
Our New Principalõs Welcome 
I wish you could feel the energy and sense of excitement in the school right now!  It oozes from the teachers, the families 

who tour the school, the many faces, new and old who stop in.  I have felt for the last few years that we are on the cusp 

of something exciting.  That feeling is hard to suppress! 
 

Over the last month, I have done many interviews for new faculty, and toured many potential families.  As I talk about 

our mission, our vision for the future, the incredible impact that an education that is centered completely in Christ has on 

children, and of course our school itself, the person across the table from me canôt help but be drawn into the desire to be 

a part of our community.  I talk about the fact that we are unabashedly Catholic and delight in helping our children come  

into a personal relationship with Christ.  We bring up leaders in our Middle School with purposeful programming di-

rected at unity of group, and dynamic leadership.  This is contagious stuff!  It is painful to tell a family who deeply de-

sires to bring their children here, that we are filled to capacity in the Middle School and many other grades.  God contin-

ues to be so good to us, and still, I canôt shake the feeling that this is the Christmas Eve of things to come. 
 

Our building is alive with the business of preparing for our new year.  Cheryl Coderre, our new Kindergarten teacher has 

been collaborating with the preschool teachers and early elementary team to bring an exciting program to life in her 

classroom.  Mrs. Coderre knows us deeplyéshe was a parent at Saint Thomas, spent time in virtually every classroom 

through substitute teaching here, and has truly earned her place on our faculty.  Conrad Budzynski is also immersing 

himself in our time of preparation.  He brings to our faculty a gentle spirit and a huge smile that hints of the exciting gifts 

he holds inside.  His second grade class will blossom this year.  Roberta Mead, our new Technology Coordinator has 

somehow managed to absorb the scope of her position and has already established herself as a valuable asset to our 

school and parish.  My confidence in her abilities continues to be affirmed as she meets and engages with the faculty on 

their return.  She is blending her technical knowledge with her creativity, and already we are planning new and exciting 

technology advances.  I have created a full time position for Amy Zakrajsek.  She has abundant gifts in her creative solu-

tions to problems, ability to create and sustain programs, and to recognize the need for new programs.  She will be our 

new Enrichment and After School Director.  Amy will continue to provide enrichment opportunities within the school 

day in collaboration with our teachers and the classroom curriculum.  She will also continue to provide after school en-

richment opportunities such as College for Kids, You Be the Chemist, 

Science Olympiad, Chinese and others.  Additionally, she will now di-

rect the After School Café.  This program provides after school care for  

ñPrincipalôs Welcomeò continued on Page 2 

 

Attachments 

¶ 2010/2011 School Calendar (All) 

¶ Uniform Item Description (Grs. 1-8) 

¶ Educational Outfitters Catalog (Grs.1-8) 

¶ Volunteer Background Check Authoriza-

tion Forms (2 per family) (All) 

¶ Bible Order Form (Grs.3-8) 

¶ Sports & Spirituality Flyer 

¶ Planner Order Form (Grs.3-8) 

¶ Preschool and School Age Immunization 

Requirements and Flyer (All) 

PIECES 

 
  THE PEACEMAKER...  

Saint Thomas the Apostle Catholic School 
ñSchool of Distinctionò 

Dynamic Education  

Centered in Christ 

Vol. 16   Issue  1             August 14, 2010 

www.stthomasgr.org 
We would like to encourage all school families to make our Saint Tho-

mas School Website the homepage on your home computer.  We up-

date our homepage and entire site often to keep you abreast of the lat-

est news and happenings at Saint Thomas School.  In addition, you 

will find the latest issue of the Pieces, hot lunch menu, updated Sports 

Schedules and moreé.all directly available with a single click from 

our homepage.  Many teachers post their newsletters and pictures on 

the grade level pages and we always add photo collages of special 

events.  The more parents and students who use the website, the more 

feedback we receive so that we can truly make it YOUR website and a 

tool that benefits all of our students and families!  For directions on 

how to make www.stthomasgr.org your homepage, see the instructions 

listed on page 4 of this newsletter. 



our students, as well as sports-season after school care for our athletes.  By combining Enrichment and the After School 

Caf® in a full time position, both will flourish and grow under Mrs. Zakrajsekôs care.   This will truly be an exciting year. 

Mr. Ted, Don Serba and crew are some of the hardest working people I know.  Daily I see them making repairs, clean-

ing, painting and improving our spaces.  I can tell you that Mr. Ted carefully manages every square inch of this building 

and takes great pride in what he and his crew do to keep the physical space of Saint Thomas pristine. 
 

Our faculty has experienced some changes personally, as well.  Miss Christen Pierce became Mrs. Adam Kochanski this 

summer! We wish the new Kochanski family much love and happiness in their future.  Mrs. Lake is now a Saint Thomas 

parent.  Her son Ben will attend our 3 year old preschool program.  Mrs. Donohue celebrated the marriage of her daugh-

ter, Mrs. Baxter moved to a new home, and many other faculty members spent their summer in other events of change. 

Change is always difficult, but it also invites things like innovation, a renewed sense of mission, and begs leaders to step 

forward.  It invigorates people and brings new life to a community.   
 

Some things will not change because they define who we are.  Our mission-A Dynamic Education Centered in Christ- 

creates a common focus for all that we do, and where we plan to go.  We are driven by our Catholic Faith to bring our 

children into a closer relationship with Christ in classrooms where the curriculum is rigorous, yet relevant to becoming 

21st century leaders. Our Catholic faith will remain front and center in all that happens here.  The other thing that will not 

change is change itself.  If you are truly providing a dynamic education, you must be willing to change to meet the needs 

of your learners and their families.  This kind of change however, moves us forward and keeps us growing. Our com-

puter lab was fitted with flat panel monitors and updated equipment this summer, our library continues to grow and 

change with Jeanne Walch and Marnie Whiteôs  loving care.  We even installed a new drinking fountain that actually 

dispenses cold water!  The middle school students will appreciate that welcome and needed change.   
 

Our faculty is made of dynamic leaders.  Last year, our elementary team noticed that our elementary lunch room is usu-

ally noisy and students do not eat their lunches.  Later in the afternoon, they witnessed an unusually large number of stu-

dents complaining of headaches and stomach aches.  We did a little research, and found that young children need to 

move and use gross motor skills after long periods of sitting.  The research recommended that recess be scheduled before 

lunch, allowing children to run and burn off pent up energy, then eat to replenish their bodies.   This makes senseé.how 

many of us would elect to eat a large hot lunch, down a container of milk, and then go for a half-hour run?  The ability to 

eat after going out for recess will also allow our children to cool down and relax before returning to the classroom.  I 

have the research available in my office if you would like to read it.  We have decided, with consultation between fac-

ulty, Father Jim, the Education Commission, and any parents and students who were in the building this summer to move 

the recess time to take place before lunch.  We also have made sure that all teachers in the elementary classrooms know 

that they must schedule a snack break mid-morning and communicate the need for a healthy snack to all parents.  Please 

feel invited to communicate with us about this change as the year progresses.  I suspect that we will see less headaches, 

stomach aches, and more empty plates at lunch! 
 

Stop in and say hello.  I invite your input this year.  I hope that some of the intense excitement that I feel for our school 

and for the school year is contagious and ignites you as well.  Keep our school community in your prayers often. 
 

Godôs Peace in your Lives! 

Suzi Furtwangler 

Principal 
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After School Enrichment and ASP 

Director 
This year, we have a full time After School Enrichment Director. Amy 

Zakrajsek has agreed to continue with her fine Enrichment program 

both during the school day and providing Enrichment classes after 

school.  She also will now be the Director of our After School Program.  

This will allow for some exciting changes in the Program with a full 

time Director dedicated to the growth and development of that program.   

If your child is in need of after school care one day to five days a week, 

or if you want to take part in our Hornets Athletes and Siblings program 

for after school sports practice, please contact Amy Zakrajsek 458-428 

ext. 305 or the school office. 

2010-2011  

School Theme: 
 

 

 

 

 
 

The Gift You Have Been Given,  
Give As A Gift! 



A Warm Saint Thomas Welcome 
There are many new families who are currently inquiring about Saint Thomas. 

The new families and students who are registered as of todayôs date are:  

About ôThe Piecesõ 
The Peacemaker Pieces is designed 

to be a home-school communication 

tool intended to carry home many 

informative "pieces" of information.  

The Pieces will be identifiable by two 

attributes - its name and color.  You 

can receive the bimonthly Pieces 

along with the other important com-

munications or ñattachmentsò in one 

of two formats, either electronically 

or via your oldest or only child in 

paper form.  If you wish to receive 

this important information automati-

cally online, please fill out the short 

form below so that we have your cur-

rent email address. If you wish to 

receive a paper copy, please encour-

age your child in this important re-

sponsibility.  Each issue of the Pieces 

and the attachments are also available 

on our website at:  
 

www.stthomasgr.org  
 

on both the homepage and under the 

news tab where current and past 

newsletters are archived as well as in 

paper form in the Welcome & Infor-

mation Center in the School entrance. 

Summer Office Hours: 
August 10-17  8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

August 16    Office Closed 

August 18-30  8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

          1:00 ï 3:00 p.m. 

August 23    Office Closed 

August 27    Office Closed 

Please note: 

The next óPiecesô  will be sent home 

on the second day of school, Wednes-

day, September 1st.  If you have an 

article or any information you wish to 

have included in this Pieces please 

send it to the school office NO 

LATER THAN Wednesday, August 

25th.   Thank you!   ~ Kathy Barth 

Michael & Colleen App                      Maria P3 

                                                      Michael K-AM 

Brian & Kathryn Buchanan                 Jenna P3 

                                                      Karley  K-AM 

Eric & Catherine Buehler                    Claire  P4-AM 

Trevor & Sheila Chalmers                   Ethan  P4-AM 

Keith & Melissa Eastland                    Andrew  6 

Jeremy & Miranda Eden                    Lynch  K-PM 

Girum Melka & LemLem Abate           Eden Girum  4 

Darryl & Marci Jenkens                      Peter  4 

Doug & Diana Karel                          Isabela  4 

Dennis & Holly Lake                       Ben  P3 

Doug & Cammi Lawrence                 Max  K-AM 

Mark & Lianne Lindner                      Naomi  P4-AM 

                                                      Grace K-AM 

Matthew Neis & Sara Ashcraft              Riley Neis  5/F 

Arthur & Grace Padilla                      Sebastian  1 

                                                      Chelsea  4 

Dan & Stephanie Patterson                 Brady  P4-AM 

Kevin & Veronica Perdue                    Ana  P3 

Ruben & Veronica Perez                    Vanessa  P3 

Mike & Alyse Sandborn                      Elin  P4-AM 

                                                      Lara  3 

                                                      Ethan  5/P 

Jonathan & Gretchen Siebers               Jonathan  P3 

Robert & Janiece Spicer                   Anthony  P4-PM 

                                                      Elena  K-PM 

Andrea Thompson                             Kaiden Tallarico  P3 

Paula Tanis                                      Daniel Neibarger 2/B 

                                                      Kathryn   5/P 

Kyle & Kelly Wohlgemuth                  Dylan  K-AM 

Rebecca Zahm                                 Ligia Mangione  P3 

 

 

 

 

 
We also welcome back to our school: 
 

Michael & Patricia Corcoran       Ana  7 

                        Montserrat Gonzalez-Guitierrez  8 

Tom & Kelly Olive            Mary Clare  K-PM 

                        Zach  6 

We wish to receive the Pieces electronically.  Please send our copy and the attachments to: 
 

Email address ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Student/Family Name: __________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Signature: ________________________________________________________ 



Hot Lunch 
Hot lunch will begin on Tuesday, Au-

gust 31.  A partial September Menu is 

attached.  If you are not receiving Free 

or Reduced meals*, please send lunch 

money with your student to the office 

by Thursday, Sept. 2 to begin your ac-

count for the school year.   
 

There will be an increase in the cost of 

hot lunches.  The new prices for chil-

drenôs and adult lunches are pending.  

This increase in the price of meals is 

necessary to keep our hot lunch pro-

gram competitive with other school hot 

lunch programs.  The cost for milk will 

remain at $.35 cents.   
 

Students with outstanding balances 

from the 2009/2010 school year will not 

be able to receive hot lunch until the 

balance is paid in full. Hot lunch pay-

ments can be sent to the school office 

prior to school starting.  If you have 

questions regarding your balance, 

please contact Shannon Rodgers at     

874-5680.   
 

* If you are interested in receiving in-

formation on qualifying for Free and 

Reduced Meals and/or Milk, please 

check the Welcome and Information 

Center near the school entrance for an 

application and guidelines.  If you 

qualified for Free and Reduced Meals 

for the 2009/2010 school year, a new 

application must be completed and re-

turned to the school office no later than 

September 30, 2010.  If you have any 

questions, please contact Sue Ysasi in 

the school office at 458-4228 x300.   

Positive Changes in Hot Lunch Program 
This year will see a lot of positive changes in the lunch program. We will be 

taking a more local, fresh, sustainable and less processed approach to how 

the program is run. Some of the exciting changes include incorporating a 

local, family run dairy, healthy lunch foods made from scratch, sourcing 

meat and vegetables locally, and reducing packaging and lunch waste. 
 

If you have ever been to the Fulton Street Farmers Market or Harvest 

Health you may have seen Moo-Ville milk. This year we will be using Moo

-Ville milk in the lunch program.  This family run dairy, based in Nashville 

Michigan, milks their own herd of dairy cows and pasteurizes and homoge-

nizes on the premises.  The dairy is even open for tours to see the farm and 

how the milk is processed.  Moo-Ville will be producing, especially for 

Saint Thomas, 2% Chocolate milk, free of High Fructose Corn Syrup. We 

will also be using this milk to make our own yogurt, which will be used to 

make a low-fat ranch along with potato and pasta salads. 
 

In an effort to make healthy, fresher foods from scratch we will be creating 

our own recipes and incorporating Jamie Oliverôs Food Revolution and 

ñRenegade Lunch Ladyò Anne Cooperôs recipes.  This will be part of a 

move away from processed foods like chicken nuggets and instead using 

real foods like chicken drumsticks.  We simply want to make the best foods 

possible to provide your children with a nutritious lunch made from real, 

natural, recognizable products. 
 

In trying to integrate ñFarm to Schoolò ideas into the lunch program we will 

begin to source vegetables, fruits and meats locally.  Potatoes, onions, car-

rots and garlic will be from local farmers the entire school year with other 

fruits and vegetables available seasonally on the salad bar and incorporated 

into recipes and sauces. 
 

Additionally the lunch will have a limited amount of disposable products. 

There will be no more milk cartons; instead the milk will be served in reus-

able cups. All lunches will be served on reusable lunch trays with real sil-

verware instead of disposable plastic.  By buying bulk, fresh products food-

packaging waste will also be greatly diminished. 
 

These are just some of the new ideas added to the lunch program this year.   

Suggestions and comments are welcome and we would love to hear any 

feedback.  Please contact Michelle Mier at 334-2610. 

HOT LUNCH SPOTLIGHT  

Wanted:  Gently Used Mini-Trampolines 
A few of our teachers are looking for mini-trampolines for indoor classroom 

use.  If you have a gently used tramp that you would be willing to donate, 

please call the school office.  Thank you! 

 



Faculty and Staff for the 2010-2011 School Year 
Mrs. Mary Ann Bridge 3-yr-Preschool 

Mrs. Betsy Edgerton 4-yr-Preschool 

Mrs. Mary Lou Gedra Preschool Aide 

Mrs. Susan Hieshetter Preschool Aide 

Mrs. Cheryl Coderre Kindergarten 

Mrs. Joni  Poggi Kindergarten Aide 

Mrs. Kelly Donohue Grade 1 

Mrs. Bonnie Burke Grade 1/D Classroom Aide 

Mrs. Holly Lake Grade 1 

Mrs. Mary Baxter/Mrs. Brenda Tietema   Grade 2 

Mr. Conrad Budzynski Grade 2 

Mrs. Abby VanDyke Grade 3 

Mrs. Amy Polega Grade 3 Classroom Aide 

Mrs. Beth Ann Petkus  Grade 4 

Mrs. Deb Pieri Grade 5 

Mrs. Sally Fochtman Grade 5 

Mr. Adam Baxter Grade 6 (History&Religion) 

Mr. Ed Carr Grade 7 (Math) 

Mrs. Debra Zoppa Grade 7 (Language Arts) 

Mrs. Mary Sue Stegehuis Grade 8 (Science) 

Mrs. Kathy Proulx    Music 

Ms. Roberta Mead    Technology Coordinator 

Miss Christen Kochanski   Resource Program Teacher  

Mrs. Amy Zakrajsek    Enrichment Teacher/ 

                                           After School/Enrichment Director 

Mrs. Mary Ann Bridge    P-4 & Kindergarten Spanish 

Mrs. Jamie LaFleur    School Counselor 

T.B.A./GRPS       Art 

Mrs. Sue Jazwiec/GRPS    Computer 

Mrs. Sue VanZee/GRPS     Spanish 

Ms. Ashley Grothe/GRPS     Physical Education 

Mr. Ted Coon    Maintenance 

Mrs. Suzanne VanderZee    Administrative Aide  

Mrs. Sue Ysasi    Secretary               

Mrs. Suzi Furtwangler   Principal 

FAMILY  OPEN HOUSE   
On Wednesday, September 15th, at 7:00 p.m., all parents and students are invited to join us for our family open house  

beginning in the Church. 
 

7:00-7:10 ~  OPENING PRAYER  

Fr. Jim will lead all our families in prayer and reflection. 
 

7:10-7:50 ~ PARENT MEETING 

Parents will remain in church while teachers and staff will lead students to their classrooms (Preschool-grade 8) and the 

parish nursery will be open for younger children during the parent meeting only. 
 

7:50-8:30 ~ OPEN HOUSE IN SCHOOL  Parents rejoin young children in nursery and proceed to school to join your 

child/ren (youngest-oldest) in their classroom(s).  Please keep your child/ren in your care as soon as you rejoin them in 

their classroom(s). 

Attention:  

Junior High Parents  
 

Please mark your calendars for                        

Wednesday, August 25, 2010                                       

at 7:00 p.m. in the Ministry Center 

Community Room for our Junior High 

Parent Orientation. 
 

We will highlight common procedures 

and expectations, and each teacher 

will share information about their 

classes.  Please plan on attending this 

informative session. 

Back to School Popsicle Party 
  

The Saint Thomas Home and School invites  

all families to join us at  

Wilcox Park for a popsicle party. 
 

When:  Tuesday, August 24, 2010 

Time:  10:30-12:00 Noon 

Where:  Wilcox Park 

Why:  This is a great opportunity to get the kids 

together to visit with old friends, meet new 

classmates and their new teacher and have 

FUN!  Itôs also a great chance for parents to 

meet each other, too! 
 

Rain date:  If it is pouring rain on Tuesday, we will have a rain date on 

Thursday, August 26th, same time.  We hope to see you there! 



VIP FORMS 
You may still turn in your purple 

Volunteer Forms that were included 

in your registration packet.  Please 

drop them off at the school office.  If 

you have any questions, please call 

Angela Yondo (452-0444).         

VIP (Volunteers in Parnership) Program 

News and Needs 
We have had a great response with the VIP forms and, as always, our parents 

are so willing to help out!  We still have a few spots that need to be 

filled.  Chair people are needed for the following committees:  Copymeisters, 

Preschool Toy Cleaning, 8th Grade Adoration Schedule, Catholic Schools 

Week, Reconciliation Reception, Graduation Reception, Field Day, and the 

Arts Committee.  If you are interested, please give me a call to discuss! 

There are many volunteers and past chairs that are willing to help.        

                                  ~ Angela Yondo   
 

Below is a list of the room parents per grade.  We are still in need of room 

parents for the preschool classes. 
 

1st  Lake                     Mark Triestram 

1st  Donohue               Cheryl Doyle 

2  Baxter/Tietema       Amy Bocian 

2  Budzinski                Ellen Mikolay 

3  VanDyke                 Connie Rellinger 

4  Petkus                     Rachel Perdue 

5  Fochtman                Michelle Figeroua 

5  Pieri                        Denise Deveau 

6  K/AM                         Kelly Wohlgemuth 

Protecting Godõs  

Children Awareness 

Sessions   
If you are new to our school or an exist-

ing volunteer who still needs to attend 

Virtus training, (required for all school 

volunteers), please note the upcoming 

sessions: 
  

Sacred Heart Parish (Grand Rapids) 

Tuesday, August 24 @ 6:30 p.m. 
 

Saint Robert of Newminster Parish 

(Ada) 

Wednesday, September 22 @ 6:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, September 23 @ 9:30 a.m. 
 

Cathedral Square (Grand Rapids) 

Monday, December 6 @ 9:00 a.m. 
 

Holy Spirit Parish (Grand Rapids) 

Wednesday, January 19, 2011 @ 6:30 

p.m. 

To Register for Virtus Training  
 

If you plan to attend one of these sessions, and have not already registered, 

please register online as follows:            

  ¶ Go to www.virtus.org 

  ¶ Click ñRegistrationò 

  ¶ Click ñBegin the Registration Processò 

  ¶ Select Diocese of Grand Rapids as the  

   organization. 

       ¶ You will be required to enter a UserID and   

        password (of your choice) 

  ¶ Fill out registration form       

      ¶ Choose a location  

Volunteering at St. Thomas 
Our volunteers are an important part of our school community! According 

to Diocesan policy, before volunteering in any capacity, all volunteers must: 

1.  Read and sign the Standards of Ministerial Behavior Form 

2. Attend the 3 hour Virtus Training Program 

Give permission, YEARLY, for a criminal background check to be run 

Please Note:  ALL VOLUNTEERS  must complete a new Background 

Check Form each year. Attached are two forms that must be returned to the 

school office by September 2. Thank you for your help and understanding 

with this very important process. If you have any questions, feel free to call 

Suzanne VanderZee in the school office. 458-4228 x306 



Make the Saint Thomas Website Your Homepage! 
 

Instructions:  
 

¶ Go to your internet browser  

¶ Open your Help page 

¶ Follow instructions for changing your homepage 

¶ Set homepage address or URL to:  www.stthomasgr.org 

 
WE DID ITðWe Switched Our Homepage to www.stthomasgr.org! 

 
Student Name: _________________________________________________ 
 

Grade: _____________       Teacher: ________________________________ 

www.stthomasgr.org 

Reading with the STARS  

(Saint Thomas The Apostle Reading Students)  
Thank you Douglas and Maria DeVos Foundation! 
This summer Reading with the STARS received a mini-grant from the Douglas and Maria DeVos Foundation.  This 

grant was awarded to work with students in the summer, encouraging reading and learning, ultimately paving the way 

for success at St. Thomas, high school, and college.  This is the first year for this grant, and I certainly feel privileged to 

be a part of their pilot program.  One of the goals of the program is to stop learning loss, to see if encouraging students to 

learn in the summer has an effect on them in the long term, that is, are these students more likely to go to college and 

increase their chances of success. 
 

I have read with some student one-on-one, with some I have worked with a group of three, and some of the students have 

come to Holland Home/Care Resources to read with the residents.  We are fortunate to have this foundation recognize 

the importance of year-round learning.  All of the money from the mini-grant has been invested back into St. Thomas 

School.  Some of the money was spent on leveled reading books, reading games, and technology to be used in the class-

room. 

More Readers are Welcome! 
Thank you parents (and others) for volunteering to read with the stu-

dents this past year.   Many of you have also expressed an interest in 

this school year, either in person or through the VIP form.  Because 

the first few weeks of school are so busy, I am planning on starting 

reading the week of September 20.  In the past we have had teachers 

request volunteers from 8:30-9:00, 9:00-9:30, or 12:30-1:00.  I donôt 

have a set schedule or the days yet, but if you would like to vol-

unteer 1/2 hour a week to read with 1st, 2nd, or 3rd grade stu-

dents, please call me at 365-7689. This is a truly rewarding vol-

unteer opportunity! 

                           ~ Liz Aschwege 
8:00 am           School begins 

11:30 am-12:25 pm   Recess/Lunch ~ Grs.1-5 

11:42 am-12:30 pm Lunch/Recess ~ Jr. High 

3:15 pm        School dismissal 

8:00- 11:00 am    P3, P4, K (AM) 

12:15-3:15 pm    P4, K (PM) 

3:15-6:00 pm       After-School Care 

 

SCHOOL DAY SCHEDULE:  
        



Operation Christmas Child 2010! 
As you are shopping for school supplies, please keep Operation 

Christmas Child in mind.  We will have a bin in the hall down-

stairs for your convenience to store the items. 
 

The most needed items are:  crayons, markers, glue sticks, pen-

cils, small notebooks, general items for older boys.  Or if you see 

a fantastic deal, please free feel to purchase for our all-school pro-

ject.  Remember, everything must fit into a shoe box.  Please call 

Maureen Jones with any questions at 454-2107. 
 

Through your support and generous donations, this program has 

grown.  Please consider volunteering and thank you for your con-

tinued support!   

 

If you have a new family member and would like to share this wonderful 

news with the school community, please call the school office at 458-

4228 or send written details and your information will be placed in the 

ñPiecesò.   Thank you! 

We love new babies at Saint Thomas! 

Band News 
 

2010/2011 Daily Band Schedule 
 

Band classes will begin Tuesday, 

September 7.   
 

5th Grade-Tues/Thurs 8:15-9:00 a.m. 

at St. Thomas 
 

6th Grade-Mon/Wed 7:15-8:00 a.m. 

at St. Thomas 
 

7th/8th Grade-Tues/Thurs. 7:15-8:00 

a.m. at St. Thomas    

ðððððððððððððððððððð 

This year there will be a 5th Grade 

Band Camp held Mon. 8/16-Thurs 

8/19. Camp will be at Catholic  

Central High School according to the 

following schedule: 
 

Flutes 9:00-9:45 am each day  

Clarinets 9:45-10:30 am each day  

Percussion/French Horns 10:30-

11:15 am each day 

Trumpets 12:00-12:45 pm each day 

Trombone/Baritone/Tuba 12:45-1:30 

pm each day.   

Changes at Educational Outfitters 
As you may already know, Brad Kamphuis, the owner of Educational Outfit-

ters in Grand Rapids, was killed in a car accident last May.  The Educational 

Outfittersô store owner in Lansing, Michigan will be processing our uniform 

orders. Educational Outfitters will be the only source for our plaid jumper or 

skirt, our green polo shirt and our Hornet Spirit Wear.  There will be NO 

shipping charges at this time.  Attention: SCRIP Users.  The Lansing office 

will honor a limited number of previously purchased SCRIP certificates on a 

first-come basis.  Certificates will not be honored after September 30, 2010. 
 

If you have questions, their new contact information is:  Educational Outfit-

tersð3320 W. Saginaw ï Lansing, MI  48917 ï 517-886-4800 or 

Vickey@educationaloutfitters.com.  A new catalog is attached to this Pieces. 

Gently Used Uniforms Needed 
Do you have a  graduate of Saint Thomas School?  The school is looking for 

gently used uniforms for students in Grs. 5-8.  Please drop off your donation 

in the school office.  Thank you! 

Kindergarten Extension Program 
Saint Thomas will again be offering a kindergarten extension program on 

Tuesdays with Amy Zakrajsek, our Enrichment Director. Students in the AM 

class will attend the program from 11:00 AM to 3:15 PM. Students in the PM 

class will attend the program from 8:00 AM to 12:15 PM. There is a non-

refundable $35 registration fee and the cost for this program is $650 for the 

year and may be added to your FACTS plan. Mrs. Zakrajsek will be available 

at the AM and PM Kindergarten Open House on Aug. 31 to register students 

and answer any questions. You may also contact Mrs. Zakrajsek at 458-4228 

ext. 305 or email her at azakrajsek@stthomasgr.org. The first day for the ex-

tension program will be Tuesday, Sept. 14. 

Educational 

Outfitters  

òFit Dayó 
A uniform fit day will be held on 

Tuesday, August 17, 2010 from 4-8 

pm at Holy Trinity School-1304 

Alpine Church Road, Comstock 

Park, MI 49321. 

This is a great opportunity to have 

your child fitted for uniforms and to 

use any Scrip Certificates.  For more 

information, please contact Holy 

Trinity @ 616 784-0696 or Educa-

tional Outfitters @ 517-886-4800.   

mailto:Vickey@educationaloutfitters.com


Morning Arrival 
Students should not arrive at school 

before 7:45 a.m..  All children will line 

up in the parking lot behind school.  If 

you drive your children to school, 

please use the church parking lot for 

drop off or pick up . Please drive in on 

the gym side and drive out on the rec-

tory side.  Parking/stopping on Wilcox 

Park Drive is reserved for busses only. 
 

Attention Grace Street Users: 

Preschool Drop-Off/Pick-Up and PM 

Kindergarten Drop -Off Only! Grace 

Street is a shared space.  Please use 

spaces and areas designated for Saint  

Thomas.  Parents, please DO NOT 

park in spots marked for Care Re-

sources, and please DO NOT use the 

Fulton Street/Holland Home parking 
lot as a pass through to drop off or 

pick up students.  This will maintain a 

safe environment for the elderly resi-

dents of Holland Home. 

After-School Care 
The Saint Thomas After-School 

Program officially begins on the 

first day of school,  Tuesday, Au-

gust 31. We are currently enroll-

ing full and part-time students in 

afternoon preschool and kinder-

garten through sixth grade.  Please 

contact Amy at 458-4228 Ext. 305 

for further information.         

Look Carefully 
Attached to this issue of The Pieces, 

you will find several forms that may 

be returned during the first 

days of this school year:  

Bible Order Form 
One of our spiritual goals is to open 

the Word of God with our children 

and invite them to establish a good 

relationship with it.  We are asking 

that students in third grade and above 

have their own Bible which they will 

keep at school to use.  It is important 

that they have a Bible that is their 

own as they will be encouraged to 

mark passages in it and make per-

sonal notes.  If you are in a situation 

of having to obtain a new Bible for 

your child, we recommend the fol-

lowing version:  The Good News Bi-

ble (Today's English Version).  We 

are offering two hardcover editions of 

this Bible that can be ordered by fill-

ing out the attached order form.  The 

first edition is the one we have al-

ways offered, a simple black and 

white copy.  The second is a newly 

printed edition designed just for 

young Catholics, complete with color 

inserts, 616 Pray It!  Study It!  Live 

It!  Articles, 99 ñCatholic Connec-

tionsò Articles, a timeline, a complete 

list of Sunday readings, and much 

more.  Consult the attached flyer for 

additional information and prices.  

All order forms must be turned in to 

the school office by:  Thursday, Sep-

tember 2nd.        ~ Mrs. Furtwangler 

Absenteeism 
Parents are requested to call the 

school office at 458-4228, between 

7:30-8:30 a.m. each day that a child 

will be absent.  Please state the 

child's name, grade and reason for 

absence. 

Student Pick-Up/

Drop-Off 
Students must NEVER be allowed to 

cross Wilcox Park Drive to enter or 

exit a car. DO NOT drop off or pick up 

students at the curb in front of school 

or church.  For the safety of all our 

children, please pick up and drop off 

students in the designated areas of the 

parking lot only.   
 

To aid in speeding up the drop off/pick 

up procedure, please treat Wilcox Park 

Drive as a one way street (westbound 

only).  Use Hope Street to travel east-

bound. When exiting the parking lot, 

turn right onto Wilcox Park Drive.  By 

creating this ONE WAY environment, 

we can make the beginning and end of 

our school days more relaxing for St. 

Thomas and our neighbors.  
 

The Fulton Street driveway to the 

Church lot gate and back out around 

the Mercy Respite Center can also be 

used to drop off and pick up students. 
 

Please make sure your children know 

which of the two locations you will be 

using.        ~ Mrs. Furtwangler 

Student Planner Organization  
We require all students in grades 4-8 to have a trapper keeper (1-1/2ò or 2ò 

zipper binder recommended).  Inside they will need to have: 

1. The blue Catholic School Student Assignment Planner 

(purchased through the office ONLY ) Note: 3rd Graders are 

required to have this item only.  

2. A pencil pouch (available for purchase through the school office 

if your trapper doesnôt have one) 

3. Six plastic three-hole punched subject area folders for inside 

the trapper.  
4. For training and consistency sake, instruction sheets will be pro-

 vided by the school office for each 4th through 8th grade student. 

Continued on page 10 

BUSSING INFORMATION 
 

Grand Rapids Area Catholic 

Schools 

Transporta-

tion Consor-

tium will be 

providing 

bussing for our students again for 

the 2010-2011 school year.  Fami-

lies must register each year for the 

bus by signing a new contract.  If 

you have not registered and would 

like bussing for your students, reg-

istration forms are available in the 

school office. New stops may be 

created after October 1st. 



Uniform Code 
Girls - Grades 1-8 

Skirt or jumper - specific, * pleated, 

accordion - navy blue or plaid avail-

able at Educational Outfitters only.  

White or navy tights or shorts and 

white or navy socks, must be worn 

with skirt or jumper.  

Boys and Girls - Grades 1-8 

All shirts must be plain white or spe-

cific green logoed shirts from Educa-

tional Outfitters only and consist of 

the following styles: 

turtleneck 

mock turtleneck 

long or short sleeve polo-style     

with collars 

long or short sleeve oxford 

specific long or short sleeve blouse* 

Navy blue pants, or navy blue shorts 

(April 1-October 15 shorts optional). 

Pants and shorts are to be twill, gab-

ardine or broadcloth with traditional 

trouser cut.  Shorts must be mid-thigh 

in length.  White or navy socks must 

be worn with pants and shorts. 

Students must wear shirts tucked in 

and buttoned at all times. 

Personal Appearance 
Grooming for all students should be in 

keeping with the student's age.  Hair- 

styles should be plain and simple.  

Boyôs hair must be cut above the eye-

brows, earlobes and shirt collar.  Lip-

stick and makeup may not be worn in 

school.  If earrings are worn, simple 

and small will be permitted; girls only. 

One necklace, one bracelet, one ring 

per hand. Each teacher will be respon-

sible for seeing that his/her students are 

wearing proper uniform.  Violations 

will be handled immediately.  They 

will be noted and submitted to the of-

fice each morning and afternoon.  Par-

ents will be called to bring proper at-

tire. 

Gym Shoes 
All shoes used in the gym must have 

light colored soles.  No dark soles 

will be allowed.  Check shoe for indi-

cation of a "non-marking" sole. 

Non-Uniform Days 
Clothing can be casual or dress but 

must be appropriate for school.   

Examples of clothing not considered 

appropriate for school include but are 

not limited to: 

1.  Clothing with a bare midriff 

2.  Halter and tube tops         

3.  Sleeveless tops 

4.  Clothing with un-Christian or     

  lewd printed material 

5.  Clothing made of sheer material 

6.  Shorts or pants that are fringed,   

  cut off or frayed at bottom, made  

  of spandex material or torn or    

  ripped 

7.  Shorts above mid-thigh length 

8.  Skirts shorter than knee length 

9.  Socks must be worn with shoes or 

   sandals 

Jean Passes 
Jean passes may be used on the sec-

ond Monday of any month or on 

other designated days.  With the jean 

pass the uniform top must still be 

worn. 

Special Circumstances 
Parents may make written requests to 

the principal for variance from this 

Uniform Code because of special 

circumstances (i.e. injury, child de-

velopment, etc.). 

If you have any questions regarding 

the uniform, please call the school 

office at 458-4228. 

Sweater/Sweatshirts  
Optional Green Booster's sweatshirt 

(non-hooded type) or dark green * 

sweater (vest, cardigan or pullover) -

must be worn  with shirt collar show-

ing and be a reasonable fit. All parts of 

the uniform must be neat, clean and in 

good condition. 
 

This sweatshirt can be worn as part of 

the uniform. Please order using a    

Hornet Wear Order Form.  These forms 

will be available soon. 

 

 

Please fill out the attached order form accordingly, enclose a check made out to Saint Thomas School for the corre-

sponding amount and return it to school no later than Thursday, September 2.  The trapper and folders will also be 

needed by this time.  Thank you for your cooperation as we help teach our students the importance of good organiza-

tion!                                                          ~ Mrs. Furtwangler                                                       

Student Planner Organization  Continued from page 9 

UNIFORMS 
In order to provide an environment 

that reflects our Catholic tradition, 

promotes respect for school and indi-

viduals, and enhances self-esteem, 

first through eighth grade students of 

St. Thomas the Apostle School are 

required to wear uniforms beginning 

the first day of school. The last  

Monday of each month is designated 

as a non-uniform day.  Our first non-

uniform day of the year will be Mon-

day, September 27.  The brief de-

scriptions from our handbook are 

contained below; however, for your 

convenience, we have enclosed a de-

tailed description of each item. Please 

refer to the attached UNIFORM 

ITEM DESCRIPTIONS  sheet when 

shopping for uniforms.  Items pur-

chased, other than those specifically 

detailed, must adhere to the 

ñAcceptableò guidelines and match 

the approved items. Shop at your 

own risk, and when in doubt, please 

bring the item (in its original pack-

age) to the school office for approval.  

Thanks for your cooperation. 



Asbestos Notice 

from Diocese 
In order to comply with the require-

ments of the E.P.A.'s Asbestos Haz-

ard Emergency Response Act, all of 

the school buildings in the Diocese of 

GR have been inspected for asbestos-

containing materials.  If you would 

like to review the Management Plan 

for St. Thomas, it is available in the 

school office.  The Management Plan 

will state recommended activities 

which will maintain the asbestos ma-

terials in a non-friable condition.     

                ~ Ted Coon 

Recess   
Supervisors 

All lunch recess supervisors - Mark 
your calendars!!!!  

On Tuesday, August 31, Supervi-

sors will be meeting from 9:30-

11:15 a.m. in the lower level of 

Church. Our first lunch/recess will 

follow.  Please make every effort to 

attend the meeting.  If you cannot 

attend, please call Becke Shiel at 

456-5412 to make arrangements to 

go over the rules and theme.  

Thanks!   ~ Becke Shiel 

CHALLENGE CLUB 
Attention all 5th-8th Grade Girls! 

Challenge Club is ready to start! Be-

come a part of this yearôs Challenge 

Club.... new members are always 

welcome.  Join us and catch the 

Spirit of Challenge.  If you are inter-

ested, please call Mrs. Susan Edgerly 

at 363-5832. 
 

Our first meeting will be one day the 

first week of school. 
 

Check out www.challengeclubs.com 
for more information! 

Important Dates 
August 
 23   Faculty & Staff Retreat      

    School Office Closed 

 24   10:30-12 noon Popsicles in Park 

    7 pm Sports Booster Meeting 

 25   6:30 pm After-School Care     

    Director available    

    7 pm Jr. High Parent Mtg. 

26   Raindate 10:30-12 noon  

    Popsicles in the Park 

31   First Day of  School  (1-8)  

       9-10am AM 3-yr Preschool  

    Open House 

      9-10 am AM Kdg Open      

    House  

      9:30-11:15 am Recess  

    Supervisor Training 

    10-11 am All School Assembly 

    1-2 pm PM Kdg Open House  
 

September 
  1   First Day of Kindergarten 

      9-10am 4-yr AM Preschool        

    Open House  

      1-2pm 4-yr PM Preschool          

    Open House 

      7pm New Family Orientation   

       8pm Home & School Mtg.                                                           

  2   First Day for 3-yr Preschool 

      Student Planner Orders due 

      Student Bible Orders due 

    Pre & Kdg. Milk Orders due 

3-6   NO SCHOOL   

  8      First Day for 4-yr Preschool  

 13      Jean Pass Day 

 15   7 pm Family Open House 

 19   Catechetical Sunday 

22-23 Vision & Hearing Screening 

 26   6:30 pm Confirmation Meeting 

 27   School Pictures (P-4, K, Grs. 1-8) 

     6-8 pm H&SA Roller Skating   

    Party 

 28    School Pictures (P3)  

  

Pesticide Notification 
As a part of our pest management 

program, pesticides are occasion-

ally applied.  You have the right to 

be informed prior to any pesticide 

application made to the grounds or 

buildings.  In certain emergencies, 

pesticides may be applied without 

prior notice, but notice will be fol-

lowing any such application. 

The Boosters Need YOU! 
Do you have students in grades 5th-8th 

grades? 
  

Do you have any budding athletes of any age? 
  

Do you have an interest in supporting Saint Thomas Athletics? 
  

Are you new to Saint Thomas and looking for a fun way to get 

involved in and support your school?   
  

If you answered ñYesò to any of the above, please attend our first Boosters 

meeting of the year which will be held on Tuesday, August 24th at 7 p.m. in 

the Faculty Conference Room.  The President and Vice-President positions 

are open.  Please consider being a part of the Booster organization.  We 

have an exciting year ahead of us with improved facilities and awesome 

kids just waiting to put on those Hornet uniforms!  
  

 

New Address 
The Clemens Family has moved to 

Colorado and would like to keep in 

touch.  Please feel free to drop them a 

note at their new address: 

 

The Clemens Family 

2690 Danbury Avenue 

Highlands Ranch, CO  80126 

School Pictures 
School pictures will be taken on Monday, September 27 for Grades  

4-yr Preschool thru 8th grade.  Pictures for 3-yr Preschool will be taken on 

Tuesday, September 29.  Picture retake day is scheduled for November 10, 

2010.                               

http://www.challengeclubs.com/


 

HOME  

SCHOOL  

&  

First Home and School Meeting 

The first Home and School Meeting will be held on Wednesday, September 

1st at 8:00 pm immediately following the New Family Reception in the Min-

istry Center.  ALL parents are welcome and encouraged to attend to find out 

about Home and School.  This meeting will provide an overview of all major 

committees and we will discuss the financial status of Home and School, as 

well as any new ideas for the coming year.  We look forward to everyone 

getting involved this year.     

Come Join Us for 

Coffee and Donuts 

on  

August 31, 2010 
All parents are invited to gather and  

socialize after you drop your children 

off on the first day of school.  Come 

grab a cup of coffee and a donut and 

visit with old and new friends from 

8:00-9:00 a.m. in the Ministry Cen-

ter.  

New Family Reception 
  

Attention all new families and their mentor families!  We would like to for-

mally welcome you to St. Thomas with a new family reception on Wednes-

day, September 1st at 7:00 pm.  Please bring your entire family to the Ministry 

Center to meet the administration, Home & School officers, committee chairs 

and other new families.  We encourage all new family mentors to attend this 

event as well!  Questions, please contact Nora Lignell at 956-3446.  See you 

there! 

Home & School Officers for 2010-2011 
The Home & School Association would like to introduce and welcome its of-

ficers for the 2010/2011 school year: 

President:  Tara Simonait 

Vice-President:  Lisa Mullen 

Secretary:  Tracey Jermstad 

Treasurer:  Dawn Olney 

Immunization Requirements 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Preschool Students Requirements:    
    Up-to-date Immunizations Record on file 

    Signed Physical dated with the past two years 
 

Kindergarten Student Requirements:    

    Up-to-date Immunizations Record on file 

    Vision Screening Record on file 
 

New Students entering St. Thomas:    
    Up-to-date Immunizations Record on file 
 

All Sixth Grade Students:    
    Up-to-date Immunizations Record on file 

State Law requires that each student entering Pre-

school, Kindergarten or a new school have a certifi-

cate of immunization on file at the time of registration 

or no later than the first day of school.  In addition, 

Preschool students are required to have a physical 

dated within the past two years.  There are NEW    

requirements for this year.  Please see the attached 

flyer and charts for all immunization requirements for 

all new students, preschoolers, kindergarteners and 6th 

grade students.. 



  
Monday  

  
Tuesday  

  
Wednesday  

  
Thursday  

  
Friday  

  
  

31 

- Chicken Drum-
sticks 

- Potato Wedges 

B Lunch: 

- Hummus Wraps 
  

1 

- Beefy Nachos 

- Mexican Rice 

2 

- Chicken Enchiladas 

- Vegetable Stir-Fry 

 

         

Included Daily:  
 
Milk 
Food Bar: consists of at least two vegetables, fruit, protein (such as cheese,  
turkey, ham etc.), and bread products. 

 
¶ Call Michelle with any questions concerning the lunch at 616-334-2610. 

Saint Thomas the Apostle School  
Hot Lunch Menu  

August 31-September 2, 2010  

International Student at Saint Thomas 
Saint Thomas is hosting an international student from Mexico this school 

year. Montserrat Gonzalez-Gutierrez will be attending 8th grade in Mrs. 

Stegehuisô classroom. She will be living with the Corcoran family for the 

school year. 
 

Montse (Mohn-seh) lives in Acapulco, Mexico, with her Mom, Dad, 11-year-

old brother, Tavo, and the family pets ñFigoò and ñLukaò, two beagles. Her 

favorite sports are tennis, water-skiing and cheerleading. 
 

Please help us make her feel welcome by saying ñHolaò if you see her in the 

hallways. Or you can say ñHiò since she under-

stands both languages. Montse is hoping to practice 

her English and learn about our country. 
 

WELCOME, MONTSE! 

¡BIENVENIDA!  

Art Prize News 
Our gorgeous art prize masterpiece is complete and soon to 

be showcased at J.W. Marriott downtown. 
 

Click the link below to visit Mrs. Furtwanglerôs  artist pro-

file page and get more information on how you can vote for 

our special piece! 
 

http://www.artprize.org/artists/public-profile/48868 

Register to vote 

(September 22 - 

October 6) 

Anyone 16 

years of age or 

older who regis-

ters in person at 

the ArtPrize 

event can vote. 

You cannot 

vote without 

registering at 

the event. There 

is no charge for voter registration.  
 

See future issues of the Pieces for 

more information! 

http://www.artprize.org/artists/public-profile/48868



















