic 
devices.                                           ~ Maryly Skallos 

Community Prayer Service 
 

Please join the Grand Rapids religious community in a 
special prayer service to celebrate local heroes 

September 11, 2009 
11 a.m. 

Cathedral of Saint Andrew 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 

 

Local law enforcement, fire department 
and emergency medical response 
representatives will be present 

to receive the blessings. 
 

The prayer service will be followed 
by refreshments on the Piazza Secchia. 
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Please save those Box Tops for 
Education logos found on the top 
or bottom of General Mills prod-
ucts.  Simply tear or cut them 
from the packaging and send in with your child to school.  
Each of these logos translates into FREE money for St. 
Thomas!	
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A large crayon mosaic mural is in the 
planning stages and we need lots of used 
or new crayons of all shapes, sizes and 
colors.  Just send them in to school with 
your child or give to Mrs. Furtwangler.  
The finished piece will adorn the middle 
school hallway, and all students will have 
the opportunity to participate in its creation. 
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Don’t forget the New Family/Mentor Family Reception 
TONIGHT , Wednesday, September 2nd.  Please bring 
your entire family to the Lower Level of the church at 7 
p.m. to meet other new families and the families who 
have agreed to mentor them. 
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Again, the first Home and School meeting of the new 
school year is TONIGHT , Wednesday, September 2nd 
immediately following the New Family/Mentor Family 
Reception in the lower level of the church at 8 p.m. All 
are encouraged to attend.  See you there!	

AGENDA 
September 2, 2009 

Home and School Meeting 
1. Opening Prayer 
2. Administration Reports 
 A. Principal - Dave Faber 
    Popsicles in the park 
    1st day coffee and donuts 
    Education commission meetings 
    Carnival chair 
 B. Assistant Principal - Suzi Furtwangler 
3. Officer Reports 
 C. President - Amy Jaracz 
    Thank You’s 
 D. Vice President 
 E. Secretary - Tracey Jermstad 
 F. Treasurer - Dawn Olney 
    Budget 
4. Committee Reports 
 G. Carnival 
 H. Operation Christmas Child 
 I. Auction 
5. New Business 
 J. Election of Vice President 
 K. Set Meeting Dates 
 L. October Lunch 
 M. Parent Gatherings 
6. Next Meeting 
7. Closing Prayer 
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Thank you to everyone who attended the 
popsicle party last week.  Thank you to 
Tracey Jermstad and Amy Jaracz for 
making our party possible. 
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CHALLENGE BEGINS THURSDAY, SEPT. 10, FROM 3:30 – 5:00pm in the St. Thomas Ministry Center 

 

Please bring a parent with you to the first meeting. 
 

Come experience Challenge!  Continue to develop and share your Catholic faith, joining a team that meets to grow while 
serving others. 
At each meeting you will take part in: 
1.    Team Time – Get connected with your teammates and share a snack. 
2.    Gospel Reflection 
3. Virtue Activity –a fun way to develop the virtue you and your teammates are working on for the month. 
4. Project Work – a time to serve the needs of others in the parish or local community. 
5.    Team Promise – you and your teammates will make this and will work on it during the week 
 

Challenge takes part in other special activities and fundraisers. 
 

Please note our day and time change.  Along with this change, we are pleased to announce another change–for this 
year, NO DUES will be collected to participate in Challenge. 
 

���������	
��

�������������
�����
�

���
�������
 

For questions or more information, please call Amy Den Braber at 233-0703. 
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