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| imagine that a significant number of our familtesve had this first Pieces of the school yeangithn the counter
being purposely ignored for at least a week! Taigsletter in August is a sure sign that schoabain about to begin,
and the lovely long days of summer are dwindlifgar not! While the children are sighing a collecimoan, and
parents are dreading the annual hunt for shoepliss@nd uniforms, | am performing the happy dawfcanticipation!!
I have truly missed the children and the soundoghter in the hallways. | have missed the buz @dmmunity
working together to educate their children. | havesed the many kind and generous parents andteeits who so
greatly made my first year as Principal such a veolud experience. Mostly, | have missed the sypamd life-giving
moments that can only occur when you are surroubglaghildren. | can’t wait until they come back!

August 17, 2011

Please mark your calendars for our first Homecorewening. This replaces the Open House on oundate We have

much to celebrate together. An all time high dnweht, all of the physical changes that our scihasl experienced over
the summer, the addition of several new familiespvative plans with Aquinas and an excitement ¢hatbe
physically felt in the air are just some of thesms that we simply need to take the time to weécgou all back home.
We will begin in the church for a prayer, introdoas and a few important notes. We will then ie\atl of you to come
over to the school to ooh and ahhh over all thevations, to visit classrooms, and to celebratadback together as a

community! More information will be coming youray soon!

As we begin this year sincerely excited about réngwur friendships and relationships with our stotd and their
families, | want to express the incredible gratitulat | feel to this community. Over the sumnhiér, Don Serba and
his family experienced the unbelievable loss oirtheughter Jeanine. Not only did our familiesreund the Serbas
with love, compassion and meals for a lifetimeytherognized the great impact that Don, Alex anthrdy Serba have
on the school during these summer months. The waftekthat tragedy, many families came to the stloalled,
e-mailed and offered their assistance with getirdgimmense amount of work done in our school ab@on and his
family would be able to spend time together. Thenectedness of our families to this school is whetming. God

bless you for your generosity...

Please do not hesitate to let me know your thougles this school year. | can be reached by e;iyail can leave a

message on my extension, or you can make an appmihin the officq
to talk to me personally. Perhaps you can catelimthe hallway
while | slip away into a classroom to blissfully Wwéh your children!

We would like to encourage all school families taka our Saint

Thomas School Website the homepage on your homputem We
update our homepage and entire site often to keepreast of the
latest news and happenings at Saint Thomas Schoalddition, you

will find the latest issue of the Pieces, hot lunoénu, updated Sports]

Schedules and more....all directly available witlingle click from
our homepage. Many teachers post their newsl|etterpictures on
the grade level pages and we always add photogeslaf special
events. The more parents and students who useetbsite, the more

feedback we receive so that we can truly make iURQvebsite and a] -

tool that benefits all of our students and famili€®r directions on

how to make www.stthomasgr.org your homepage,tse@structions|

listed on page 4 of this newsletter.

2011/2012 School Calendar
August/September Calendar
Volunteer Background Check
Authorization Forms2(copie$

Uniform Item Description

Educational Outfitters 2011/2012 Catal
Planner Order Form

Bible Order Form

Community Coffees

Laptime

Immunization Requirements and Flyer




I would like to welcome Kimberly Angelwood to owam! An amazingly talented artist and one of gve people with
enough energy to keep up with my ideas, Kimberly bossom this year as an Administrative Aide.eSWll work
with Mrs. Walch and myself taking care of the detaf planning and overseeing school events antlene to spend
more time with parents and kids.

On days when she is not teaching our 4-year olschialers, Mrs. Betsy Edgerton will be planning e@xciting
events this year that welcome neighborhood andlpgamilies with young children into the schoolaregular basis.
She will also be planning really innovative presaremd early elementary events this year. We l®sbd with her
willingness to invest herself further in making qgueschool program even more successful.~ Suzi Furtwangler

' Who and What is the Education Commission?
Ever wonder how decisions are made about the dustate and future state of our school? Ever wownti® makes
those decisions? Ever wonder if you are repredentthose decisions? Ever wonder what the dewsaoe? Well,
unlike some aspects of our Catholic Faith, thisis¢OT a mystery!

The answer to these questions is the Education Ggsion in partnership with the principal and pastdre Education
Commission has three primary roles:

1. Recommending policy to the pastor

2. Stewarding and facilitating the eight areathefschool’s long-range, strategic plan

3. Consulting to the pastor and principal as aasgntative body of parishioners and parents.

The commission is similar to a public school, sd¢hm@ard. We are elected to the commission byipdhe elections
held every May. We are elected for a three yerant There are 9 voting members of the commissWe.represent
you. So if you have ideas, please let us knownt& one of the members: Stacey Chalfoun, Kgdith, Steve
Kolenda, Ed Mikolay, Sharon Herold, Mark TriestraBnyan Rellinger and Lindsey Koorndyk.

Each of us represents a committee with the exaepfithe president. The committees are Religiocdiscation,
Marketing and Public Relations, Facilities, LongnBa Plan, Space and Facilities, Curriculum and fieldyy, MDI,
Finance and Community. We meet monthly with ounguttees.

We meet monthly with the principal and assistairtgipal and the pastor to discuss upcoming projeetsdecisions in
the school. The most recent project was the negimg of the school spaces to provide more spaceuiogrowing
school. You'll be delighted by the ingenuity oétBpace and Planning committee with the spaceett@aid the warm
rich, welcoming colorful atmosphere.

We review and approve the school budget. We dgdhting teachers and staff. We help the priatip decisions
regarding the future and current needs of our dchalb major decisions

must be approved by the board. The pastor haspester over any
decision the commission makes.

As you can see, the Education Commission has aortan role in
sustaining and improving our school. It's humblsegving on the
Commission. | have learned so much about howdahed operates on a
big picture scale. It made me get out of my cotrdone and see the
school through a bigger lens other than througheheg of my children. It
opened my eyes to the extreme love and dedicdtatrour staff provides
so faithfully, to the wonderfully gifted, generoasd talented parents ang
most of all, the unique gift that all of our chigar are to our St. Thomas
Community.

If you are interested in serving on the commissiowould like more
information, please contact me at 455-4154taron-
herold@sbcglobal.netThe yearly meeting schedule is published in the
school directory. The meetings are open to allBbmas Church and
School members.

Peace,Sharon Herold
Education Commission President




Eric & Caitlin Anderson

Ryan & Marita Aron

John & Mary Bender

Paul & Tina Berkemeier
James & Catherine Bockheim
Trenton & CiCi Broughton
Theresa Valdez

Michael & Lyn DenBraber
Jennifer Feuerstein

Anthony & Jacqueline Fornetti

Christopher & Alicia Heintz
Carl & Kelly Jandernoa
Kurt & Pamela Keller
Brian & Jane Krug

Keith & Erin Langbo

Kevin & Meryem Langenbach
Blair & Katie Lincoln

Kevin & Amanda Max
Cory & Eva Roy

Leonard & Ashley Radecki
Gregory & Carolyn Reese
Sean & Maria Regan
Steve & Cathy Robinson
John & Leanne Rumery
Carol Jugan

Ronel & Aileen Santos

Brian Serba
George & Missy Sharpe

Ryan & Dawn Smith
William & Diane Thompson
J T & Christine Weis

Luke & Danielle Young

There are many new families who are currently inggi
about Saint Thomas. The new families and studehtsare
registered as of today’s date are

Elizabeth P3
Patrick K-AM
Lydia 7
Madelyn P4-PM
Aleksandra P3
Miller K-AM
Steve Qatgrel
Andrew P4-AM
Ava P4-PM
Lucy 1
Chipe
Peter K-AM
Thomas P4-AM
Travis P4-AM
Lillian K-PM
Lily P4-PM
No&PM
Sebastian 6

Beau P3

London K-PM
Annika Mell&sy K-PM
Leo P3
John P3
Liam 3
Kyla K-PM
Nora 1
IsabellsRuP3
Carlos K-AM
Cara
Hunter PM-P
Amelia P4-PM
EKePM
Liam P3
Jessica 6
Polly 2
Kakie
Austin K-AM
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The Peacemaker Piecissour major home-school
communication tool intended to carry home many
"pieces" of information. As we as a school comrtuni
have been growing, so has our newsletter as we $tri
keep all of our families informed of the many worfde
happenings at Saint Thomas School. As a reselt, th
Pieces averaged 17-1/2 pages an issue last year and
with many of our families still receiving the Pisda
paper form, we copied ove2,000pages!In an effort
to be more green, we are going to encourage those
families who can do so, to receive the Pieces
electronically. We realize that this is not an option for
everyone, so we will continue to print paper cege
those families who wish to receive the Piecesrt
oldest or only child in paper form.

IMPORTANT CHANGE

If we have your email address on fikeg are going to
begin to send you the Pieces electronically UNLESS
you opt out by Friday, September 9th. If you wish to
receive a paper copy, simply fill out the shorinfior
below and send it to the school office by the 9thyour
email address has changed and you would like &iwec
the Pieces electronically, please note the chandbeo
form below as well. If you do choose to receiyeaper
copy, please encourage your child in this important
sponsibility as each issue contains valuable in&bion.

Each issue of the Pieces and the attachments aspal
available on our website at:

www.stthomasgr.org
on both the homepage and under the news tab where
current and past newsletters are archaggvell as in
paper form in the Welcome & Information Center in
the School entrance.

Please note:

The next Pieces’ will be sent home on the second day

of school, Wednesday, August 31st. If you have an

article or any information you wish to have incldde

this Pieces please send it to the school office

LATER THAN Thursday, August 25th Thank you!
~Kathy Barth

Student Name:

We wish to receive the Pieces in paper form. Rleasd our copy home with:

Teacher:

New Email Address:

OR We wish to receive the Pieces electronically andeooail address has changed to:

Print Family Name and Sign:




- All footwear must completely cover the whole foot (heels ams$}o
No sandalsmay be worn to school.
Socksmay be white or navy only. All socks must show\abthe shoe.

Shorts are defined as above the knee. Anything belovktiee is
considered a Capri. Capris are not allowed.

All skirts must be pleated with the same size pleat all #ne avound the
skirt.

The only authorizedkort and plaid skirt must be purchased from
Educational Oultfitters.

Girls may weanail polish. (NO black, and one color on all fingers onjy)

Boys hair must be cut above the earlobe, above the cotlidrabove the
eyebrows.

Accessoriesare limited to one ring per hand, one braceletaper, one
necklace, and earrings less than one inch in length

The complete list of regulations is listed in trewdht/Student Handbook.

O *
We are pleased to announce the addition of RutidRerto our after school

program! Ruth comes to us with many years of egpee at both St. Thomas
and Fred Meijer Gardens! Mary Koorndyk, along witlr daughter, Meghan,

will continue to work in the program as well! Weeao blessed to have such a

dynamic group of people caring for our childreneT®aint Thomas
After-School Program officially begins on the fiday of school, Tuesday,
August 30. We are currently enrolling full and pmte students in first
through sixth grade. Preschool and kindergartetestis may enroll if they
attend school in the afternoon. This year we halked a “drop in” alternative
for those parents who need child care on an oatalsiasis. Please contact
Amy Zakrajsek at 458-4228 ext. 305 for information.

1 2

Saint Thomas will again be offering a kindergamgtension program on
Tuesdays with Amy Zakrajsek, our Enrichment DirecBiudents in the AM
kindergarten class will attend the enrichment paiogfrom 11:00 AM to 3:15
PM. Students who attend the PM kindergarten clastiend the
enrichment program from 8:00 AM to 12:15 PM. Thetdor the program is
$670 for the year and may be added to your FAC&8. \Irs. Zakrajsek will
be available at the AM and PM Kindergarten Openddoon Tuesday,
August 30 to register students and answer any ignestyou may also
contact Mrs. Zakrajsek at 458-4228 ext. 305. Trat flay for the program is
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13.

School pictures will be taken on Monday, Septen#éefor
Grades 4-yr Preschool thru 8th grade. Picture84ar
Preschool will be taken on Tuesday morning, Sepbzri.
Volunteers are encouraged to have their photo takelD
Badges. Please come in the morning either dagture retake day is
scheduled for Wednesday, November 9.

&

August 15-19 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

August 22 1:00-3:00 p.m.
August 23-25 8:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
1:.00 — 3:00 p.m.
August 26 Office Closed
August 29 8:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

1:00-3:00 p.m.

Comcast is offering broadband
internet for low income families for
$9.95/month and at initial enroliment
they can get a computer for $150
(netbook type with Win7 starter).
Families must have at least one child
who qualifies for free lunchnttp://
www.internetessentials.corhere is
also a partner portal that schools can
sign up with to get promotional
materials, etc. Perhaps something to
look into for those without home
internet. Looks like they've
guaranteed the program for the next
three years.

Yes, parents, it's time to start
thinking about Science Olympiad!
After our medal-placing™ year

during the 2010-2011school year, we
are gearing up for even more medals
in our third year! | am looking for
interested parents to coach the
various events. A list of previous
years’ events may be foundtdtp://
soinc.org We will begin meeting in
November, and we can certainly
work around your schedule! Please
contact Amy Zakrajsek at 458-4228
ext. 305 if you are interested in
becoming a coach!

=
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Mrs. Mary Ann Bridge 3-yr-Preschool

Mrs. Kathy Proulx Music/Band
Mrs. Betsy Edgerton 4-yr-Preschool Ms. Roberta Mead Technology Coordinator
Mrs. Mary Kogrndyk Preschool Alqle/AﬂSchooI Mr. Brian VanFleet Technology Assistant
Mrs. Susan Hieshetter Preschool Aide Mrs.Christen Kochanski ~ Resource Program Teacher
Mrs. Cheryl Coderre Kindergarten Mrs. Amy Zakrajsek Enrichment Teacher/
Mrs. Joni Poggi Kindergarten Aide Aftert®ol/Enrichment Director
Mrs. Marnie White Kindergarten Aide Mrs. Mary Ann Bridge P-4 & Kindergarten Spanish
Mrs. Kelly Donohue Grade 1 Mrs. Ruth Prindle After School
Mrs. Holly Lake Grade 1 Miss Meaghan Koorndyk  After School
Mrs. Brenda Tietema. Grade 2 Mrs. Jamie LaFleur School Counselor
Mr. Conrad Budzynski Grade 2 Ms. Karen Williams/GRPS ~ Art
Mrs. Bonnie Burke Grade 2B Classroom Aide s sye Jazwiec/GRPS Computer
Mrs. Abby VanDyke Grade 3 Mrs. Sue VanZee/GRPS  Spanish
Mrs. Deb Pieri Grade 3 Mrs. Ashley Emmerson/GRPS  Physical Education
Mrs. Beth Ann Petkus Grade 4 Mr. Ted Coon Maintenance
Mrs. Sally Fochtman Grade 5 _ Mrs. Kathy Barth Marketing/Pieces
TBD Grade 5 Classroom Aide ;15 Kimberly Angelwood Administrative Aide
Mr. Adam Baxter Grade 6 (History&Religion -5 syzanne Vanderzee ~ Administrative Assistant
Mr. Ed Carr Grade 6 (Math) Mrs. Sue Ysasi Secretary
Mrs. Debra Zoppa Grade 7 (Language Arts) nrs jeanne Walch Assistant Principal
Mrs. Mary Sue Stegehuis  Grade 8 (Science) Mrs. Suzi Furtwangler Principal

Mrs. Carolyn Hathaway Junior High Classroom Ai

3 - 4 ) 5 6

Please support our 8th Grade class by donatingrgduimable cans and bottles at Family Night, Wedag, September
14 or later in the month on Thursday and Fridaypt&aber 22 and 23. Each year the class fundriidesp defray the
cost of their science day-trip to Chicago and ad@adion trip to Cedar Point. Students will notseding cookie dough
and submarine sandwiches this year. Insteadwiiegisk school and church families to bring thgimpties” to the
school pick-up line where the students will collantl return them. It will take a lot of cans!

To get out into the community, Students and fammmbers also teamed up this spring to voluntereaRiverbank
Junior Run and are set to do the same for nexthiwRieeds Lake Triathlon. The class will receitipends from the
event organizers toward their trips.

Finally, students were challenged to collect redblas over the summer toward the goal, all asqfatfocus on
character building, teamwork, healthy living anagntounity. (Donations can also be brought to chantisaturday and
Sunday, September 24 and 25 before and after nsagdents will be collecting in front of churchlhank you for your
support of our May Returnables Drive, as well.

3 - 7

Reminder to 8 Grade Students and Families —

(1) Volunteering at the 2011 Reeds Lake Triathlahhvappen on the morning of Saturday, Septembeitfy@u did

not volunteer in the spring for the Riverbank Juminning race, this is for you! Students are dgkebring at least one
family/friend to support you and achieve the gda8@40 volunteers we need to obtain our fundrgisitipend. Final
sign-ups and details to happen the first week lodsk (3-4 Service Hours)

(2) Students/parents will be needed on WednesdmpteBiber 14 at the Open House; Thursday and Fi&kptember
22-23 after school; and Saturday and Sunday, SéptePd and 25 before and after masses to handle Ga\l&ction.

Sign-ups at 8 Grade Open house and by contacting Heidi Schlietinsghliem@yahoo.com



Dear Saint Thomas the Apostle Community: 9

The Home and School Association (HSA) would likextend a warm
welcome to all the new and returning families oin&homas the Apostle
School. We have an exciting year planned but first we wamemind the
community who we are. As incoming President fitst question | always get | Please mark your calendars for
is “What is Home and School?” | often pause andkhihow do | answer? The | Wednesday, August 24, 2011, at
Home and School encompasses so many things. iEissgn organization of | 7:00 p.m. in the Ministry Center
parent volunteers that partners with the VIP Caomattir who organizes Community Room for our Junior
volunteers for various programs. Also, our orgatian provides financial High Parent Orientation.
assistance through the fundraising efforts of oucttdon Committee for
Cultural and Enrichment Programs and other iteniswailable through school
funds. Finally, HSA fosters closer relationshiptgh good communication
with home, school, faculty, parents and guardians.

We will highlight common
procedures and expectations, anc]
n

each teacher will share informatio
about their classes. Please plan
As a parent/guardian of a Saint Thomas the Apgstigent, you are attending this informative session.
automatically a member of the Home and School Aation. No registration
or payment of dues is required. Meetings a“a
held on a monthly basis as determined by the < =
board. At the meetings we discuss recent
issues, provide new information and update§ on

upcoming events, bring everyone up to datgon

the budget and vote on any changes pertairfindrhe Saint Thomas Home and School invites,
to any Home and School event or budgetary all families to join us at
item. We want to personally invite you to ong Wilcox Park for a popsicle party.
of our monthly meetings. Finally, meeting
dates, special events, minutes of the meetings When: Tuesday, August 23, 2011

and other Home and School news are sent Time: 11:00-12:00 Noon

home in the Pieces Newsletter. Where: Wilcox Park

The HSA has planned an exciting year of | Why: This is a great opportunity to get the kidgether to visit with
activities for all families to enjoy. The old friends, meet new classmates and their nevh&zand have FUN!
following pages provide descriptions of It's also a great chance for parentsieet each other, too!

activities to be held throughout the 2011-2012
school year, as well as meeting dates. We enceymag to support the HSA

and Saint Thomas the Apostle School by attendingetimgs and becoming 9 /
involved. New ideas and suggestions are alwaysonedd!

In conclusion, please join us for our first spomesbevent, “Popsicles in the 6
Park” at Wilcox Park on August 23, from 11a.m. goribon. It is an

opportunity to meet with teachers, friends, aneépts. On behalf of 4 6
the Home and School Association, we once againadvdee to extend .

a warm welcome and best wishes for a successfabsgkar!

God Bless,

Your Home & School Association Board
Lisa Mullen/President howiemullen@comcast.net All parents are invited to gather and
Tracey Jermstad/Secretartajerm@comcast.net socialize after you drop your children

Dawn Olney/Treasurer dolney@stthomasgr.org off on the first day of school. Come
grab a cup of coffee and a donut and

visit with old and new friends from
8:00-9:00 a.m. in the Ministry
Center Community Room.

&
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Continued

||#$$%u#$u
Draft as of August 2011

August 23 Popsicles in the Park 11-12

August 30 Coffee and Donuts, First day ofdath

September 8 Home and School Board Meeting 6:38 Faculty Lounge
Sept 14 New Family Orientation/Open House/Homecamin

September TBA Fall Skating Party

October 6 Home and School Board Meeting 6:3@ Faculty Lounge
October TBA Celebrate Life Week

November 1 All Saints Day

November 3 Home and School Board Meeting 6:38 Faculty Lounge

November 16/17 Teacher Dinner for Conferences
NovemberTBA  Operation Christmas Child

December 1 Home and School Board Meeting 6:38 Faculty Lounge
December 8 Feast of Immaculate Conception
December TBA Holiday Trays Distributed

January TBA Publishing Center opens
January 5 Home and School Board Meeting 6:3@ Faculty Lounge

January TBA Vocations Week

January 29 Catholic Schools Week

February TBA Morality and Chastity presentations

February 2 Home and School Board Meeting 6:3@ Faculty Lounge
March 1 Home and School Board Meeting 6:3@-Faculty Lounge
March 7/8 Teacher Dinner for Conferences

March TBA Celebrate Saint Thomas Vocation Wee

April 12 Home and School Board Meeting 6:368 Faculty Lounge
April TBA Skating Party 6:30 —8:30

May 3 Home and School Board Meeting 6:3@ +aculty Lounge
May TBA Teacher Appreciation Week

May TBA Field Day

May 23/24 7 Grade Retreat

June 7 Home and School Board Meeting 6:38 Faculty Lounge

4 >

Our board is not complete! We are
in search of a Vice President or
Co-VP for the Home and School
Association. This individual will

be open to attending monthly
meetings, perform the duties of
President in his/her absence and
partner with chairs to get annual
reports on their committees to help
with budgeting and programming.
We are even open to making this
position a chance for two people to
share. If you are interested in
learning more, please contact Lisa
Mullen at:
howiemullen@comcast.net

or 490-0787, cell. Please
prayerfully consider joining our
group!

The Home and School Board is in
the planning stages for our annual
Parent Grade Gatherings. This is
an opportunity for parents to
connect with other parents with
children in the same grade at Saint
Thomas. You are able to meet the
parents of your child’s friends!
Please watch future Pieces for
dates and times.

)

All lunch recess supervisors -
Mark your calendars!!!!

On Tuesday, August 30, all Recess
Supervisors will be meeting from
10:00 a.m. in the lower level of
Church. Ouir first lunch/recess will
follow. Please make every effort
to attend the meeting. If you
cannot attend, please call Becke
Shiel at 456-5412 to make
arrangements to go over the rules
and theme. Thanks!

~Becke Shiel
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The first Home and School Meeting will be held on
Thursday, September 8th at 6:30 pnin the Faculty
Lounge. ALL parents, faculty and chairpersons are
welcome and encouraged to attend to find out about
Home and School. This meeting will provide an ov@m
of all major committees and we will discuss theafinial
status of Home and School, as well as any new ifteas
the coming year. The agenda is as follows:

September 8, 2011
I Opening Prayer
Il. Bi-Law Update
.  Survey
Vacancy — VP

V. Calendar of Events

VI. Committee Reports
a. New Family
b. Coffee/Donuts®iDay
c. Skating Party
d. Celebrate Life Week
e. Popsicles in the Park
f. Parent Gathering
g. Homecoming

VII.  Auction

VIIl. Budget

IX.  Miscellaneous

X.  Closing Prayer

7

Our volunteers are an important part of our school
community! According to Diocesan policy, before
volunteering in any capacity, all volunteers must:
1. Read and sign the Standards of Ministerial
Behavior Form

2. Attend the 3 hour Virtus Training Program

3. Give permission, YEARLY, for a criminal
background check to be run

Please Note ALL VOLUNTEERS must completa
new Background Check Form each year. Attached ge
two forms that must be returned to the school effig
September IThank you for your help and
understanding with this very important process.

If you have any questions, feel free to call Suzann
VanderZee in the school office. 458-4228 x306

7" 4)(

You may still turn in your purple ﬂ
\4

included in your registration packet.@;d/\

Please drop them off at the schoo'\k

Volunteer Forms that were
office. If you have any questions, % E

please call Angela Yondo at
(452-0444).

.
2
13

Crayons

|

"#$$

As you are shopping for school
supplies, please keep Operation
Christmas Child in mind. We will have
a bin in the hall downstairs for your convenienzstbre
the items.

The most needed items are: crayons, markers sgittles,
pencils, small notebooks, general items for oldssb Or
if you see a fantastic deal,
please free feel to purchase for
our all-school project.
Remember, everything must fit % A
into a shoe box. Please call
Maureen Jones with any
guestions at 454-2107.

Through your support and
generous donations, this
program has grown. Please
consider volunteering and thank
you for your continued support!
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We invite all of you to join us in
honoring and remembering lives lost,

If you are new to our school or an existing volent@ho still needs to those who grieve and our heroes and
attend Virtus training, (required for all schoolwateers), please note the first responders. This tenth anniversary
upcoming sessions: of the tragic events of September 11,

2001 is a perfect opportunity for us to
Sacred Heart Parish (Grand Rapids) come together as a community of

156 Valley SW faith. Just as we gathered at the
Tuesday, August 23, 2011 @ 6:30 p.rL N . Cathedral of Saint Andrew the evening
of that fateful day, we want to unite
San Juan Diego Academy (Wyoming)k again to seek God'’s blessing and pray
1650 Godfrey SW for peace.

Saturday, August 27, 2011 @ 8:00
a.m.

(This session is held in Spanish.)

The events on Sunday, Sept. 11 will
include a 2 p.m. interfaith service on
the piazza outside the Cathedral, as
well as a procession and blessing of
emergency vehicles. It is our hope that
we can have as many churches and
faiths possible represented on that day.

Saint Joseph Parish (Belding)
409 South Bridge Street
Tuesday, August 30, 2011 @ 6:30 p.m.

Holy Spirit Parish (Grand Rapids) The service and blessing will be

2230 Lake Michigan Drive followed by a walk from the Cathedral

Wednesday, September 7, 2011 @ 6:30 p.m. to the Gerald R. Ford museum. This
walk represents the same distance that

Our Lady of Consolation Parish (Rockford) people had to walk or run to escape the

4865 Eleven Mile Road debris field left by the twin towers.

Saturday, September 10, 2011 @ 9:00 a.m. If you have any questionsl p|ease
contact Eulene Freeland at the

Saint Robert of Newminster Parish (Ada) cathedral parish office,

6477 Ada Dr. 616-456-1454 ext. 110 or

eulene@cathedralofsaintandrew.org

) 7

If you plan to attend one of these sessions, and hat 6 8 6/ &
already registered, please register online asvigtio . .

- Go to www.virtus.org 8:00 am School begins
- Click “Registration” 11:30 am-12:25 pm Recess/Lunch ~ Grs.1-5
- Click "Begin the Registration Process” 11:42 am-12:30 pm Lunch/Recess ~ Jr. High

- Select Diocese of Grand Rapids as the

organization. 3:15 pm School dismissal
-You will be required to enter a UserID and 8:00- 11:00 am P3, P4, K (AM)
password (of your choice) 12:15-3:15 pm P4, K (PM)
- Fill out registration form 3:15-6:00 pm After-School Care

- Choose a location

4) (*8 P S mm e a
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Please save those Box Tops for Education logosffoan “* i I
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|

|

the top or bottom of General Mills products. Siynar <%
“ |

or cut them from the packaging and send in withryou

child to school. Each of these logos translatesHREE EXPIRES |
FXF 10¢ 6/1/08

money for St. Thomas! e o -
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We require all students in gracés$8to have a trapper keeper (1-1/2” or 2"
zipper binder recommended). Inside they will neeldave:

1. The blue Catholic School Student Assignmentiidan
(purchased through the offi€@NLY ) Note: 3rd Graders are
required to have this item only.

2. A pencil pouch (available for purchase throughchool office
if your trapper doesn’t have one) 2011/2012 Daily Band Schedule

3. Six plastic three-hole punched subject area folder®r inside
the trapper.

4. For training and consistency sake, instructioeess will be pro-
vided by the school office for each 4th through @tade studen].  5th Grade-Tues/Thurs during Music

Class

Please fill out the attached order form accordingfyclose a check made opt  gih Grade-Tues/Thurs 11:30-12:30

to Saint Thomas School for the corresponding amandtreturn it to schoo p.m. during lunch/recess hour

no later than Thursday, September 2. The trappfaders will also be

needed by this time. Thank you for your cooperais we help teach our 7th/8th Grade-Tues/Thurs. 11:30-

students the importance of good organization! 12:30 p.m. during lunch/recess hour
Mrs. Furtwangler

Band classes will be taught by Mrs.
Proulx.

*_ /<
Attention all 5th-8th Grade Girls! We love new babies at Saint Thomas!

Challenge Club is ready to start!
Become a part of this year’'s
Challenge Club.... new members are
always welcome. Join us and catch
the Spirit of Challenge. If you are
interested, please call Mrs. Susan
Edgerly at 363-5832.

Our first meeting will be on Friday, - [ ] *
September 9th, from 3:20-5:00 p.m.,
in the Ministry Center.

If you have a new family member and would like har® this wonderful
news with the school community, please call thestbffice at 458-
4228 or send written details and your informatidath e placed in the
“Pieces”. Thank you!

Do you have a graduate of Saint Thomas Schook sthool is looking for

gently used uniforms for students in grades 1{@age drop off your donation
Check outvww.challengeclubs.com  in the school office. Thank you!
for more information!
(= 5 8
Instructions: P
. .stthoma .0lQ
Go to your internet browser i
Open your Help page _
Follow instructions for changing your homepage \\_/
Set homepage address or URL to: www.stthomasgr.org
*A small prize will be given to all students whofmilies fill out and hand in this form!
WE DID IT—We Switched Our Homepage to www.stthomasgorg!
Student Name:
Grade: Teacher:
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Madeline Sebestyen met with Dr. C. Edward ”__\

Balog, President of Aquinas College

Last April when Dr. Balog was our guest for Readwith the STARS, he challenged Saint
Thomas the Apostle students to read On Waldon Rorhe extended an invitation for our
students to set up an appointment with him to disd¢u The timeframe was short, as he was
retiring at the end of June. Madeline Sebestydmuiet with Dr. Balog on June 1. In discuss
the book, they talked about transcendentalisminidhestrial revolution, the Kindle versus the
Nook, and classic literature in general. Dr. Balag agreed to inscribe Madeline's personal ¢
of Waldon Pond for her before he retired at the @ntline!

He told Madeline she reminded him a lot of his std#aughter whom, like Madeline, decided
wanted to become a writer at age 10. His daughteow a journalist in Charleston, SC. He
encouraged Madeline to pursue her dreams of wréimihteaching as well as embracing her |
of reading. He suggested that she may want toThattau's essay Civil Disobedience sometime
in the future. He also agreed, at her suggestinallaw her to take part in AQ's Common Readingdfignce, where
incoming first-year students, current studentsmai, faculty, staff, and parents are invited tad€This | Believe: The
Personal Philosophies of Remarkable Men and Woreditéd by Jay Allison and Dan
Gediman. Participants then write their own essaywloat they believe.

) )

Graduates of Saint Thomas The Apostle School dgfte last week of school in June s 'S 7 %{
read with the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th grade clasSesne came to read before heading g S =
to college in the fall, and others came from tihégh schools. We hope to expand this
program for the next school year. Thank you, gréafsyour willingness to be positive
role models for Saint Thomas School students! ~ Liz Aschwege

()

Thank you parents (and others) for volunteeringetal with the
students this past year. Many of you have alpoessed an
interest in this school year, either in persorhoough the VIP
form. Because the first few weeks of school arbusy, | am
planning on starting reading the week of SepteriBerin the
past we have had teachers request volunteers 20800,
9:00-9:30, or 12:30-1:00. | don’t have a set scleedr the days
yet, but if you would like to volunteer 1/2 houwaek to read
with 1%, 2'4, or 39 grade students, please call me at 365-7689.
This is a truly rewarding volunteer opportunity!

Liz Aschwege
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Students should not arrive at school
before 7:45 a.m.. All children will line
up in the parking lot behind schodf.
you drive your children to school,
please use the church parking lot for
drop off or pick up. Please drive in on
the gym side and drive out on the
rectory side. Parking/stopping on
Wilcox Park Drive is reserved for
busses only.

Attention Grace Street Users:
Preschool Drop-Off/Pick-Up and PM
Kindergarten Drop-Off Only! Grace
Street is a shared space. Please use
spaces and areas designated for Saint
Thomas. Parents, pled3® NOT

park in spots marked for Care
Resources, and please DO NOT use
the Fulton Street/Holland Home
parking lot as a pass throughto drop
off or pick up students. This will
maintain a safe environment for the
elderly residents of Holland Home.

=0/ %
6 0

Students must NEVER be allowed to
cross Wilcox Park Drive to enter or
exit a car. DO NOT drop off or pick up
students at the curb in front of school
or church._For the safety of all our
children, please pick up and drop off
students in the designated areas of the
parking lot only

To aid in speeding up the drop off/pick
up procedureplease treat Wilcox

Park Drive as a one way street
(westbound only). Use Hope Street
to travel eastbound.When exiting the
parking lot, turn right onto Wilcox Park
Drive. By creating this ONE WAY
environment, we can make the
beginning and end of our school days
more relaxing for St. Thomas and our
neighbors.

The Fulton Street driveway to the
Church lot gate and back out around
the Mercy Respite Center can also be
used to drop off and pick up students.

Please make sure your children know
which of the two locations you will be
using. ~Mrs. Furtwangler

0

The Saint Thomas After-School
Program officially begins on the
first day of school, Tuesday,
August 30. We are currently
enrolling full and part-time studengs
in afternoon preschool and
kindergarten through sixth grade.
Please contact Amy at 458-4228
Ext. 305 for further information.

Attached to this issue dihe Pieces
you will find several forms that may
be returned during the first
days of this school year: o)

<5 4 T

One of our spiritual goals is to open
the Word of God with our children
and invite them to establish a good
relationship with it. We are asking

i)

~ Suzi Furtwangler
that students in third grade and above
have their own Bible which they will

</ T _ |*4 )( 1%
. . keep at school to use. It is important
Grand Rapids Area Catholic Schoolsthaﬁ[hey have a Bible that is tﬁeir

Transportation
Consortium will
be providing
bussing for our
students again
for the 2011-2012 school year.
Families must register each year for
the bus by signing a new contract. If
you have not registered and would
like bussing for your students,
registration forms are available in the
school office, or you may call
Maureen in the Transportation office
at 616-246-6470 for information.

5

Parents are requested to call the
school office at 458-4228, between
7:30-8:30 a.meach day that a child
will be absent Please state the
child's name, grade and reason for
absence.

5

own as they will be encouraged to
mark passages in it and make per-
sonal notes. If you are in a situation
of having to obtain a new Bible for
your child, we recommend the fol-
lowing version: The Good News Bi-
ble (Today's English Version). We
are offering two hardcover editions of
this Bible that can be ordered by fill-
ing out the attached order form. The
first edition is the one we have al-
ways offered, a simple black and
white copy. The second is a newly
printed edition designed just for
young Catholics, complete with color
inserts, 61@ray It! Study It! Live

It! Articles, 99 “Catholic Connec-
tions” Articles, a timeline, a complete
list of Sunday readings, and much
more. Consult the attached flyer for
additional information and prices.

All order forms must be turned in to
the school office by: Thursday, Sep-
tember 2nd. Mrs. Furtwangler

*

6 *
In order to comply with the As a part of our pest management
requirements of the E.P.A.'s program, pesticides are occasionally
Asbestos Hazard Emergency applied. You have the right to be
Response Act, all of the school informed prior to any pesticide
buildings in the Diocese of GR application made to the grounds or
have been inspected for asbestos- buildings. In certain emergencies,
containing materials. If you would pesticides may be applied without
like to review the Management Plan prior notice, but notice will be
for St. Thomas, it is available in the following any such application.
school office. The Management
Plan will state recommended
activities which will maintain the
asbestos materials in a non-friable
condition. ~ Ted Coon
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In order to provide an environment
that reflects our Catholic tradition,
promotes respect for school and
individuals, and enhances
self-esteem, first through eighth
grade students of St. Thomas the
Apostle School are required to wear
uniforms beginning the first day of
school. The last Monday of each

month is designated as a non-uniform
day. Our first non-uniform day of the

year will be Monday, September 26.
The brief descriptions from our
handbook are contained below;
however, for your convenience, we
have enclosed a detailed description
of each item. Please refer to the
attachedJNIFORM ITEM
DESCRIPTIONS sheet when
shopping for uniforms. Items
purchased, other than those
specifically detailed, must adhere to
the “Acceptable” guidelines and
match the approved items. Shop at
your own risk, and when in doubt,
please bring the item (in its original
package) to the school office for
approval. Thanks for your
cooperation.

%

Optional Green Booster's sweatshirt
(non-hooded type) or dark green *

sweater (vest, cardigan or pullover) -

must be worn with shirt collar
showing and be a reasonable fit. All
parts of the uniform must be neat,

/ *0/ 6

Girls - Grades 1-8 Clothing can be casual or dress but
Skirt, skort or jumper - specific, ¥~ Must be appropriate for school.
pleated, accordion - navy blue or Examples of clothingot considered
plaid available at Educational appropriate for school include but are

, . : not limited to:
Ouitfitters only White or navy tights Clothing with a bare midriff
or shorts and white or navy socks, 5 Halter and tube tops
must be worn with skirt or jumper. Sleeveless tops
Boys and Girls - Grades 1-8

Clothing with un-Christian or
All shirts must be plain white or

lewd printed material
specific green logoed shirts from Clothing made of sheer material
Educational Outfitters onlgnd

Shorts or pants that are fringed,
. . ) cut off or frayed at bottom, made
consist of the following styles:
turtleneck

of spandex material or torn or
ripped

mock turtleneck 7. Shorts above mid-thigh length

long or short sleeve polo-style Skirts shorter than knee length

with collars

long or short sleeve oxford

Socks must be worn with shoes or
specific long or short sleeve blouse*

sandals
Navy blue pants, or navy blue shorts
(April 1-October 15 shorts optional). 9
Pants and shorts are to be twill,

gabardine or broadcloth with

traditional trouser cut. Shorts must
be mid-thigh in length. White or
navy socks must be worn with pants
and shorts.

Students must wear shirts tucked in
and buttoned at all times.

=
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Jean passes may be used on the
second Monday of any month or on
other designated days. With the jean
pass the uniform top must still be
worn.

Grooming for all students should be Parents may make written requests to
in keeping with the student's age.  the principal for variance from this
Hair- styles should be plain and Uniform Code because of special
simple. Boy’s hair must be cut abov: Circumstances (i.e. injury, child

the eyebrows, earlobes and shirt ~ development, etc.).

collar. Lipstick and makeup may not If you have any questions regarding

be worn in school. If earrings are  the uniform, please call the school
worn, simple and small will be office at 458-4228.

permitted; girls only. One necklace,
one bracelet, one ring per hand. Eacn
teacher will be responsible for seeing
that his/her students are wearing
proper uniform. Violations willbe -
handled immediately. They will be
noted and submitted to the office
each morning and afternoon. Paren
will be called to bring proper attire.

All shoes used in the gym must have
_light colored soles. No dark soles
will be allowed. Check shoe for
indication of a "non-marking" sole.
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Designed as an exciting collaboration with otheargk Rapids Catholic Elementary Schools and ParishiesNoah’s
Ark crayon mosaic is almost ready to make its apeze at ArtPrize 2011. Each of the six panelswoaspleted by a
different school/parish following Mrs. Furtwangle@&mazing design and under the coordination ohaer
Administrative Aide, Kimberly Angelwood. It is aomderful piece which will be displayed at Cathe®qlare.

There are three ways for attendees to vote fopmae: via text message, by logging onto artprize.or by installing g
special ArtPrize iPhone application. Regardledsonf you choose to vote, you will need our 5 digitle to vote us uf

Our Vote “Up” code is 45151

Attention Artists...We know there are many in oamenunity who are displaying their own artwork ast g ArtPrize
and we would like to help you spread the word aget ‘but the vote” for your pieces. Just stop endffice and let us
know your name, location, and the Vote Up numbery&ur piece, and we will publish it in the nexeBes! You may
also email the above information to Sue Ysasi sasi@stthomasgr.org or Kathy Barth at kbarth@stt#sgmorg.

)YB . .6) Cl/) D.<''* *) > Q'
Love art? Enjoy volunteering? Have a desire ta part of ArtPrize 2011? The Cathedral Square Aag¢HExhibition
Center is a great place 8T ART your ArtPrize experience from September 21 — October 9. Offdregparking and
interactive family-friendly art, our gallery of 32tists will surely amaze you! For information abgolunteeringat
Cathedral Square during ArtPrine ArtPrize events, please see Mary Haarman ooboar ArtPrize interns — Chelsea,
Allison or Liz; emailartprize@dioceseofgrandrapids.oog call 219-309-5483. Be sure to “like” us orcélaook- find
us by searchingrtPrize at Cathedral Square.

GO
)*
" HORNETS!
< * g8J
Do you have students in grades 5th-8th l
grades? ." ) <
Do you have any budding athletes of any age? —
Do you have an interest in supporting Saint ThoAtatetics? &7 The Boosters are pleased to announce

additional resources have been
working to update the Spirit Wear
line of offerings. We are anticipating
these new and exciting additions will
be available by the start of this school
year. More information will be
follow in the near future.

-Diane Thompson

Are you new to Saint Thomas and looking for a fuaywo get (
involved in and support your school? !

If you answered “Yes” to any of the above, pleasena our

first Boosters meeting of the year which will béchen Tuesday,
September 6th, at 7 p.m. in the Faculty Conferé&tmam. Please consider
joining the Booster organization. It is open topalrents! We have an ex-
citing year ahead of us with improved facilitieslawesome kids just wait-
ing to put on those Hornet uniforms!

i
\

Open to all 8, 6", 7" and & Graders.
Sign Up & F' Practices

Tuesday August 3) 5:00 PM until 6:15 PM at the South end of JBaii Park across from the Coca Cola Plant Ahd
Thursday, September;15:00 PM until 6:15 PM at the South-end parkinigai@a of Riverside Park, West of the
corner of Knapp St and Monroe Ave NW.

For further information and/or questions contadt Bauman at: Email address: middleschoolxc@hotaih
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Hot lunch will begin on Tuesday,
August 30. Please see the first
week's menu on this page. If you
are not receiving Free or Reduced
meals*, please send lunch money
with your student to the office by
Thursday, Sept. 1st to begin your
account for the school year.

There may be an increase in the cpst

of hot lunches. The new prices fol
children’s and adult lunches are
pending.

Students with outstanding balances
from the 2010/2011 school year wijll

not be able to receive hot lunch until

the balance is paid in fulHot lunch
payments can be sent to the schogl

office prior to school starting. If you

have questions regarding your
balance, please contact Shannon
Rodgers at 874-5680.

* If you are interested in receiving
information on qualifying for Free
and Reduced Meals and/or Milk,
please check the Welcome and
Information Center near the schoo
entrance for an application and
guidelines. If you qualified for Fre
and Reduced Meals for the
2010/2011 school year, a new
application must be completed ang
returned to the school office no lat
than September 30, 2011. If you
have any questions, please contag
Sue Ysasi in the school office at
458-4228 x300.

\174
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Haute Lunch is excited to be back with Saint ThothasApostle School
for another year of healthy school lunches. Lastrye began the process

of creating a one-of-a-kind approach to hot lunsimg real, unprocessed
food, and making meals from scratch daily.

The positive feedback we received from both inside outside of the
school community was more than enough to convilschat we were on
the right track.

Parents volunteered. Local press contacted useStsidte hummus.

Surely not all of our...innovations... were embid=ut we are a stubborn
bunch, and by the end of last year, salads and imaahe yogurt were a
mainstay in the lunch room.

This year we will be trying new recipes and intéigigaa bevy of vegetables
and legumes into our menu. New, local producershgilusedand there
will be an increased emphasis on the use of whalie dpread products.

Of course, this is not all just for fun, or to tant those who love chicken
nuggets. Simply enough, we are trying to do out fgachange the eating
habits of today’s youth: a generation of Americtreg are on track to have
shorter life spans than their parents.

Saint Thomas the Apostle School
Hot Lunch Menu
August 30-September 1, 2011

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday
29 30 31
Pizza - Locally raised Macaroni and Cheese?*
Sauteed Summer braised pork taco
Vegetables - Lettuce Potato Wedges
B Lunch: - Tomatoes

Locally raised BBQ | - Beans and Rice
Pork Sandwich
C Lunch:

Chicken Caesar Salaf

* Jamie Oliver's Food
Revolution Recipes

ltems on food bar this month:
Romaine Lettuce

Vanilla Yogurt Peaches

Cheddar Cheese Homemade Granokummus
Croutons Fresh Apples Pita Chips
Carrots Fresh Oranges






Buiurel] losiniadng
SS929Yy ‘W' 00:0T

sasnoH uado
|[o0oYydsald p|o-1eah-{

uauebispury

snoH uadQ uauehiapury
%9 |00y9Sald p|o-Iedh-g
8-T 'si9

jo ke@1sT 1€ | 100YdS Jo Ae@ IsiT OE 62 8¢
‘wd e-T7%® 27-0€:8 ‘wd e-T7%® 2T-0€:8
SINOH B0 [00YIS | SINOH IO |00YdS ‘wd 00:€-00'T
pasolD 8o | wd e-T7%® 2T-0€:8 BN uoneuso Yued X09|IM SINOH 920
[00YIS 7 |00YOdS | SINOH 8210 |00YIS ybiH Jounp "wrd, |1e sajaisdod UOON-TT | [o0ydS/ieanay yeis
12 9z 14 e €z 4 12
wd pg:gT-we Og:8 wd pg:zT-Wwe 0g:8 wd og:zT-Wwe Og:8 wd og:zT-we 0g:8 | wd Qg:zT-We 0g:8
SINOH 38210 |00YdS | SINOH 32O |00YdS | SINOH 82O |00YdS | SINOH 8210 [00YdS | SINOH 3210 |00YdS
(014 6T 8T LT 9T ST T
B uolissiwwo)
uoneonp3 wd 2
€T Zt 1T 0T 6 8 L
9 S 14 € Z T

les

1

nyL

PaM

any

UOIN

TT0Z 1shbny




Auo ‘we gd

8 19—vd
$ainjold |00yos

sse| ‘We 656 saIn1dld |[00Y9S AeQ@ wuiojiun UoN
oe 62 8¢ L2 9C 14
SSeN ‘W'e G666
aAlQ smog aALIg anog B uolissiwwo)
® ueDd speio yig ® ue)d speio yig uoneonp3 ‘wrd 2
144 4 ac TC (014 6T 8T
asnoH uadQ |ooyoss
SSeN ‘W'e G666 /BuiwoosswoH ‘w-d 2
uonoa|3 % sayosads uoneualo
[1IoUNOD UBPNIS Ajlwe4 maN AeQq ssed uear |Aepuns [eanayosaled
LT 9T qT 7T €T [4) 1T
anp siapio
MIIN uaneBiapury| wooy
% Jooyasald Bunssy 9@oualauo) Aynoe
sse\ Buluadp | uoneloossy |0oYyos [ooyosaid |BIN s.Je1soog ‘wrd 2
|00Y9dS ||V ‘W'e GG:6 ® 8WOoH ‘wrd 0€:9 |plo-1edh-1 jo e IST SauNsay |00Yds TOOHOS ON
0T 6 8 VA 9 S 14
anq sJaplo
Jsuue|d B 9(q!d
|jooyasaid
TOOHOS ON [plo-1edh-¢ jo Aeq 1St
€ I4 T
yes 14 nyL PaM onyL UOIN

-~
%

,0U2S 91sody ayl sewoy | jures

TTOZ lequwaldss


































All students in grades 448ust purchase on their own

- A trapper keeper (1-1/2" or 2" zipper binder recommended).

SIX three-hole punched poly plastic or durable lamrmated
folders that will fit inside the trapper keeper.

In addition, all students in grad8s8 must order from the school
The blue Catholic School Student Assignment Planner

Each 4-8 student must also have:
A pencil pouch (which may be ordered through thest
or purchased on your own.) The pouch must also be
three-hole punched to fit in the planners.

Each 4-8 student will be given:
Instruction sheets and necessary labeling stickers

Please fill out the Student Planner Order form Wwedacordingly, enclose a check made out to SaiohTds
School for the appropriate amount, and return kmstno later than Thursday, September 1rst. Tlyawok

STUDENT PLANNER ORDER

Quantity Amount Total

NCEA Plannefrequired for $2.50
Grades 3-8)
Plastic Pencil Pouch $1.00

Amount Enclosed

Student Name: Teacher
Student Name: Teacher
Student Name: Teacher
Student Name: Teacher

ORDERS DUE BY THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 2011.


















