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· May Hot Lunch Menu 
· March H&SA Minutes 
· Revised St. Thomas Spring Sports Schedule 
· Golf Outing Registration Form 
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Next year’s anticipated* teaching assignments and class configurations are: 
 

P3 – To Be Determined w/aide 
P4 – Mrs. Edgerton w/aide 
K – Mrs. Peters w/part-time aide 
1 – Mrs. Lake 
1 – Mrs. Donohue 
2 – Mrs. Baxter in AM and Mrs. Tietema in PM** w/part-time aide 
3 – Mrs. Michels w/part-time aide 
4 – Mrs. VanDyke  
4 – Mrs. Petkus 
5 – Mrs. Pieri 
5 – Mrs. Furtwangler 
6 – Mr. Baxter 
6 – Mr. Carr 
7 – Mrs. Zoppa 
8 – Mrs. Stegehuis 
 

*Enrollment changes are possible. As a result, the above assignments are subject to change. 
 

** Job Share – Mary Baxter and Brenda Tietema will be teaming up to share responsibility for next year’s second 
grade class.  Mary will be the morning teacher and Brenda the afternoon teacher. They will also share a part-time 
instructional aide.   
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In the past we found that parents were making 
requests simply because they felt they should. 
Please understand that teachers spend many 
hours creating class lists based on student needs, 
teaching styles, and social interactions. As a re-
sult, it is not necessary to make a request! If you 
have a special reason to request a teacher for 
your 1st, 4th, or 5th grade student(s) only, the 
teacher request process will be outlined in the 
May 6th edition of the Pieces. 
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Our annual May Crowning will be held Wednesday, May 
6, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the Church.  All students are asked 
to attend this special service in which we give honor to 
Mary.  Students are asked to walk in with their families 
and bring fresh-cut flowers to be placed in baskets as they 
come into church. 
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Last week a St. Thomas Spring Sports schedule went 
home with the oldest or only child.  There have been a 
few date and location changes, so a revised Spring Sports 
Schedule is attached.   Any future changes will be avail-
able on the homepage of our website at:  

www.stthomasgr.org. 

PIECES 

 
  THE PEACEMAKER...  
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St. Thomas Boosters is once again  
offering beautiful flower baskets for 
you to purchase just in time for 
Mother’s Day!  Order forms went 
home this week. Call Helen Vruggink 
at 459-6910 if you have any questions.   
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Students from Catholic Central and West Catholic will be 
participating in an attempt to break the current Guinness 
World record for most cars washed in an 8-hour period.  
The goal is to wash 4,000 cars on Saturday, April 25th from 

8:00 am-4:00 pm at the Deltaplex.  The carwash is FREE!  We need you to bring your 
cars and be part of this recordbreaking event!  We, also, would appreciate any donation 
that you could give to this effort to raise money for the tuition assistance fund.  Donations 
may be given online at www.worldrecordcarwash.com or to any CC or WC student.  Sponsorship opportunities are 
available at the grcss.org website or by calling 233-5985. 
 

If you have any clean old towels or rags, we would love to have those dropped off at the CC or WC offices.  Make a plan 
to get your car washed at the Deltaplex on April 25th and help us set a new world record! 

 

“ Catholic parents are reminded of their duty to send their children to Catholic schools wherever this is 
possible, to give Catholic schools all the support in their power, and to cooperate with them in their work 
for the good of all their children.” 

 

GRAVISSIMUM EDUCATIONIS (Declaration On Christian Education)     
 1965  ~ Vatican II 
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Each week Mr. Faber introduces a Spanish Phrase of the 
Week on morning announcements.  We would like to 
share these phrases with you in the event you may start 
hearing them at home. 
 

April 20-24    No sé.  (I don’t know.) 
 

April 27-May 1  Buenas tardes   (Good afternoon) 
 

May 4-8      Tengo hambre. (I’m hungry.) 
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Parents, did you know that several Dominican sisters will 
be joining our children for lunch on 3 dates this spring?  
This is a wonderful opportunity for informal conversation 
and fun.  Thank you to the cooperative efforts of our  
Vocations Committee, Jennifer Feuerstein, and Care  
Resources. 
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Do you have empty tin Altoids containers?  I  am 
collecting these for an upcoming project.  Send in any 
unwanted empty containers with your child.  I very much 
appreciate it!                ~ Mrs. Furtwangler  
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The 8th Grade video, “Walking with 
Jesus” is now available for $3.00 a 
copy.  Please contact Mr. Baxter at 
458-4228 (ext. 326) or Mrs. Skallos at 
458-4228 (ext. 339) if you’d like to 
order or need more information. 
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Mark your calendars for this year’s Crocodile Dock Vaca-
tion Bible School, June 22-26.  “Where fearless kids shine 
God’s light.”  Open registration begins on the weekend of 
May 16-17 after all Masses.  Last year all 168 elementary 
and preschool positions were filled during the opening 
registration weekend. 
 

We are currently looking for adults who are able to volun-
teer for the entire week of VBS.  Adult volunteers who 
commit to work the entire week of VBS are invited to 
register their children early.  Please contact Laura Glazer 
at 365-1655 or lglazer673@aol.com to obtain the volun-
teer and child registration forms.  Early registration ends 
on May 10th. 
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If you are a new parent or are an existing parent and still 
need to attend Virtus training, (required for all school  
volunteers), listed below are dates, times and locations  
of upcoming Virtus training sessions: 

 

All Saints Academy (Grand Rapids) 
2233 Diamond Ave., NE 
Wednesday, April 29, 2009 @ 6:00 p.m. 
 

St. Jude (Grand Rapids) 
1120 Four Mile Rd. NE 
Wednesday, May 13, 2009 @ 6:00 p. m. 

 
 

If you plan to attend one of these sessions, and have not 
already registered, please register online as follows:   
· Go to www.virtus.org & Click Registration 
· Click “Begin the Registration Process” 
· Select Diocese of Grand Rapids as the  organization. 
· You will be required to enter a UserID and password 

(of your choice) 
· Fill out registration form & Choose a location 

 

2009 Saint Thomas Golf Outing 
 

Friday Afternoon - May 15th, 2008 
 Centennial Country Club 

 
 

Please see attached  
Registration form and return  

ASAP! 

��
!���	�����!�
����	-��.	
We are in need of volunteers to cover ALL  classrooms 
for 30-40 minutes on Tuesday, May 5 from 9:55-10:35 
a.m.   If you can help us, please call Angela Yondo at  
452-0444. 
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Grand Rapids Right to Life will hold their 
30th Annual Bike & Hike for Life on Satur-
day, May 2 at Riverside Park.  You can 
earn great prizes like Michigan’s Adven-
ture or White Cap tickets or one of our 
grand prizes like a trip to Washington D.C. or a $200 gift 

certificate to Great Wolf Lodge.  Just 
gather pledges and join us for a great 
day of music, free food and lots of fun.  
If you would like to participate please 
pick up a pledge sheet in the Welcome 
and Information Center near the school 
entrance or call 532-2300.  For more 
information go online to www.grrtl.org. 
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Congratulations to: 

 

Paul and Emily 
Shagen 

 

 
 
On the birth of their daughter    Isabella Faith 

 
Born March 3, 2009 

She weighed 7 pounds and 11 ounce s 
and was 19.5 inches long. 

 
Proud Sister: Claudia P-4 PM  
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Our title this year is “Got a Clue?”.  Each 
class is writing a song about a way to  
encounter the living God, and create an act 
around the clue.  Be prepared for lots of fun! 
 

The program will again be held at the Aquinas College 
Fieldhouse on Wednesday, May 13th, with performances 
at 1 p.m. and 7 p.m. 
 

As is our custom, an “admission” will be charged.  We 
are requesting donations of canned meat or personal hy-
giene products such as toothpaste, toilet paper, deodorant, 
etc., to help stock our parish pantry . Thank you for all 
that you do to help make this event a success! ~ Mrs. Proulx 
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The Grand Rapids Public Schools is 
again making available their Aca-
demic Summer Program entitled 
GRASP.  Enrollment forms are avail-
able in the Welcome and Information 
Center near the school’s entrance.  If your child receives 
Title I services, you are eligible for a discounted rate but 
must call the school office for a different form.  All forms 
are due in the school office by May 1, 2009.  If you would 
like more information about the program, please call Judy 
or Marilyn at 819-2548.      
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Join in the fun at John Ball Zoo this summer with their 
Summer Discovery Classes.  A unique, hands-on learning 
experience for children from 3 years old to those entering 
8th grade, the Discovery Classes follow various themes 
and use varieties of methods to stimulate the learning 
process (role-playing, behind the scenes tours, games, 
stories, songs and more)  Class sizes are strictly limited to 
provide quality experiences for all children.  For more 
information, please call Kathy Kemp at (616) 336-4310 or 
email at Kathy.kemp@kentcountymi.gov  
 

Students from 14-17 years old can volunteer at John Ball 
Zoo by assisting as keeper helpers, zoo ambassadors and 
day camp teacher assistants.  Participants are asked to 
volunteer on weekday each week and one weekend day 
each month from June 15 to August 28.   Each applicant 
must submit an application form, three letters of reference 
(preferably not from family members) and a paragraph 
describing why they should be in the program by May 8th.  
Applications are available online at 
www.johnballzoosociety.org (click on Get Involved).  
Applicants with complete applications will be interviewed 
in late May and early June.  There will be orientation ses-
sions in June before the program starts.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Jim Swarts at (616) 336-4310 or 
email at jim.swarts@kentcountymi.gov.  
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The City of East Grand Rapids Park and Recreation De-
partment is committed to providing enrichment, educa-
tional and sports programming for all ages to promote 
healthy lifestyles, family interaction and a sense of com-
munity.  A Summer Programs brochure of activities for 
2009 is available in the Welcome & Information Center 
near the school entrance. 
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The American Red Cross is offering Babysitter’s Training 
for youth ages 11-15.  Classes are offered June 22, 2009 
through August 12, 2009. Classes will be held at 1050 
Fuller Ave. NE G.R. 49503 with some offsite training 
location TBD: July 13th, July 15th, July 22nd, July 30th, 
Aug 6th, Aug 13th. To register contact (616) 456-8661 fee 
is $55.oo per person.  
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Camp Henry is offering Day Camps, Mini Camps, Wake-
boarding, Waterskiing and many other summer activities.  
For more information please check their website at: cam-
phenry.org  or call 459-CAMP.  Postcards with informa-
tion are also available in the Welcome & Information 
Center near the school entrance. 
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College for Kids, a collaborative effort between Aquinas 
College and Saint Thomas the Apostle School, will be 
offering a variety of classes and camps this summer.  
Watch for details in our soon to be published brochure! 
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Hands-on Science classes with an  

integrated Math  component on the  
Aquinas College campus, complete with 
lab experiences. 
 

History and Technology come together in this 
class where students learn about the history of Grand 
Rapids while filming a documentary about our beautiful 
city! 
 

Writers’ Workshop at Saint Thomas for our  
aspiring young authors...get your pencils ready! 
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French, Latin, Spanish and Chinese are among the possi-
bilities of classes that will be offered through the College 
for Kids Summer Program.  Watch for our brochure!  



 

PICTURES HAVE BEEN REMOVED 
FOR INTERNET SAFETY PURPOSES 
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625 Spring Ave NE (Parish Center-Gym) 
Wednesday, April 29 – 9 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
Thursday, April 30 – 9 a.m. – 6 p.m. 

Friday, May 1 – 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
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Catholic Central H.S. Boys and Girls Golf Camp for Guys 
and Gals entering 6th-9th grade.  July 13th-17th.  Registra-
tion forms are available in the 
Welcome and Information  
Center near the school’s en-
trance.  Please contact Coach 
Kim Napieralski @  
616-970-9987 with any  
questions. 
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New members welcome!! League plays 
Thursday mornings starting May 14th at 
Indian Trails Golf Course. Please call Kim 
Melcher at 241-0528 or Anita Quinn at 
286-9150 for league details on the 2009 
season.  Deadline for League sign-up is 
April 30th. 

 

Encountering the Living God Through You 

Front Row:  Caroline Pinter, Zach Near,  
Sophie Stegehuis, Luke Horrigan 
Middle Row :  Francesca Deveau, Francesca Dieleman, 
Clare Lignell, Jacob Jaracz 
Back Row:  Alex Figueroa, Konnor Barth, Lauren Kuzee, 
Jarred Baxter, Alayna Henry 

Front Row:  Taylor Rodgers, Nick Vruggink,  
Anna Valente 
Middle Row:  Ryan Mangan, Gabe Yondo,  
Lucas Fetterhoff, Arthur Jones 
Back Row:  Michael Gibbons, Alex Mervenne,  
Elliott Jeltes, Bobby Beitner 
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Lake Michigan Academy offers a program designed for 
children with Learning Disabilities and ADHD in grades 
1-8 that provide remediation in math, writing and reading 
to help your child maintain academic skills acquired dur-
ing the school year.  Two sessions will be held Monday-
Thursday, June 29-July 30, 2009. Session I - 8:30-11:30 
a.m.  Session II—12:00-3:00 p.m.  Cost is $350 per stu-
dent (Session I or II) or $700 per student for both ses-
sions.  Call 464-3330 or go online at: www.WMLDF.org.  
Registration forms are also available through Christen 
Pierce (458-4228 x336). 
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West Catholic is offering their Fine Arts Summer Camp, 
June 15-19 for students entering grades 4-8.  The camp 
hosts classes in art, band, choir, creative writing, drama, 
dance and graphic design.  Copies of the registration 
forms are available in the school entrance.  For questions, 
please call Ms. Lisa Nawrocki, camp director at 233-5939 
or visit the web at http://enigma2075.com/Fine%
5FWebsite/.  Registration deadline is May 30, 2009. 
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Encountering the Living God Through You 

Front Row:  Ciara White, Adrien Yondo, Kara Wheeler 
Middle Row :  Aden Shiel, Carolyn Lignell,  
Anna Rosloniec 
Back Row :  Veronica Treece, Gabe Rohn, Kyle Blaszak 

Front Row:  Tony Hess, Kassi Mirandette, Kate Miller 
Middle Row:  Connor Knapp, Rachel Fetterhoff,  
Malachai Jones 
Back Row:   Jack Heffron, Camren Stott, Sam Gibbons, 
Brendan Salacina 

Front Row:  Jacob Augustyn, Addison LaVoie,  
Margaret O’Neil, John Libriani 
Middle Row:  David Flynn, Patrick Fitzgerald,  
Bella Deveau, Abby Den Braber, Ryan Jones 
Back Row:  Joe Ens, Stephanie Kaminski,  
Madeleine Jepsen, Julia Libriani 

Front Row:  Anezka Kovarik, Emma Fiorenzo,  
Ben Line-Neumann 
Middle Row:  Julia LaVoie, Liam Perdue, Jack Rohn,  
Kelli Doyle 
Back Row:   Julia Walsh, Tess Ens, James Schueler, 
John Lown 
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