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Registration packets for next school year will bats
home on February 5. Registration deadline will be
February 18for your convenience once again
coinciding with Parent/Teacher Conferences on
February 16 and February 18 The family registration
fees are as follows:

$75 for one student

$150 for two students

$200 for three students

$225 for four or more students

Sue and/or Suzanne will be available Tuesday evemin
February 16 from 5— 8 p.m. & Thursday afternoon
and evening, February 18, from 12:00 —3:00& 5 -8
p.m. to process vour registration materials.

Conference times for February Parent/Teacher Confer
ences were sent home with each student last wéddytr
This conference time was based on your Fall contere
time. If this time does not workout for any reason,
please contact your child’s teaclaarsoon as possib®
reschedule.

Conferences will be held on these dates:
Tuesday, February 16 - 5:00 until 0.
Thursday, February 18 - 12:00-3:00 p.m.

and 5:00 until 8:00 p.m.
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Please join us for the annual Saint Thomas Vaféiyw
this Friday, January 29, 2010, at 7:00 p.m. inloeer

level of the church. Come enjoy some of the maignts
that God has given our students.

$

é} Monday, February 1
Tuesday, February 2
Wednesday, February 3
Thursday, February 4
Friday, February 5
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Appreciation & Diocesaayer Day

Mass with Bishop Hu&eytudent Service Drive
Volleyball Gam&:Gade vs. Faculty

Ice Skating FielgpMtion-Uniform “Spirit” Day
School Mass & Hot Lumath Special Guest

A flyer with additional information for the week&sents and a Special Guest order form are attached.
Forms are also available on our websitevw.stthomasgr.org
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Dust off your flip flops, hula skirts and sunglassed ge!
ready for a “hot” time at owrarnival, Saturday, Februar

6, 2010 from 6 — 9 p.m. Please see the attacked fl

As with any great event we’ll need your help to mitka
smashing success. We need cakes and 2 literdoftle
pop for our cake walk and ring toss games. We lateia
need of “gently used” or new books for a new gaimg-s
lar to musical chairs called “Book Boogie.” Holddor
pop and a box for the books has been placed ifirtte
floor hallway. Please begin bringing in your dooas.
We also need MANY volunteers, so please consider of
fering an hour of your night! To volunteer, pleasatact
Carla Klimp-VanDokkumburg gvandokk@yahoo.com
or 454-3221. If you have any questions or comments
please contact me at Slkuz@hotmail.com#54.0718.
~Susan Kuzee

St. Thomas

| - 4 >
4 \/j)/ v
) :y//

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 6th, 6-9 p.m.

Home & School Minutes/Carnival Cake Walk
Carnival Flyer

Catholic Schools Week Flyer

Special Guest for Lunch Order Form
February Calendar

February Hot Lunch Menu
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Home and School would like to invite all parentstop

by for coffee and donuts, hosted by Saint Thomdsy |

in the Ministry Center right after drop off from1® a.m.

on Tuesday, February 2nd and Thursday, February 4th

It's a great opportunity to spend time with otherr

Thomas parents as we celebrate being part of tine Sa

Thomas School community and “One Body in Christ.”

We look forward to seeing you there. Thank you.
~Saint Thomas Home and School
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Many hearts and minds were touched during Fr. Rober
Sirico's talks during Vocations Awareness Week. ade
dressed grades K-4th and 5th-8th last Friday mgrriian
15th, was the main celebrant at the school Mask, an
spoke to the parents at noon. We are so gratedtihe
would bless us with his wisdom!

Fr. Jim continued on last week with a school Massily
on the vocation to the single life, highlightingus that
the children are currently living out this statdifa. Fi-
nally, this week a married couple will give thigsti-
mony during morning prayer at school, and Fr. Jim's
school Mass homily will be about the vocation te thar-
ried life.

Many thank yous need to go out! Michelle Mier made
delicious meal for the parent luncheon, Christie|B-
niec made the room look lovely with wintery cantite-
centerpieces, and Nancy Mick provided the yummiest
cookies for dessert! Donna Valente generated the ou
standing list of youtube videos that were sent hontee
parent letter right before Vocations Week begdnd
haven't looked at them yet, don't miss out.) Thank
Krisann O'Neil, Jeanne Walch, and Mary Ann Bridge f
the engaging library display! Thank you to theoleh
committee who made all of this possible: Janetelgps
Kathy Barth, Lucyna Dieleman, Dave Faber, Krisann
O'Neil, Donna Valente, and Maggie Walsh.
~Vocations Committee

The Church Speaks:
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We will be participating in a diocesan wide servitie
for Catholic Schools Week. Each school is beirkgddo
collect items to donate to Catholic Charities ofstve
Michigan for use in their Casa de la Paz progr&asa
de la Paz is a shelter for women and children. Stoe
dent Council will deliver the items during Catholic
Schools Week at the diocesan liturgy.
Thank you, in advance, for your donations. Sahmras
will be collecting the following items on Januar§, 2
2010:
- Children’s clothing (new and gently used)
— Infant to 8 years old
Toys — Infant to children p
Personal care items — soap, shamp
deodorant.....
- - Diapers and
S - wipes
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If you are new to our school or an existing volemteho
still needs to attend Virtus training, (required &
school volunteers), please note the upcoming sgssio

Catholic Central High School (Grand Rapids)
310 Sheldon Ave SE

Monday, February 8, 2010

6:00 p.m.

If you plan to attend this session, and have metaly
registered, please register online as follows:

- Go to www.virtus.org

- Click “Registration”

- Click “Begin the Registration Process”

- Select Diocese of Grand Rapids as the
organization.

- You will be required to enter a UserID and
password (of your choice)

- Fill out registration form

- Choose a location

“The Catholic school loses its purpose without dansreference to the Gospel and a

frequent encounter with Christ.”

THE CATHOLIC SCHOOL 1977
~ Sacred Congregation for Catholic Educa




Wednesday, March 3, 2010

9:00-10:30 a.m.
6:30-8:00 p.m.
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Do you have questions about the development of $0dr or 5 year old? Are you wondering the biesé tfor your

child to enter school — Preschool or Kindergart&®you wonder what you can do to prepare youddoit the most
positive school experience? Are you interestekhtmwv what a normal day in the life of a kindergartor preschooler
looks like? Are you seeking a dynamic education.a supportive Catholic community...Where a Christtered
mission is central to all that we do? If you fiymurself nodding, “Yes” to any or all of these gtimss, | would like to
invite you to our Preschool and Kindergarten Roupdand Information Session on Wednesday, Marclo® 8:00-
10:30 a.m. or 6:30-8:00 p.m. in the Ministry Cer(teourtyard Entrance). This is a chance for yoméet other inter-
ested parents and our faculty. Investigate whapmgram offers. Children will visit the classms and share a story
and discovery time. Parents will learn how to hkgpare their child and interact with a panelmffigssionals. Call the
school office today at 458-4228 to let us know Waléession you plan to attend.
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- Please do not park in the Ministry Center Parkotg | ) ' 6 # +

unless you have a pink parking permit. The Student Council is sponsoring a drive for “Rpet

- Students do not cross the parking lot without &piar for Education” coupons which are located on marogpr

Please use the crosswalk. uct packages. Boxtops may be sent in to your ‘shild

homeroom. Student Council representatives witidpri

# / + the boxtops to our monthly Student Council meetiagsl

A large crayon mosaic mural is in the class With_ the highest number of boxtops vell b

the planning stages and we need awarded a prize each month! Each of these boxtop

lots of used or new crayons of all coupons is worth 10.cents, and while that doesnihd

shapes, sizes and colors. Just !lke much money, this year we have gollecFed 0\7@()33

send them in to school with your child or give tosV in coupons! The money that we receive will go iato

Furtwangler. The finished piece will adorn the dié special account to add technology, materials ahelrot

school hallway, and all students will have the oppaty ~ 'tems for our students.

to participate in its creation. Suzi Furtwangler
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The Book Fair committee is looking for volunteessatork Tuesday evening, Febru
ary 16 during Conferences and Thursday afternodreaaning, February 18, during
Conferences. If you are interested, please code&sine Walch in the library at
458-4228 x324. The Book Fair will be held duringnferences, February 16 from
5-8 p.m. and February18, from 12:00-3:00 p.m. a#®dp5m.. Thank you for your
consideration and any help you can give us.
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OK..the first semester is now over and report chele gone home. After
learning what your child(ren) have learned and @ they have done, are
you ready for a “little” quiz of your own? How welb you know Internet
lingo? Oh...your child is too young to be online arsé this language? Well,
the time will fly by and you need to keep up. Peshgou have nephews and
nieces who use IM speak. So let’s try out thedingry to determine what each
of these Internet Lingos represent. Challenge gbild to see if they know
what it means. (I promise, they are all nice stateis1but can be somewhat
disturbing if the correct definition is not knowrwill have the answers posted
in the next Pieces.) Good luck!

AFAIK AFINIAFI <3 LYLAS PAL S LOL
PAW LOOL SAHM RU/18 RUMORF  wkewl WLMIRL
WYM WUF XME YGLT WTGP PO11

~ Maryly Skallos, Technology Coordinator
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By Madeleine Jepsen

Kathy Russo, along with her husband, has beenishpamer for 20 years. She has a daughter
and two sons. She enjoys cooking, knitting, gomrgwalks and (of course) reading! She also
works with Mrs. Michels’ third grade class. Theg &ery enthusiastic readers, and she enjoys
helping to guide their enthusiasm through Readiitly the STARS.

Kathy decided to help with Reading with the STAR@rareading about it in the church bulle-
tin. Since she enjoys reading and working withdrkn, she decided to volunteer. She would
recommend it, because it is thoroughly enjoyabtel@acause you can work as little as 30 min-
utes per week, if you have a busy schedule.

Kathy’s favorite color is green. She has three fapéts, a dog, Sophie, two cats, Annabelle
and Little Kitty!
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Thank you volunteers for coming to St. Thomas tpegile _
School to read with the children. The childrenlygaok for- on the birth of

ward to reading with the adult listeners, and the-on-one read- Rita-Marie Cecilia Peters
ing has a positive impact on the students’ sefergtalong with
their increased reading skills.

| am always interested in new ways to work with community
and am interested in partnering with a businessydoknow of
any business that might be interested in workint wur stu-
dents reading for a %2 hour a week? Maybe you \iark com-
pany that you feel may be interested, or perhapskypow of a
company that you would like me to contact. | ateriested in
hearing your ideas on how | could foster a partmprs

Seth and Amy Peters

born on
January 25, 2010

Rita-Marie weighed]
7 pounds, 4 ounce;

Also, | am interested in inviting speakers in toppte reading to and is 21 inches long

everyone. Do you know of someone that would ber@gtted in
doing this? Or if you have ideas on who you wdile me to
contact, | am open to suggestions.

Thank you everyone for supporting Reading withSHARS!

Liz Aschwege - (616) 365-7689
elizabeth.aschwege@davenport.edu




Saint Thomas LIBRARY
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Voting for “Where the Wild

Things Are” contest will take

place January 25-28 and the

winner will be announced

Friday, January 29. The

grand prize includes a $10 (gift certificate to&behtion
Cinema and the winner's “Wild Thing” put on a tirsh

! $$ 2

Beginning January 28 through February 4 we willehav
a “Meatball” Contest for our preschool through 3rd
graders. Guess how many “meatballs” (whoppersjnare
the jar. The student guessing the correct number o
closest will win the book, “Cloudy With a Chance of
Meatballs.”

)& /1 $$ ##

Mrs. Aulbach is continuing student book
reviews. Read a book and write a review
Review forms are in the library. Your re-\

view will be on display in the library and :/
you will get a candy prize for your efforts.

Librarian’s Pick:

During the month of January we are
featuring author/illustrator Jan Brett
and have several of her books on dis-

play. /

]
Families can visit her website
get fun activities and a complete
listi her beoks at janbrett.co
N

—
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The library display case is highlighting Vocaticarsl
includes miniature priest in vestments, an altesthdr
Theresa statue, books and photos of religiouslifi
wedding rings and photo. A special thank you tcs&mnin
O'Neil, Marianne Bridge, Maureen Jones and Janet
Jepsen for your contributions to the beautiful igp

) & 7 +

Mark your calendars for our exciting BOOK FAIR whic
will take place during conferences the week ofrkaty
15. Our theme this year is “Be a Gold Medal Redde
Our library will be decorated in honor of the Olyicg
Remember this is a fabulous way to get qualitykisdor
your children AND support your school library. ko
details will follow.

# $9

We have several collections on display, including:
Mr. Peter's teacup collection
Anna Herold's rock collection and
Lizzy Murphy's stuffed dogs & pins
Mrs. VanderZee ‘s snowman collection

Thank you all for sharing your fun collections!

$ #) &

We will have our winter and snowman
books highlighted this week.

Coordinator:
Jeanne Walch

Contact Info:
jeannewalch@comcast.net

Please have students return their bawker beforethe listed
due date. No new books may be checked out unhtil al
previously checked out books are returned.
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BASKETBALL
Saturday January 30, 2010

8:15 AM Start Up La Voie

9 AM 8"Girls  Gould
10:10 AM %' Boys  Stormzand
11:20 AM %' Boys  Sykes
12:30PM 8 Girls  Augustyn
1:40 PM 8 Boys  Rodgers
2:50 PM ¥ Girls  Bridge

Saturday February 6, 2010

8:15 AM Start Up Fetterhof
9 AM 5"Boys  Flynn
10:10AM  @&'Boys  Clemens
11:20 AM 7' Girls  Ens
12:30PM T Girls  Miller
1:40 PM 8 Girls  Tate

Wednesday February 10, 2010

5:45 PM Start Up Nicholson
6:30 PM ¥ Girls Blaszak
740 PM % Boys Kane

If you cannot make your scheduled time, you arpaesible for finding your own replacements. Anyoevi® does not
fill their slot will be charged a No-Show fee. Tikayou for your help in making our Saint ThomasIatic Program so

successful!
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Come out and support your Saint Thomas Hornets b
watching the Game of the Week! All students atitegnd
the Game of the Week will receive a special coupon.
Students can turn in 2 Game of the Week coupons fd
free “Jean Day” pass. The next two Games of theRW|
are:

=

D

Sat., Jan. 30th
5th Grade Green Boy’'s Basketball
10:10 a.m. at St. Thomas

Sat., Feb. 6th
8th Grade Girls Basketball
1:40 p.m. at St. Thomas

6 7

Yes, it's time to start thinking

about our annual spring program

Circle May 12, 2010 - 7:00 p.m. \\\/
on your calendars. This year, due

to Aquinas College construction, \-‘b“.‘"
we will hold the program at the Catholic Centrahma-
sium, with the dress rehearsal in the lower lev&aint

Thomas church.

As of now, we have two requests: 1) Old, solicboedi

bed sheets for costumes, and 2) Foam core boaadifor
“homemade” backdrop. Thanks for all you do to help
make this event a success. Mts. Kathy Proulx
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February 24th is the date for the second presentation in __

the Catholic CentrdParent Speaker SeriesThe next
topic is oninternet Crime Prevention. It will be at7

PM in the Catholic Central cafeteria. This evening is
co-sponsored by Catholic Central High School and we
urge both parents and students to attend

Detective Sergeant Jay Pouparaf the Michigan State
Police Computer Crimes Unit will be here to giveams
informative talk on how to keep our children safetioe
computer. The session will take a look at how titerhet
is being used to victimize and exploit kids, anevho
prevent it.

Detective Poupard has been a police officer foydats,
and is currently the MSP Coordinator for the Inetrn
Crimes Against Children (ICAC) Task Force. In 2008
Detective Poupard was awarded the 2008 United State
Attorney General's Special Commendation Award fier h
commitment and dedication to protecting children.

0

$
#

Catholic Central High School Varsity
Cougarettes Dance Team is offering a
Junior Cougarettes Dance Clinic for
students in Grades 1-4. The clinic will
be offered Saturday, February 6 from
9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. The cost is $15
and includes a T-Shirt, entrance and
performance at the Varsity Basketball
Game with Dance Team on Tuesday,
February 9, 2010. To register, mail the
non-refundable payment to:

Valencia Agnew

Catholic Central

319 Sheldon SE

Grand Rapids, MI 49507
and direct any questions to Valencia at 361-500.D&x
or email: vlagnew@comcast.net.
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East Grand Rapids Parks & Recreation Spring Program
Guide 2010 is now available in the Welcome andrinfo
mation Center by the school’'s entrance. For mmufie-
mation visit their website atwww.eastgr.orgr call:
616.949.1750.
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Several Saint Thomas

high school alumni will

be hosting a scrapbook-

ing weekend on February

19th and 20th at Saint

Thomas as a way to raise

funds to help them go to
Rome in June with the Catholic Central choir. Tikia
NEW DATE from the one previously published. A fljer
registration form is available in the Welcome &dnha-
tion Center in the school entryway. If you havg goes-
tions, please contact Amy Callaway at 774-4144.

Amy Callaway

0>% #
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These programs are designed specifically for tippau

of schools and non-profit groups. The D&W Fresh-Ma
ket School Days program and the Family Fare Cash fo
Class provides participating groups with cash ensipas
they choose. Here’s how the program works:

Simply give the D&W Fresh Market or Family Fareltas
ier our school code 94715and 2% of your total pur-
chase will automatically be credited to our sclash
donation.

The scheduled weeks for each store are listed below
D&W Fresh Market School Days:

February 14- 20and

April 11 - 17, 2010

$0

Family Fare Cash for Class:
February 21-27and
April 18 — 24, 2010



Front: Brendan Ferret, Eli Fetterhoff Front: Maggie Kane, Constance Stormzand,

Middle: Ben Drees, Sophie Stegehuis, Adam Drees, Liam Perdue
Katolina Cunningham Middle: Bo Sneller, Thomas France, Josh Steffes
Back: Claire DenBraber, Aubrey Tomac, Back: Tess Ens, Caroline Gell, Anna Bockheim

Regina Faber, Kyle Blaszak

Front: Cory Skinner, Anna Rosloniec, Kara Wheeler Front: Andrew Hess, Patrick Gibbons, Erin Mangan
Middle: Jameson VanDokkumburg, Sara Vruggink, Middle: Blare Gooch, Jacob Bocian, Jack Domagalski,
Jacob Jaracz, Mary Claire Mikolay Christian Dieleman

Back: Jackson Wardrop, Anna Simonait, Lauren Kuzee, Back: Cody Hermiz, Abby DenBraber, Ryan Jones,

Veronica Treece Julia Libriani
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Enjoy a Delicious Spaghetti, Garlic Bread and Salad.unch!

The cost for lunch is only $2.50. This may be paithe following ways:
Check: payable to St. Thomas Food Service
Hot lunch account
Cash

***Qrders Due: No later than Monday, February 1st to the school office.
Please place your order ahead of time as we will W@ able to assure that we can accommo-
date any “walk-in" orders that day. Thank you.

This order form iONLY for guests, students will order in the usual way.

Guest Name: cost:

Guest Name: cost:

Guest Name: cost:

Guest Name: cost:

Guest Name: cost:
Total due:

Please indicate method of payment:
Please charge my hot lunch account
Check enclosed: payable to St. Thomas Food Service
Cash enclosed

Parent signature: FamityeNa

Office Use only:

Initials of processor Paid in full Date rec'd









